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Presidential Words 

For July 2018 

 

Dear Members,  
 
June was a busy month for WSQ, with our Annual 
Competition on June 5 to 8, Open Days on the 
weekend of June 9 and 10, and the macadamia 
turning project for the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries.  Competition results and Open Day photos 
feature later in the newsletter.  On Tuesday 26 June, 
Gaz Hopewell from DAF collected the pieces produced 
from the green macadamia timber that was delivered 
in May and was very appreciative of our efforts.  Many 
thanks to all members who contributed to this project. 
 

 
 
Management Committee Changes 
As previously notified by e-mail to members, the 
Management Committee was deeply saddened to 
learn that Kev Kruger has resigned as Vice President 
of WSQ for serious health reasons.  Kev has served 
on the Management Committee for 14 years (2005-
2018), and as Vice President for the last 10 years.  His 
attention to detail, expertise in the governance of 
incorporated associations and preparation of Minutes 
have been of great value in keeping the Committee 
and the Society in general on a steady course.  In 
recent years, Kev’s role as Chair of the Financial 
Grants Sub-Committee has seen a marked increase in 
grant funding for equipment and other projects.  On 

behalf of all members who have served on the 
Management Committee since 2005, I thank Kev for 
his enormous contribution, dedication and commitment 
over the last 14 years.  Best wishes, Kev, from all of us 
as you confront your current personal challenges. 
 
As a result of Kev’s resignation from the Management 
Committee, Bob Kennedy has been appointed as Vice 
President for the remainder of this year.  
Congratulations, Bob, and many thanks for agreeing to 
take on this new responsibility.  It is gratifying that 
three WSQ members have volunteered for the 
resulting vacant position on the Management 
Committee, and the Committee will have a tough job 
deciding on the replacement at its next meeting (14 
July). 
 
Andrew Potočnik Demonstration, Saturday 6 
October  
Topics for Andrew Potočnik’s demo in October have 
now been finalised: 

• Textured borders on bowls using moulding 
paste and paint to add a bit of 'zing' to bland 
timbers 

• How he turns pod forms, including steam 
bending of the stems 

• Design aspects and options for creating a 
suitable presentation of the pod forms 

• Multi axis lidded containers simplified (if time 
permits) 
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It will be an all-day demo and the cost will be $35, 
including lunch and morning/afternoon teas.  
 
Brian Creese 
President 

Library Displays 
 NORTHSIDE  SOUTHSIDE 

June Arana Hills Carindale 

July Albany Creek Logan West 

August Strathpine TBA 

 
Many thanks to all those people who have loaned items for display.  If you are willing to offer some of 
your pieces for display, Sandy and John would be pleased to talk to you. 
 

 
 
 

New Members 
There were 3 new members in the last month.  
The new members are: 
 

• Issy Fitzsimons Reilly from West End 

• Michael Kennedy from Greenslopes 

• Shari Lyon from Highgate Hill 

 
Please make them welcome when you meet 
them at WSQ Hall. 
 
Alwyn Clark 
WSQ Membership Secretary 

WSQ Library News 
Books, DVD’S, Magazine’s Missing as at 20/06/2018 

 

Books 

Legend Title Author Borrower 

3.3.6 Fine Woodworking Techniques 7 Fine Woodworking mag Missing 

3.3.25 English Windsor Chairs Ivan G Sparks Missing 

4.2.29A Richard Raffan Turning Wood Richard Raffan Missing 

DVD’S 

Legend Title Author Borrower 

3.2.100 Pyrography Workshop Sue Walters Missing 

4.5.131 Brian McEvoy’s Secrets to Airbrushing  Missing 

Magazines 

Legend Title Author Borrower 

9.6.2 The Woodturner-Sundry Collection  Missing 

 

After a recent stocktake these Items were found to be missing from the Library.  Members, could you 

please check at home to see if you have any of these items? 

 
Alwyn Clark 
Librarian 

John Byrne 
WSQ Member 

Sandy May 
WSQ Member 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

May was a quite month from a financial 
perspective with the summary at the end of the 
month being: 
 
Receipts 
Memberships $1,530 
Meeting Income $1,413 
Shop Sales $1,079 
Hall Letting $1,000 
Sundry Income      $219 
 $5,241 
Less Payments 
Workshop Expenses $824 
Newsletter Expenses $105 
Cleaning $240 
Insurance $320 
Shop Purchases $901 
Library Purchases $41 
Telephone & Internet $111 
Other Expenses    $184 
 $2,726 
 
Cash Surplus $2,515 
 
Cash at Bank $28,222 
 
All Income/Expense items listed above are 
“standard”.  

 

The results for the Open Day Weekend held 
on 9th and !0th June were: 
 
Sale of Member’s Items $1,770.00 
 
Commission on Sales  $265.60 
Café $286.90 
Raffle $276.00 
Toy Sales $120.00 
WSQ Sales      $53.30 
Total Income $1,001.40 
 
Costs  $121.35 
Profit $880.05 
 
 
 Sat Sun 
 
Door 64 135 
Raffle Tickets 121 225 
 
Whilst the financial result isn’t as good as 
previous years, the weekend still served its 
purpose in showcasing our facilities to the 
public, and in particular, to the neighbouring 
population. 
 
John Reed 
Treasurer

Open Day Visitors 

 
John Sheppard Presents Terri Butler 

(MHR for Griffith) with a Bilby 
 

Visitors Browse the Items for Sale 

 
Joe Kelly (MLA for Greenslopes) 

Discusses one of Allan Short’s entries 
with Allan and Brian Creese  

Terri Butler Presents Brian Creese with a 
“Big Cheque” for the Felder Bandsaw 

 
Norm Dunkley Chats to Some Young 

Visitors About His Items for Sale 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk
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                              Diary and Looking Ahead at WSQ 

July 2018 and Beyond 

 

Grand Opening Garden City Library - Special Request 
 
Garden City library is having a formal Opening of their new 
location at Garden City later this month.  They have 
contacted me to ask if the Woodturners Society of 
Queensland Club Members would be able to participate in 
their Grand Opening.  Nigel (librarian) has advised me that 
our displays of hand-crafted items draw the most public 
comments of appreciation of all the displays they host. 
 
Therefore, I would like to invite members who are willing to 
loan me a piece of high quality (now don’t be shy it’s not a 
competition) for this exhibition for the period required, i.e. 
approximately 20/7/2018 to 30/8/2018.  Items will be 

collected from the club and placed in the Library for safe 
keeping.  Please supply your items in a suitable small box 
with wrapping for protection and with your name on the 
outside of the box.  If you have a business card, please place 
one in the box with your item.  If possible, your business card 
will be displayed with your item.  This is not essential as 
members of the public who are interested in buying 
displayed items usually ring the club on the phone number 
provided on our brochures. 
 
Sandy May 
WSQ Member 

Date Day of Month  Session Title Convenors Times 

3 July   1st Tuesday Open Workshop 

 

New Member Training 

Pyrography Group 

Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob  

McGeechan 

 

Rosie Thornton 

8.00am – Noon 

 

1.00pm – 3.30pm 

1.00pm – 4.00pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

5 July   1st Thursday WSQ Safety & Workshop  

Induction for New Members 

 9.00am – 12noon 

6 July   1st Friday Toy and Open Workshop 

Toy Group 

Open Workshop 

 

Peter Churchward 

 

8.00am – 3.00pm 

7 July   1st Saturday WSQ Demonstration See below 9.00am – Noon 

10 July   2nd Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Lyndon Prescott  
 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

12 July   2nd Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 

Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  

 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

14 July   2nd Saturday Management Committee  

Meeting 
 

9.00am – Noon 

16 July   3rd Monday Pyrography Group Rosie Thornton 9.00am – Noon 

17 July   3rd Tuesday Open Workshop 
 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob 
McGeechan 
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members 
welcome) 
John Sheppard 

8.00am – Noon 
 
1.00pm –3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

21 July   3rd Saturday Woodturning Discussion 
Forum/ Show and Tell 

See below 9.00am – Noon 

24 July   4th Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members 
welcome) 
Allan Dickson 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

26 July   4th Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 
Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  
 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

31 July   5th Tuesday - 
Only if one 
falls in the 
month 

Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee 
Rob McKee 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

Future Events and Important Dates 

Saturday 7 July Demonstration titled “Using a Bowl Saver” by Allan Dickson and Albert Takken  -  
9am to noon  -  Cost: $5 

Saturday 11 and 
Sunday 12 August 

WSQ Woodturning Exhibition at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Auditorium  -  
9am to 4pm  -  Cost: FREE  -  Refreshments available at modest cost 
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2018 Competition Results 
 
In WSQ’s Annual Competition in June, 20 members entered a total of 68 works.  Prizes were awarded to 44 of the 
items, shown by category below. 
 

Name Prize Item 
No 

Score*  Name Prize Item 
No 

Score* 

Category A – Large Bowl  Category E – Lidded Container 

Level 1  Level 1 

Dan Woodward First A10 705  Dan Woodward First H6 758 

Charlie Edwards Second  A2 668  Gary Bidgood Second  E1 742 

Charlie Edwards HC** A13 650  Level 2 

Charlie Edwards HC A8 648  Don McMillan First E6 684 

Lee Wilson HC A1 648  Don McMillan Second  E7 640 

Level 2     Level 3 

John Byrne First A5 705  Boris Polak First E5 627 

Lyn Woodward Second A11 682  Category F – Laminated or Segmented Forms 

Level 3     Level 1 

John Donaldson First A3 652  Gary Bidgood First F2 732 

Michael Kells Second  A9 575  Gary Bidgood Second F1 724 

Category B – Small Bowl  Allan Short HC F3 700 

Level 1  Allan Short HC F4 686 

Dan Woodward First B8 695  Allan Short HC F5 676 

Lee Wilson Second  B1 637  Level 3 

Allan Short HC B2 634  Alan Loxton Second F6 700 

Level 3  Category G – Pens & Pencils 

Boris Polak First B12 614  Level 3 

John Donaldson Second  B11 597  Stuart Doherty First G2 580 

Toni Dowd HC B4 580  Stuart Doherty Second G1 564 

Category C – Platter or Plate  Category H – Identical Pair or Matching Set 

Level 1  Level 1 

Dan Woodward First C3 650  Gary Bidgood First H1 630 

Level 2     Level 2 

Ian Symes First C2 639  Ian Symes First H2 650 

Category D – Spindle Turning and Vases  Category I – Article with Other Work 

Level 1  Level 1 

Dan Woodward First D14 715  Brian Creese First I5 643 

Allan Short Second D1 643  Brian Creese Second I4 613 

Level 2  Level 2 

Ian Symes First D10 647  John Byrne First I3 629 

Level 3  Level 3 

Boris Polak First D3 645  Garth Forster First I3 607 

Boris Polak Second D4 642  Category J – Non-Turned Items 

Stuart Doherty HC D11 618  Level 3 

Stuart Doherty HC D12 584  Toni Dowd First J1 537 

* Maximum score is 800 points  ** HC = Highly Commended 
 
In addition to the above prizes in each category, the following Perpetual Trophies were awarded: 
 

➢ Moreton Machine Trophy (Encouragement Award for the item with highest points in Level 3): Alan Loxton 
(Item F6) 

➢ Max Morris Shield (Item with highest points in Level 1 or 2): Dan Woodward (Item E8) 
➢ Mario Luigi Calligaris (Ma.Lu.Ca.) Award (highest aggregate score in Level 1): Dan Woodward (3523 points) 
➢ Ben Flack Memorial Trophy (highest score for item with other work): Brian Creese (Item I5) 
➢ Ray Hall Memorial Trophy (entry showing the greatest innovation in any facet of woodturning): Gary Bidgood 

(Item E1) 
➢ David Thomas Memorial Trophy (highest score for ornamental turning): not awarded this year. 

 
The People’s Choice Award was contested for the second time this year, based on votes cast by visitors to WSQ’s 
Open Days on 9-10 June.  A total of 111 visitors admired the display of award-winning pieces and cast their vote for 
the one they liked best.  The winner was Gary Bidgood’s “Sea Life” bowl in the Segmented Turning category (Item 
F2), with 14 votes.  The Runner-Up was Allan Short’s open-lattice vase (Item F3), with 13 votes.  These two works are 
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shown in the photos below.  Pictures of the other prize-winning pieces can be seen on our webpage 
http://woodturnerssocietyqld.org.au/2018-competition or Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/woodturnerssocietyofqld/photos/?tab=album&album_id=964640467048011. 
 

      
 
Level Promotions: Congratulations to John Byrne (Level 2 to Level 1), Ian Symes (Level 2 to Level 1), Don McMillan 
(Level 2 to Level 1), and Boris Polak (Level 3 to Level 2). Promotion between levels is based on the award of two or 
more first prizes in separate categories in the current year or the previous 3 years.  First prizes count towards 
promotion only if they are at least 70% of the maximum for promotion from Level 3 to Level 2, or 75% of maximum for 
promotion from Level 2 to Level 1. 
 
Brian Creese 
President 
 

 
Gary Bidgood Receives the Ray Hall Memorial Trophy from 

WSQ Patron Cr Ian McKenzie 

 
Dan Woodward Receives the Max Morris Shield from WSQ 

Patron Cr Ian McKenzie 

 
Segmented Turning Entries 

 
Lidded Container Entries 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

http://woodturnerssocietyqld.org.au/2018-competition
https://www.facebook.com/pg/woodturnerssocietyofqld/photos/?tab=album&album_id=964640467048011
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Musings of Mister Vice 
 

 
 
Now that I have left the Society, I would like to take 
this opportunity, whilst I am able, to put down a few 
thoughts/recollections viz: 
 
As A New Member Starting Out:  Beginning at High 
School in the Fifties, I did a Manual Arts course and 
over the following years did a lot of wood craft, but 
never touched a wood lathe (or even thought much of 
it for that matter) until I attended a Timber & Working 
with Wood Show at the RNA in 2003, I think, a year or 
so after I retired after almost 50 years of being in the 
Queensland Public Service.  When I checked out the 
WSQ stand there I was very interested in a new 
avenue, i.e. woodturning, and subsequently signed up 
at Pine Street on 7/7/2003.  And the rest went on from 
there.  As most would be aware, I never did buy my 
own home workshop lathe but was able instead, most 
times, to create pieces that interested me over the 
almost 15 years of using the club’s facilities, principally 
wood lathes.  By necessity, most were small as having 
to be transported by bus – like “shoe box” turning as 
someone once told me- but that was OK, it suited me.  
Even though a turner of only very modest capabilities, I 
valued the advice of many of the old mentors (long 
since gone of course), notwithstanding them being in 
despair that I would never make a good turner.  I didn’t 
have “soft hands”, they claimed (too much clutching 
with a “death grip”) and I was also far too impatient to 
get the job done properly.  But never mind, I enjoyed 
myself and managed to create various bits and pieces 
that pleased me and others. 
 
The Vice Presidency:  It was my great privilege to 
hold the position of Society Vice President from 2008 
until this year, after taking over from Greg Fletcher 
(after being a Committee Member starting in 2004).  
Interestingly, whilst there is such a position under 
WSQ Constitution, it does not exist under the 
Association Incorporation Act 1981 – only the positions 
of President, Secretary and Treasurer of which, at 
least under the Act, the Secretary carries the most 
responsibility.  That said, during my term of Vice 
President I would hope that I managed to carve a bit of 
a “niche” that addressed WH&S and in particular 
Society Governance, which really didn’t appear to be 
very prominent in management thinking in the early 
years.  Also, to my mind, past Vice Presidents tended 
to hold more of a figurehead position in the club rather 
than carry out a more substantive role.  Taking on the 
next step, I never stood for the position of President as 

I always took the view that the President of the club 
should have exceptional technical talents (e.g. 
woodturning), demonstrate that capability and provide 
leadership and direction for the betterment of the club 
and its members. 
 
Providing Minutes of Meetings:  As an old 
Administrator from way back, I’ve always had a bit of a 
forte I suppose for the taking and producing of Minutes 
of Meetings (and as an inveterate note taker too).  
Taking Minutes started back in Ian Trail’s day in 2004 
when he was then Secretary.  This wasn’t something 
he was really comfortable with.  I was and took on that 
activity and just carried on up until recently, with the 
imprimatur of subsequent Secretaries.  Mainly I think 
this allowed them to better participate more fully in the 
meeting process and I was more than happy to do the 
paper work side.  Like topsy, the Minutes grew to 4 X 
A4 pages each meeting, but I think this was due to the 
rather lengthy Agenda topics that were generated.  I 
did manage to get the Minutes down to 2 pages once, 
but that was probably just a fluke.  I also have to 
mention that the incorporation of the Action List in 
around 2005 was a real boon and was due solely to a 
suggestion made by then Committee Member, Jim 
Buxton at that time.  This was an extremely positive 
move and even these days if some on the Committee 
only just see it as a substitute for the full Minutes, then 
that’s OK too!!  A parting thought – I firmly believe that 
Minutes of Meetings should be accurate, text of 
readability such that an absent Committee Member (or 
interested WSQ member) could make sense of what’s 
been discussed and that every decision made by the 
Committee should be recorded and/or Motions 
properly passed by the members present at that 
meeting. 
 
Publication of Handbooks/Booklets:  One of the 
things I thought could have value, principally for 
Committee reference (and other members via the 
Library) was the introduction of a suite of handbooks 
/booklets that started originally with the issue of a 
Safety Booklet: Workplace Health and Safety 
Guidance for WSQ Members in 2007.  Those that 
followed included: By Laws of the Woodturners Society 
of Qld Inc (2007), Handbook for WSQ Office Bearers 
and Other Position Holders (2008), Workplace Health 
and Safety Risk Management Program (2009), WSQ 
Disaster Recovery and Operational Continuity Plan 
(2012), A Chronology of the Pine Street Extensions 
(2012), WSQ Management Committee: Who, What, 
Why (2013), Constitution Aide Memoire (2014) and A 
Guide to Obtaining Financial Grants (2016).  The 
Constitution of the Woodturners Society of 
Queensland Inc had been in place since Society 
incorporation in 1986 with various amendments along 
the way.  The original Safety Booklet evolved later on 
in 2014 into the Safety Manual we know today, which 
is now available on WSQ web page.  Speaking of the 
Safety Booklet, I was reminded of one time by a then 
new member (retired school teacher) who complained 
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at length that the booklet was riddled from front to back 
with grammatical, typographical and content structural 
errors!!  Which only goes to prove that you can’t 
please all the people all the time. 
 
WH&S and Society Governance:  From a WH&S 
viewpoint, the Risk Management Program (including 
Risk Register) implemented in 2009 has been of value 
to the club in many ways with the Committee being 
able to demonstrate the appropriateness of the 
Program and annually review the Register and 
especially the promulgation/review of the Society’s 
WH&S Policy.  Also, in practical terms, the posting of 
the Workshop Code of Conduct applying to members 
and visitors alike in using/observing club machinery 
and equipment.  The latter, like the original Safety 
Booklet was an offshoot that started in Ian Trail’s day 
(or perhaps even before that).  Strong governance, I 
hope, has been implemented by way of the 
Committee, strongly driven at meetings and observing 
in particular requirements such as the Association 
Incorporation Act 1981, WSQ Constitution, By Laws, 
WSQ 5 Year Strategic Plan, WSQ Organizational 
Chart and so on.  The one regret, I suppose, is that we 
haven’t managed to fill the position of WH&S Officer in 
the club to date. 
 
Financial Grants Sub Committee:  At the risk of 
sounding my own trumpet, I thought there’s much 
value in continuing with the Sub Committee activities.  
I know we didn’t score too many runs on the board this 
year, but perseverance will pay off in the goodness 
and fullness of time.  I know this was one of my 
“babies” but I do really urge you to carry on this work 
for the benefit of members and the club.  I’m well 
aware of the old argument that WSQ Hall belongs to 
Council and not the club, so why bother, but that 
shouldn’t stop us from putting in the effort for our 
members benefit.  The big-ticket item of course will be 
securing the GCBF grant to install a solar array on the 
roof to reduce electricity costs, greenhouse gas 
emissions etc.  I feel very positive that the Committee 
will see this though to the end and make it happen 
sooner rather than later!! 
 
Two Presidents:  I would suggest to you that between 
2004 and 2017 we were extremely well lead by Phil 
Harris and Rob McKee respectively.  Phil’s leadership 
from 2004 was perhaps more behind the scenes as he 
provided the direction necessary to advance the 
extensions of the existing workshop building to that 
which included the new Auditorium, Library, 
Kitchenette, Toilets and Ramp on the Pine Street 
frontage.  This took quite a while from when the 
detailed plans and DA was lodged in May 2007 
through to extensions being officially opened by our 
Patron, Cr Ian McKenzie in March 2012 but it was well 
worth it.  More could be said about Phil’s tenure in 
office, but the members must be very grateful for his 
efforts (and of course that of the Committee that 
assisted so ably at the time).  On the other hand, we 
are also indebted I believe to our Immediate Past 

President, Rob McKee during his period of office from 
2010 to 2017 when he brought to the club a depth of 
being a cabinet maker, a retired TAFE teacher, 
excellence in woodcraft and in particular woodturning 
with knowledge unsurpassed by few others in my 
opinion.  As well, he was always approachable and 
was pleased to impart his knowledge and technical 
ability to all members, especially to our new members 
starting out via his various in-house training courses.  
Rob and Phil as you will recall were both rightly 
awarded Life Membership of the Society in recognition 
of their respective contributions to the club. 
 
A Men’s Shed - To Be or not to Be?:  
Notwithstanding that some may feel WSQ should head 
in this direction, I strongly believe that we never have  
and never should go down that road.  The Men’s Shed 
Association has a place in the community scheme of 
things, especially in fostering men’s health, and rightly 
so.  By all means, partner with them as necessary, but 
we should always remember that the Woodturners 
Society of Queensland Inc has a proud history of being 
the pre-eminent woodturning organization in 
Queensland and we should never forego that position. 
 
The Management Committee:  I firmly believe that 
the Management Committee, especially in the  years 
of Rob’s Presidency, has been one of the most 
productive group of Committee members you could 
hope to find anywhere.  Everyone pulled their weight 
and pitched in for the common cause and members 
benefit.  Seldom, in my view, would you find the 
degree of camaraderie that existed amongst that 
particular group of men and women.  Speaking of the 
latter- I would urge the Committee to seek out new 
faces and fresh ideas and especially the women’s 
touch that ladies bring to the organization.  I know we 
have relatively few lady turners in the club and even 
fewer wishing to put their hand’s up to serve on the 
Committee (Lyn and Rosie excepted of course), but it 
can be done.  And who knows, maybe in the not too 
distant future a Madam President of the Society could 
yet again emerge (it’s happened before!!).  May I 
sincerely thank you all for the gift of your friendship 
over the years and hope the Committee will continue 
to remain a vital part of the club and go from strength 
to strength in the years ahead (as I know you will), 
especially with the Society celebrating its 40th 
milestone year in 2019. 
 
To Conclude:  It is with very much regret that I have 
now left the club, but look back with fondness how 
much the club and its many members played in my 
over 14 years of club life.  For that I am very grateful.  I 
hope that in some way I have made at least some 
small contribution to the club and I wish you, the 
Management Committee, and all WSQ members every 
success in the journey ahead. 
 
Kev Kruger 
Past Vice President 
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June Demonstration 
 

Seventeen intrepid WSQ members turned up at WSQ 
Hall on the morning of Saturday June 2 to attend John 
Sheppard’s demonstration titled “Long Stemmed 
Goblet”. 
 
John had prepared his demo blank prior to the 
demonstration, i.e. he had turned the blank to round 
and had prepared a suitable spigot on one end for a 
small scroll chuck.  It was New Guinea Rosewood.  
John stressed the need for the grain to run straight 
along the length of the blank for this type of project.  
He mounted the blank on the lathe and brought up the 
tailstock with a live stebcentre.  John then turned the 
outside of the goblet using a small detail gouge.  He 
used a handheld drill bit to mark the depth that the 
goblet should be.  Using a small swan neck hollowing 
tool with a small round microcutter tip John carefully 
removed the waste from inside the goblet using small 
pull cuts from the centre to the inner wall.  He advised 
that the shape inside the goblet must be parallel to the 
outside of the goblet otherwise it may run out of 
balance in later stages of the turning process.  When 
he was happy with the waste removal John rounded 
the top edge with a fine spindle gouge.  John reduced 
the lathe speed to 800 rpm and sanded the inside and 
outside of the goblet using homemade tools with 
Velcro tape and Velcro backed sandpaper.  With the 
goblet done and dusted, it was time to move on to the 
long stem. 
 

 
John’s Hollowing Tool 

 
John fitted a timber jam chuck with an inbuilt bearing 
into the tailstock which he brought up to the goblet to 
support it.  He increased the lathe speed to about 1800 
rpm.  He stressed that the stem had to be thinned in 
small sections of 25 mm to 50 mm.  The process used 
to thin the stem was pretty straightforward, use push 
cuts to remove the waste, pull cuts to smooth and 
refine the shape, and sand.  It sounds pretty simple, 
until you realise John was trying to produce a stem of 
about 200 mm in length and a uniform thickness of 
about 5 mm.  It was like tightrope walking on the lathe.  
We all held our breath and crossed our fingers as John 
(cool as a cucumber) worked his way down the length 
of the stem. 
 

John used a parting tool to mark the bottom of the 
goblet.  He shaped the bottom with a small spindle 
gouge.  He used a dual flute beading tool to create a 
group of beads at the bottom of the stem.  John 

sanded the base and then parted it off and he used a 
sanding block in the lathe to remove the stub 
remaining under the base.  The finish would be applied 
later. 
 

 
John Finesses the Stem 

 

 
The Goblet (and John) Prior to Being Parted Off 

 
John had reached this stage by 10:30am, so he spent 
the rest of the session giving a lesson on using a scroll 
chuck in compression and expansion modes, and 
creating a finial in New Guinea ebony (see below). 
 

 
 
Those present gave John a hearty round of applause 
in thanks for his excellent and entertaining 
demonstration.  Well done John. 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 
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Tree of the Month 

Southern Silky Oak 
 

 
Southern Silky Oak Tree 

 

Botanical name: Grevillea robusta. 
 
Distribution: A medium sized hardwood that grows in 
rainforests between the North Coast of New South 
Wales and Southern Queensland. 
 
Other common name: Lacewood (in North America) 
 
Colour: The heartwood is pale pinkish brown 
darkening slightly on exposure.  The rays are 
prominent and vary in size. 
 
The timber: The grain is generally straight.  The 
texture is coarse and even.  It has a silky lustre. 
 
Mechanical properties:  The timber is principally an 
interior grade material.  It is stable and can be used in 
steam bending applications.  
 
Working properties: Reasonably easy to work with 
hand and machine tools.  Cutter angles need to be 
reduced to 20 degrees to achieve excellent results.  
No pre-drilling is required for nails or screws.  
Southern Silky Oak can be glued satisfactorily 
although the carbohydrates that are sometimes 
extruded from the timber can affect the strength of the 
glue joint.  Finishes highlight the natural features of the 
timber.  It is available in both quarter and back sawn 
boards. 
 
Uses: Beautiful furniture.  Cabinet work, panelling, 
turnery and flooring.  It is not available as a veneer. 
 
Availability: Common.  

 

 
 

 
Silky Oak Timber 

 

 
Silky Oak Platter by Brian Creese 

 

 
Silky Oak Platter by Richard Symes 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

 
The text, timber images and tree image were sourced from 
“Timber in Australia in Colour” by David C Clark, and the 
turned images were provided by WSQ.
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All contributions for the August 2018 

edition of Turning Talk need to be 

submitted by no later than  

Sunday 29 July 2018. 

. 

The views expressed in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the Woodturners Society of 

Queensland or its Management Committee. 

Other organisations are welcome to use, with 

appropriate acknowledgement, editorial material 

from this publication. 

 
You’re invited to contribute to the content of TT. 

To do so, preferably by Email: 

gholbeck@hotmail.com  

Or, by mail: 

C/O TT EDITOR @ WSQ  

19 Pine Street, Greenslopes 

Brisbane, Qld 4120 

mailto:gholbeck@hotmail.com

