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Presidential Words 

For September 2017 

 

Dear Members, 

 
Mt Coot-tha August Exhibition – August 12 & 13 
This year's August Exhibition was another success.  
Saturday's sales were down due to lower numbers 
through the door, but Sunday was a good day as 
Sunday's go.  But the real success was the funds 
raised by the Kitchen and the Raffle.  A big thank you 
to everyone and all the teams who contributed to the 
success of this event. 
 
First Aid Course 
Monday August 21 saw 18 members attending what is 
usually a very dower, drawn out day.  But our 
presenter Russell from Red Cross made us all laugh 
and enjoy the day.  I think we learned at lot more as 
we were all interested in what he was about to say and 
present.  We have enough funds from the Grant we 
received, to run a second First Aid Course.  So, if you 
are interested, please put your name forward to 
participate in the next course.  It will not cost you 
anything other than you need to commit a whole day to 
the course. 
 

 
Sue Kennedy and Sandy May bandage  

Paul “The Mummy” Tierney 

 
 

Allan Dickson’s Demonstration August 26 
Once again Allan has given us an entertaining and 
instructional morning.  Allan spent his time during the 
demo showing us how to turn banksia cones from 
Western Australia and turning his pieces in the shape 
of fruit and vases.  Allan and John Lullfitz have 
purchased a number of bags of Western Australian 
cones.  They have some spare cones for sale.  If you 
are interested please contact Allan on 3209 9329 or 
John Lullfitz on 3356 7904. 
 
Firewood for Sale 
Currently we have plenty of firewood for sale to 
members or the public at $5.00 per bag. 
 
Buy & Swap Meet 
Saturday September 16 will be our second Buy & 
Swap Meet for the year.  If you have some spare hand 
tools, machinery, timber, chucks, power tools or 
anything that you think our members may want to 
purchase or swap, then put your name down to book a 
table so you don't miss out on a space within the Hall. 
 
Safety in the Workshop 
I would like to remind all members about their Duty of 
Care to each other while in the workshop area.  This 
not only means wearing the correct safety equipment, 
but turning safely, and onlookers not standing in the 
firing line of the lathe or machinery being used.  There 
has also been a build-up of timber in the workshop, not 
only near the bandsaws but also on the benches.  If 
you bring timber in to be cut, make sure you remove it 
as soon as it is cut, and also clean up the off cuts by 
placing them either in the firewood bags on in the bins 
provided. 
 
Till next month 
 
Rob McKee  
President 

mailto:WSQ@bigpond.com
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          Diary and Looking Ahead at WSQ 

September 2017 and Beyond 

New Member 
 
One new member has joined since the Mt 
Coot-tha Exhibition.  The new member is: 
 

• Martin Uebel 

Please make Martin welcome when you meet 
him at WSQ Hall. 
 
Alwyn Clark 
WSQ Membership Secretary 

  

Date Day of Month  Session Title Convenors Times 

1 Sept 1st Friday Toy and Open Workshop 

Toy Group 

Open Workshop 

 

Peter Churchward 

 

8.00am – 3.00pm 

5 Sept 1st Tuesday Open Workshop 

 

New Member Training 

Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob  

McGeechan 

 

8.00am – Noon 

 

1.00pm – 3.30pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

7 Sept 1st Thursday WSQ Safety & Workshop  

Induction for New Members 

 9.00am – 12noon 

9 Sept 2nd Saturday Management Meeting  9.00am – Noon 

12 Sept 2nd Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Lyndon Prescott  
 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

14 Sept 2nd Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 

Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  

 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

16 Sept 3rd Saturday WSQ Monthly Forum/ Show 
and Tell 

Not this month due to 
Buy and Swap Meet 

9.00am – Noon 

19 Sept 3rd Tuesday Open Workshop 
 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob 
McGeechan 
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members welcome) 
John Sheppard 

8.00am – Noon 
 
1.00pm –3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

23 Sept 4th Saturday WSQ Demonstration To be advised 9.00am – Noon 

26 Sept 4th Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members welcome) 
Allan Dickson 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

28 Sept 4th Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 
Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  
 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

N/A 5th Tuesday 
- Only if one 
falls in the 
month 

Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee 
Rob McKee 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

Future Events and Important Dates 

Saturday 2 September Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Open Day  -  Competition/ Demonstrations/ Displays/ 
Sales  -  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7je17od901lebq2/newsletter_2017_03_screen.pdf?dl=0  

Saturday 16 September Buy and Swap Meet  -  WSQ Hall  -  9am to noon  -  Cost: $4 

Saturday 21 October to 
Sunday 29 October 

Bribie and District Woodcrafters 2017 Annual Competition and Exhibition  -  
http://www.bribiewoodies.org.au/  

Saturday 29 October and 
Sunday 30 October 

Caloundra Woodworking Club Open Days  -  
http://caloundrawoodworkingclub.com.au/?page_id=181  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/7je17od901lebq2/newsletter_2017_03_screen.pdf?dl=0
http://www.bribiewoodies.org.au/
http://caloundrawoodworkingclub.com.au/?page_id=181
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                                              Treasurer’s Report 

 
A summary of our financial position at the end of July is: 
 

Receipts 
Memberships $1,386 
Meeting Income $861 
Store Sales $1,379 
Sundry Income      $154 
 $3,780 
Less Payments 
Workshop Expenses $47 
Newsletter & Office Expenses $135 
Cleaning $250 
Insurance $1,754 
Property Expenses $214 
First Aid Training $1,200 
Store Purchases $510 
Equipment Purchases $430 
Other Expenses   $267 
 $4,807 
 
Cash Deficit ($1,027) 
 
Cash at Bank $29,711 

 
The insurance expense was for a new policy covering members doing voluntary work for the club.  
The First Aid Training cost was for the course conducted on 21 August; this was funded via a 
Community Support grant received earlier this year. 
 
The final costs for the Mount Coot-tha Exhibition are still not known, but it is anticipated that the profit 
will be around $3,000.  This is an excellent result considering the reduced number of patrons and 
sales, and is largely due to the café and raffle. 
 
Also, a hearty “thank you” to Brian Creese for looking after the Treasurer’s duties during my recent 
absence; it is great to be able to go away knowing that the books etc. will be in order when I return. 
 
John Reed 
Treasurer 
 

Library Displays 
 NORTHSIDE  SOUTHSIDE 

September Strathpine Logan North 

October Banyo Holland Park 

 
Many thanks to all those people who have loaned items for display.  If you are willing to offer some of 
your pieces for display, Sandy and John would be pleased to talk to you. 

 
 
 
 

Jest a Moment 
Paddy decides to take up boxing and goes for 
the required medical. 
 
A few days later the doctor telephones and 
says “Paddy, do you realise that you have 

sugar diabetes?”  Paddy says, “Nice one, 
when do I fight him?” 
 
Anonymous 
WSQ Member 

John Byrne 
WSQ Member 

Sandy May 
WSQ Member 
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Library News 
 

New books for Library 
 

 
Classic Wooden Toys by Jim Harrold 

 

 
Complete Pyrography by Stephen Poole 

 

 
Turned Toys by Mark Baker 

 
Woodturning Trickery by David Springett 

Alwyn Clark 
WSQ Librarian 

Letter to the Editor 
 
I will be live streaming on Twitch TV at 
http://www.twitch.tv/woodturning every Wednesday 
morning at 9 am.  The area of Twitch is called 
Creative, and my channel is called Woodturning.  I 
have a host of projects, tips and tool techniques to 
share with you.  You can interact with me live and 
make comments, or ask questions.  It doesn’t cost 
anything to watch or follow me. 
 

Theo Haralampou 
WSQ Member 
 
I just had a look at one of Theo’s sessions.  It was very 
well done, entertaining, and very challenging 
technically … as you would expect if you know Theo. 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

Woodworking Machinery for Sale 
 
1. Durden B 1200 Bandsaw 
Original machine with stand 
Throat capacity 12"  
Depth of cut 6" 
1/2 HP T.E.F.C. Motor 
Good condition 
 
2. Dyco (NZ) 10" saw bench  
Rise and fall, tilting arbor 
Table size 39" x 27 1/2" 
Guards and fences  

1 1/2 HP motor 
Good condition 
 
3. Dewalt 10" radial arm saw 
(Similar to DW 125) 
16" cross cut capacity 
1 HP motor - built in braking 
Old but sound machine 
 
4. Whet stone 
3" x 9" sandstone wheel 

Double reduction pulley for low 
speed 
1/3 HP motor 
Cast iron construction 
 
For further information contact 
Wade Rawlins  
Tel 3366 6873 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

 

http://www.twitch.tv/woodturning
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Toy Group News 
WSQ Builds Solid Traditional Aussie Toys for Charity 

 

 
Toni Dowd looks after the Toy Group Table at Mt Coot-tha 

 
Since the early 1990s members of WSQ have made 
toys.  However, in 2002, the late Don MacMillan, with 
the help of Colin Fraser, set up the Toy Group 
workshop.  Over the years the volume of toys grew, 
and they now make over 800 toys a year.  All of these 
find their way to charities such as St Vincent’s de Paul, 
Fishers of Men, the Mater Children’s Hospital, Mission 
Australia and others through GIVIT.  From time to time 
the team also refurbish old toys and jigsaw puzzles for 
local kindergartens. 
 

Today, when you visit WSQ, on a Tuesday morning or 
the first Friday of every month, downstairs you will find 
five volunteers pursuing their passion of making toys 
for children.  All are retirees who bring their diverse 
skills, experience and sense of humour to creating fun, 
safe, quality toys as gifts for children at Christmas 
time.  As members of the group have commented: 
 
We enjoy making the toys especially when we know 
they go to charity for kids who may otherwise not get a 
toy.  It’s something different and it gives a bit back to 
the community.  It’s also a challenge.  It keeps your old 
mind active, ticking over! 
 
Last year we were given a very generous $1000 grant 
from the Brisbane Airport Corporation to help us out 
with supplies… that was greatly appreciated as every 
dollar goes a long way with us.  It helps with little but 
important things needed like non-toxic paints, safe 
finishing products and the odd tool or drill bit …  
 
Advancing and sharing our skills in toy making is not 
only fun but also a challenge.  It’s more than a job – for 
me it’s 6 days out of 7 and I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 
 
Toni Dowd 
Toy Group Member

First Aid and CPR Training 
Hi Folks, 
 
As many members would be aware, the Society 
was recently successful in securing a $5,000 
grant under the Volunteer Grants Program, the 
bulk of which has been allocated to First Aid and 
CPR Training.  The inaugural course for 20 
members was conducted by Australian Red Cross 
at WSQ Hall, 19 Pine Street, Greenslopes on 
21/8/2017, and was very successful. 
 

 
 
Sufficient funds are available from the grant and 
the intention now is to run a second course, this 
time for WSQ members who couldn’t make/were 
not aware of the first course as well as any 

members spouse/partner who may be interested 
in becoming competent first aiders/first 
responders in an emergency, home accident etc.  
This course is planned for either Saturday 
7/10/2017 or Monday 23/10/2017, and will be a 
one day course, running from 9.00 am to 5.00 
pm. 
 
Full details of student participation will be 
provided in the near future.  The purpose of this 
article is purely to solicit expressions of interest.  
If you would like to participate at no cost to 
yourself, would you please let our President Rob 
McKee know either through a WSQ member, by 
telephone at 3397 8156 or by email at 
WSQ@bigpond.com together with your preferred 
date.  Cut off for expressions of interest will be 
22/9/2017. 
 
Kev Kruger 
WSQ Vice President 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbvcjk6_3VAhXJTrwKHVVVBnkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.seek.com.au/companies/australian-red-cross-432476&psig=AFQjCNFefyCf51MRPcqgccmMEWae3Cpvsw&ust=1504144160401802
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Mt Coot-tha Exhibition Raffle 
 

 
The Raffle Prizes 

 
A big thank you to all involved in 
a very successful weekend at Mt 
Coot-tha. 
 
I would like to thank the following 
people for their help at the Raffle 
Table: 
 

• Stephen Auer 

• John Francis 

• Bob McGeechan 

• Peter Wyer 

• Bob Kennedy 

• Andrew Bruce 

• Lyndon Prescott 

• Albert Taaken 
 
A “thank you” also to our 
members who contributed the 
superbly made prizes: 
 

• Rob McKee 

• Terry Martin 

• Len Mengel 

• Charlie Edwards 

• John Francis 

• Phil Harris 

• Alan Loxton 

• Reg Weber 
 

And, last but not least, the people 
and our own members who 
purchased tickets in our raffle.  I 
apologies if I’ve missed anyone. 
 
Paul Tierney 
Management Committee Member 
 

PS  A huge thank you to Mike 
Dodson who, after much soul 
searching, has decided to donate 
his raffle prize (the confetti) to the 
November Raffle Table.  He’s all 
heart. 

 

WSQ Store News 
With help from our store people the sales in the store 
have exceeded our first 3 months sales predictions, 
with that the WSQ Management Committee would like 
to thank our members for their support and their 
continuing patronage. 
 
Our price list for our general goods and the Vicmarc 
items that we keep in store are on the following pages.  
We have access to the full Vicmarc catalogue range, 
including lathes, at very competitive pricing.  Starting in 
September we will be promoting a special of the month 
every month for our members only, and to start off we 
will be highlighting Vicmarc chucks.  So, drop into the 

clubhouse, talk to our sales team and browse the 
store. 
 
Opening times are all day Tuesday and Tuesday night, 
and Demonstration, Forum/Show and Tell, and special 
event days. 
 
Remember, the ongoing success of the store will 
benefit all members. 
 
HAPPY TURNING 
 
Mike Dodson 

Management Committee Member 
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August Demonstration – Turning Banksia Cones 
 
On the morning of Saturday 26 August, just under 20 
members attended this demonstration in which Allan 
Dickson was to show us how he turns banksia cones. 
 
Allan gets his banksia cones from Western Australia, 
in bulk, to minimise the cost of freight per cone.  The 
cones he uses are from Banksia Grandis (Bull 
Banksia) trees growing near Albany.  They can be up 
to 40cm long and up to 9cm in diameter. 
 
Allan advised that he is a production turner.  He does 
not usually do a project from start to finish in one go.  
Normally he performs each specific process on a 
number of blanks in succession.  Then he executes 
the next process on the blanks.  He goes through this 
iterative process until all the items have been through 
all of the processes.  He supplies his work wholesale 
to galleries. 
 
Prior to the demonstration Allan had removed the tops 
and bottoms from a number of cones using the 
bandsaw.  He mounted one of them on the lathe 
between centres and trued it up using a roughing 
gouge.  He squared the ends, and then turned a 3mm 
dovetail spigot at both ends of the cone using a parting 
tool.  He repeated this process 5 times.  In one case 
he used a fine parting tool to cut a cone into 2 blanks, 
one a 1/3 of the original size and the other 2/3 of the 
size.  The former was to be used to make an apple, 
and the latter to make a pear.  Allan warned that if you 
use callipers to measure the diameter of a cone, you 
must stop the lathe before you do so.  The 
consequences of a calliper arm getting caught in a 
seed hole of a moving cone could be catastrophic. 
 
It became obvious early on that turning banksia cones 
is a very dusty thing to do.  The dust is very fine.  It is 
essential to use high quality dust and eye protection 
measures.  Allan advised that the cones are 
surprisingly hard, and that you needed to keep your 
tools sharp. 
 
Allan had decided to do 4 small projects, i.e. a pear, an 
apple, a vase, and an egg. 
 
To make the pear Allan mounted the cone blank in a 
scroll chuck, using the dovetail spigot.  He used a 
small gouge to shape the bottom and side about 2/3 of 
the way down.  This was sanded with 80 and 180 grit 
paper.  Then he reverse chucked the blank into a large 
chuck with shark jaws.  Allan wrapped the bottom 
section of the blank in a strip of leather before 
mounting it in shark jaws.  He advised that if you did 
not have shark jaws you could use a homemade collet 
chuck made from wood or PVC pipe with a hose clamp 
to control the pressure.  Allan used a small gouge to 
shape the top section of the pear.  The top of the pear 
was sanded.  A hole was drilled into the top to allow 
the installation of a stem. 
 
The apple was turned in almost the same way as the 
pear. 
 

For the vase, Allan mounted the blank in a scroll chuck 
and brought up the tailstock with a steb centre to 
stabilise the blank.  Allan started creating the shape 
from the base and worked up towards the top using a 
small gouge.  He used a parting tool to shape a bead 
at the base.  When he was satisfied with the shape he 
sanded the piece.  He removed the tailstock.  Allan 
used a Jacobs chuck to drill a ½” hole in the blank.  He 
then shaped the top of the vase, carefully.  He 
suggested that a steady could be used to provide 
additional support.  Allan then sanded the top of the 
vase and parted it off with a fine parting tool. 
 

 
Allan Turning the Vase 

 
For the egg, Allan mounted the blank in a scroll chuck 
and used a fine parting tool to cut a groove about 
60mm from the top of the blank.  He used a small 
gouge to shape the egg.  This was done in small 
sections and sanded in stages.  A fine parting tool was 
used to part off the egg.  The small nib on the egg was 
removed with a skew chisel, off the lathe.  It was 
sanded by hand. 
 
Allan recommended finishing these sorts of pieces by 
applying sanding sealer, sanding, and spraying on a 
couple of coats of semi-gloss lacquer. 
 
It was a very good demonstration by one of WSQ’s 
most skilful turners.  The audience expressed their 
appreciation of the skills demonstrated.  Allan took the 
turned cones home to apply the finishing touches. 
 

 
Some of Allan’s Completed Cones 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor - Turning Talk 
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Member Profile – Phillip Brain 
 
Phillip Brain is 80 years old.  He was born in Swan Hill, 
Victoria and is now living in Peregian Springs on the 
Sunshine Coast. 
 
Phillip is a 7th Dan Black Belt in Judo.  He has 
dedicated the past 70 years to teaching and practicing 
Judo.  He continues teaching 1 day a week at his son’s 
Judo club at Gumdale. 
 
Phillip started working as a delivery boy for the local 
chemist at the age of 12.  When he left school, he 
decided to hitchhike his way around Australia for 12 
months, picking up odd jobs along the way, including 
working on the largest sheep station in Australia at 
Haddon Rig as a jackaroo.  He often hitched rides on 
the trains (unpaid of course!). 
 
After that period, he settled back into life and became 
a bank teller at Elsternwick, Victoria.  He suffered from 
asthma.  He decided to shift to Queensland in the 
hope of improving his health.  He and his wife moved 
to Brisbane where they raised a family of 3 children.  
After 10 years in the bank he decided to become a full 
time Judo Instructor.  He taught in a number of 
schools.  To make ends meet he also taught Judo at 
night, and he had a milk run.  Later he became an 
importer/exporter, and established a Martial Arts shop 
which he operated for 20 years. 
 
Phillip is now retired, and enjoys life on the Sunshine 
Coast.  He visits his children in Brisbane every week, 
and enjoys woodturning (particularly heart designs) 
and gardening. 

 
Phillip making a Judo throw 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 
 
PS:  Thanks Phillip for volunteering to be the first 
participant in what I hope will become a regular feature 
of Turning Talk. 
 
Please let me know if you would like to share a bit of 
information about yourself with your fellow members. 
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Tree of the Month 

Norfolk Island Pine 
 

Norfolk Island Pine Trees 
 

Botanical name:  Araucaria heterophylla. 
 
Distribution:  As its vernacular name Norfolk Island 
pine implies, the tree is endemic to Norfolk Island, a 
small island in the Pacific Ocean between New 
Zealand and New Caledonia. 
 
The timber:  The trees grow to a height of 50–65 m, 
with straight vertical trunks and symmetrical branches, 
even in the face of incessant onshore winds that can 
contort most other species. 
 
Mechanical properties:  The first European known to 
have sighted Norfolk Island was Captain James Cook.  
In 1774 on his second voyage to the South Pacific in 
HMS Resolution, Cook noted the presence of large 
forests of tall, straight trees that appeared to be 
suitable for use as masts and yards for sailing ships.  
However, when the island was occupied in 1788 by 
convicts transported from Britain, it was found that 
Norfolk Island pine trees were not resilient enough for 
these uses and the industry was abandoned 
 

Uses:  The timber is good for woodturning and 
together with the similar Cook pine is extensively used 
by Hawaii artisans. 
 
Availability:  The species survival is not threatened at 
all, as it is grown commercially for potted plants. 
However, the native, natural stands of A. heterophylla 
were always restricted and have been much reduced 
since Capt. Cook's time. Farming, poor land 
management and the introduction of invasive species 
have reduced its population on the original three 
islands considerably. The main remaining stands are 
now within Norfolk Island National park and are 

therefore under some control. 
 

 
Lidded Container made from Norfolk Island Pine  

by Charlie Edwards 
 

 
Bowl made from Norfolk Island Pine by Charlie Edwards 

 

 
Bowl made from Norfolk Island Pine by Wayne Molloy 

 

Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

 
The text was sourced from Wikipedia, the tree image was 
sourced from Brisbane Trees and Gardens website, and the 
turned images were provided by WSQ.

https://brisbanetrees.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/norfolk-island-pine-trees.jpg
https://brisbanetrees.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/norfolk-island-pine-trees.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernacular_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Caledonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Resolution_(1771)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yard_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodturning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cook_pine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii
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All contributions for the October 2017 

edition of Turning Talk need to be 

submitted by no later than  

Thursday 28 September 2017. 

The views expressed in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the Woodturners Society of 

Queensland or its Management Committee. 

Other organisations are welcome to use, with 

appropriate acknowledgement, editorial material 

from this publication. 

 
You’re invited to contribute to the content of TT. 

To do so, preferably by Email: 

gholbeck@hotmail.com 

Or, by mail: 

C/O TT EDITOR @ WSQ  

19 Pine Street, Greenslopes 

Brisbane, Qld 4120 

mailto:gholbeck@hotmail.com

