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Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 4th April, 2018 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 
SUBS ARE NOW DUE. 

It is that time of the year again for paying your Subs. The fees are $60 for Concession and $80 
for Normal Subs. 
 
Methods of Payment include. 

• Cash	 or	 Cheque	 paid	 at	 a	 General	Meeting	 or	 paid	 to	 a	 Committee	Member	 on	 a	
workshop	day.	When	paying	this	way	put	your	money	in	a	SEALED	ENVELOPE	with	
your	name	and	the	amount	noted	on	the	front.	

• Direct	into	the	Club	Bendigo	Bank	Account.	
	 The	BSB	number	is	633	000	the	Account	No	is	158066985	

• Can	you	make	sure	you	put	your	name	in	the	description	so	I	know	who	is	paying.	
• By	Cheque	(NO	CASH)	sent	to	"Secretary	EDWC,	P.O.	Box	701.	Eltham	3095	

 
If your subs are not paid by May 31, you will be removed from the Membership List. Two months 
is more than enough time. In reality it should be 30 days. 
 
If you are having problems with payment please contact Dave Mitchell 

 
Reg Number  A 0025947P 
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Special Report on Shepparton Woodwork Show for March 2018 - Steve Mitchener 
The Shepparton Woodwork Show is put on by the Goulburn Valley Woodworkers at Shepparton’s 
East Bank Complex. As an invited guest demonstrator, I travelled to Shepparton on the Friday, to 
take my place in the assembled masses of demonstrators, craft exhibitors and product vendors who 
make up this great country show which runs for the entire weekend. 
 
There were a range of large model boats on display, plus timber sales of segments, slabs and machined 
timbers of many sorts. There were also several local craft groups, and many skilled turners going 
about their various demonstrations. Turners were making spindles, tulips and segmented pieces, and 
a variety of turned and twisted pieces that I can’t even begin to describe. (Which I know some of you 
will find it hard to believe!) 
 
There were puzzles and toys, pyrography, furniture, clocks, platters, bowls and boxes. There were all 
sorts of stuff, and lots of ideas. I noticed one of the turners had a flock of small sheep he had turned, 
heads and legs joined to the little bodies. Cutest collection of dust collectors I had ever seen. 
 
Sandra Dean and Robert Murphy from EDW were there flying the flag with me. Sandra carving, and 
Robert on his scrollsaw. (I was getting attention with my pyrographed signs and sayings. Drew quite 
a few comments and was even given some new sayings to add to the collection.) 
 
While I managed to sell a few pieces and make some money, I think I spent most of it straight away. 
At woodwork shows there is always that nice piece of wood you have to have, that new tool, gauge 
or item that you can’t do without, more blades or screws you need to buy. But even so, it’s always 
great fun to talk to many different people who share the same passion. 
 
And I spoke to many people about woodwork in general, and Pyrography in particular, and I also 
believe I made some more friends. The best thing is, that they are planning to do it again in October 
at a different venue. I have already volunteered to give them my support again because I always have 
a great time at Shepparton. I will keep you posted, because it is worth the trip just to visit this great 
show, even for the one day. 
 
Around the Workshop – March 2018 - Charles Camera 
A lot is happening around the workshop especially with extensions underway but there is also much 
happening within. 
 
EDWC prides itself on the broad range of woodworking related interests for which it caters. One of 
the more popular interests has been turning but due to space restrictions we have not had many lathes 
available to meet the demand from keen turners.   We now have three new mini lathes and Graham 
Skinner is organising tools to allow a wider range of activity include pen turning. Two of the new 
lathes are mounted on plinths to allow them to be stowed away and to make it easier to take lathes to 
exhibitions.  (And the RULE is to always stow them away after use).   Members taking up turning 
will be encouraged to purchase their own chisels and PPE to bring to turning sessions. Not only will 
this ensure you have carefully maintained and sharp tools but will always have the tools you prefer 
to use.  There are also several new lathes available for members to purchase at the members only 
price of $350 which includes the scroll chuck (these chucks usually sell at around $180 alone).   If 
you have a lathe at home with 30mm spindle and 3mm pitch – there are also two additional large 
chucks available at $135 each. 
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Another item we acquired is an oscillating spindle sander which was kindly donated by member John 
Kinrade.  The unit is undergoing some servicing and new drums in different sizes will be acquired.  
Members are asked to take some instructions in its proper use before trying it.   
 
The committee has also approved the purchase of a new Festool Rotex sander and associated dust 
extractor -  many thanks to member Albert McGregor who has assisted us with the selection and 
purchase.  Here is another new rule – members will be asked to buy their own discs – possibly through 
the club who will buy in bulk and no one may use it until they have received instruction. 
 
Finally referring back to the breadth of the EDWC activities, we are organising a luthiers group.  Very 
few clubs cater to this discipline and with several very talented members already on board we hope 
to offer interested members the opportunity to take up this potentially very rewarding activity.  John 
Brownrigg and Frank Camera are gathering applications from interested members and will arrange a 
suitable regular meeting time. 
 
Scrollsaw Group – Steve Mitchener – 3/3/2018 
It turned out to be a busy day, even though three of the ladies (Beryl, Jennifer and Roz) had sent in 
apologies beforehand. 
 

§ Maike	was	here,	cutting	out	 the	outline	of	an	Owl	to	pyro	 later.	Burning	the	 feathers	
should	be	a	 little	more	 interesting	 than	burning	 the	 fur	on	 the	dogs	and	horses	 that	
Maike	has	been	doing	recently.	

§ Graham	was	doing	the	final	cuts	to	his	big	dog	sign.	
§ Raman	was	cutting	more	small	vehicles,	and	preparing	timber	for	other	projects.	
§ Ron	was	cutting	the	small	trinket	box	which	assembled	with	mortise	and	tenon	joins.	All	

of	which	are	cut	with	the	scrollsaw.	
§ Keith	was	cutting	a	1908	Buick	mantle	decoration.	The	original	plan	showed	a	location	

for	a	small	clock,	but	the	suggestion	was	to	omit	that,	and	just	do	the	car.	There	is	enough	
detail	in	it	to	make	it	an	impressive	ornament	on	its	own.	

§ Tony	had	graduated	to	small	puzzles	in	ply	as	the	next	level	in	his	scrolling	experience.	
He	was	finding	the	sweeps	and	tight	curves	a	bit	more	challenging	to	cut	than	what	they	
appeared	to	be	on	the	plans.		

 
And we had Alan, a new Club Member, come and join us to see what scrollsawing was all about. 
After viewing the various work being done as listed above, he spent some time with me getting the 
run-down on how to go about it. I expect to see him back to have a serious crack at it, as he is now 
fully aware of how versatile the scrollsaw is. 
 
And in the machine room we had John Maude joining us (with special permission) to prepare some 
timber pieces for his display at the Lost Trades Weekend coming up at Kyneton. I heard after the 

The new oscillating spindle sander. One of the new lathes mounted on a plinth. 
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event that crowds were down on Saturday. (Too hot for the visitors to travel.) But apparently the 
Sunday was wall-to-wall people according to eye-witness reports I received. So many in fact it was 
impossible to even get close to some of the demonstrations due to the masses of people. What time I 
had, I spent cutting numerals and letters for a novelty clock I am constructing. It’s a simple design 
and should be available for the Exhibition in November. So how are your entries going?????????? 
 
Pyrography Group – Peter Davies -  25/3/2018 
The dark and miserable morning outside was a stark contrast to the goings on indoors – Dave in one 
room catching up with mentoring and putting Carol through the paces and a bunch of pyrographers 
in the other with the usual banter, advice swapping and generally putting forward solutions to the 
world’s problems (but no one listens to us.) On display were Maike’s framed picture of horses, a 
bunch of Steve’s witty signs and Batoul’s picture of horses and foals. 
 
The day’s work again displayed a wide range of skill and variety: Maike completed a set of coasters, 
each with a picture of a different animal; Steve worked on restocking his supply of signs to make up 
for the sales at Shepparton; Graham now just has to put on a finish and a backboard to complete 
another dog lead hanger; Batoul has taken on another big task with a portrait of a carver at work; I 
embellished some Victorian style mini-clocks and began work on some more of my hand-decorated 
pens – a pooling of ideas for a jig to hold the pens steady has since resulted in a prototype jig, not 
pretty, but it looks like it will work. To quote a famous woodturner, a jig just has to work; it doesn’t 
need to be pretty! 
 
Next meeting Sunday 29th April – please note that this is the fifth Sunday of the month, not the usual 
fourth. 
 
Box Making Group – John Brownrigg  
This group is expanding at a rate of knots!! With the different members come different needs and 
styles, so the current menu of projects is quite diverse. As always, Steve M. is in the workshop with 
his box of tricks and his trick boxes, allowing people to interrogate him for knowledge of tooling and 
box joints. 
 
There is still plenty of room in the workshop for both sessions, so come down if you’d like. We have 
fun and we make some nice stuff. 
 
Instrument Making – John Brownrigg 
Yes, it is new. We have had strong interest in the building musical instruments, mostly from people 
who don’t play anything (yet!!). I’ve spoken to Frank Camera who will lead this group, probably with 
assistance from me about the best direction to follow. Frank is away until mid-April so we’ll talk 
further when he gets back and put together a plan. 
 
I suggest that we start with a 3-string cigar box style guitar like the one I’ve shown at the club a few 
times. This has several advantages. It will define joint work, is simple to use even for non-players 
and makes a great precursor to lead us into ukulele building and beyond. If you are interested in 
exploring this and haven’t yet let me know, give me a call (0409 145516). There also seems no reason 
why such a group couldn’t include some wooden percussion instruments. 
 
Upcoming Events 

• 5th,	6th	May	-	The	Wangaratta	Woodworkers	Inc	Scroll	Saw	Week	End		
• 26th,	27th	May	–	Ballarat	Woodworkers	Guild	-	at	St	Andrews	Church	Hall,	Dawson	Street	

North,	Ballarat	Central	–	30th	anniversary.	
• 22nd	–	24th	June	-	The	2018	Australian	Woodturning	Exhibition	at	the	Kingston	City	Hall,	

985	Nepean	Highway	
Moorabbin.	 	
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EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar       
Box Making 1st Wednesday 

3rd Saturday 
 

1 pm 
9.30 am 

John Brownrigg 

Carving Group 
 

1st & 3rd Friday 9.00 am Sandra Dean 

Open Workshop Tuesday 
 

9.30 am Key Holder 

2nd & 4th Saturday 
 

9.30 am Mark Thompson 

Thursday 
 

9.30 am Key Holder 

Mentoring Monday Monday 9.30 am Dave Mitchell 
Pyrography Group 
 

4th Sunday except 
29th April, 29th July 

9.30 am Peter Davies 

Scroll Saw Group 
 

1st Saturday 9.00 am Steve Mitchener 

Woodturning 
 

1st, 3rd & 5th 
Tuesday 
Thursday 

7.30 pm 
 
1.00pm 

Graeme Deany 
 
Graham Skinner 

Committee Meeting 
 

3rd Wednesday 7.30 pm Committee 

Exhibition Committee 
 

4th Wednesday 1.00 pm Geoff Oliver  

General Meeting 
 

1st Wednesday 8.00 pm In CFA Hall 

Wes’ Workshop 
 

Wednesday Closed 
9.00 am 

Wes Weight 

 
These dates do not take into account public holidays. Please check. 
Note 1.  All members are encouraged to make full use of the clubrooms.  However, the nominated 
activity groups have the dedicated use of the premises during their time slots.  Please consult these 
groups beforehand if there is a special reason to use the workshop during these allotted sessions. 
Note 2. Open workshops generally commence at 9.30 am but if no one arrives by 10.30 am the 
member rostered can close-up.  If you cannot arrive by 10.30 am contact the rostered member to make 
other arrangements. 
Note 3.  Long weekend key holders have the option to cancel.  Members must confirm prior to 
attendance. 
 
Club Key Holders 
The following people are key holders and can be contacted to gain access to the workshop at 
reasonable times outside the regular opening times.  It is a commitment for all key holders to ensure 
club rules and regulations are maintained, including signing in and out in the attendance book, 
cleaning up, checking dust extractor bags, etc. For safety reasons a minimum of two people MUST 
be on site when using workshop equipment. 
J. Winkett,   B. Jackson,   D. Mitchell,   B. Vaughan,  
S. Mitchener,   J. Brownrigg,   L. Kruger,   C. Camera,  
B. Lay,   B. McDonald,   G. Oliver,   S. Dean,  
G. Deany,   M. Thompson,  K. Hawkins  D. Green, 
A. Wainwright. S Watson  G Skinner  
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ELTHAM & DISTRICT WOODWORKER’S INC 
 
Minutes of Members Meeting held on Wednesday March 7th 2018. 
at 8.00pm in CFA Rooms Yarrambat. 
  
Visitors:-  Stacey Stafford - Healthability 
 
Minutes:- Minutes of the February minutes were taken as read with corrections as follows -   “S. 
Mitchener and S. Dean will attend the Shepparton Woodies on March 10th and 11th”. 
 
    Moved    R. Merlo  Seconded D. Reid 

Treasurer’s Report     December 
Income   $1,215.40 
Expenditure   -$743.54  
Net        $471.86 
Month end  balances-  
Cheque a/c   $12,726 
Term dep 1    $13,269 
Term dep2   $15757 
             
Total funds      $41,752 

  
            Moved D. Mitchel  Seconded  G. Oliver  carried. 
 

Correspondence in 
• Council	accounts	re	rent	arrears	–	Challenged	by	D.	Mitchell	and	found	to	be	an	error.	
• New	Applicants		 Helen	Anderson		
• Various	newsletters	
• Flyer	for	Hand	Tool	Preservation	Society	re	forthcoming	sale.	

Correspondence out 
Various replies to above. 

General Business 
• T.	Orbe			Bunnings	sausage	sizzle	on	Easter	Sunday	April	1st.	Requested	two	

additional	volunteers	to	man	the	stand.	
• D.	Mitchel	re	Xmas	function	survey	–	poor	response	–	will	pursue	individual	

members	for	ideas.			
• J.	Brownrigg	reminded	members	to	purchase	items	from	Timbecon	under	EDWC	

account	to	receive	10	%	discount.			Also	advised	the	Melbourne	school	of	fine	
woodworking	were	selling	off	hand	tools	ex	a	closed	TAFE	–	refer	to	web	site.	

• J.	Brownrigg	–	new	luthiers	group	to	be	formed	–	instrument	making	including	
Ukuleles	assisted	/	led	by	F.	Camera.	Membership	to	be	surveyed	for	interest.		

• J.	Winkett	requested	members	to	help	with	barbie	doll	wardrobes	and	showed	a	
fine	first	unit	made	by	F.	Camera.	
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Show and Tell 
• 	D.	Green	showed	the	Prize	Wheel	that	he	constructed	for	Healthability	that	

including	several	different	wheels	that	can	be	attached.	The	ability	to	wheel	the	
unit	to	storage	was	also	demonstrated.	

• Wes	Weight	showed	some	exquisite	photo	etched	glass	panes	that	he	made	using	
his	own	(secret)	method	that	involved	etching	with	Hydrofluoric	acid	that	he	
believed	was	too	dangerous	for	general	use.	

• Barry	Lay	showed	some	small	hinge	centering	twist	drills	that	he	bought	on	line	for	
a	very	small	sum.	

• M.	Thompson	showed	the	figured	red	gum	frame	he	made	for	the	raffle	prize	
featuring	M.	Prichard’s	pyrography.	

• B.	Barbar	showed	several	carved	ducks	that	she	had	made	as	a	“newbie”	in	the	
carving	group.	

Guest speaker  
Chris Kelly – club member who is an avid boat builder. 

 
Chris discussed wooden boat building techniques and his progression from attending a 
boat building course in MT Barker S.A with no experience to completing several very 
successful boats.    Chris is a member of the Wooden Boat Association. 
https://www.woodenboat.asn.au/ 

 
Meeting closed 9:20   
  


