
               DIARY… 2017  

February 25
th

   Robbo’s Open Day on finishing 

March 3
rd

 – 5
th

   Bowna Turnabout 

March 6
th

   Committee Meeting 

March 11
th

-12
th
   Goulburn Valley Woodturning Show 

March 13
th

   General Meeting 

April 3
rd

   Committee Meeting 

April 10
th

   General Meeting 

April 14
th

-17
th

   Easter at Cowes & Churchill Island 

May 1
st
   Committee Meeting 

May 1
st
 – 7

th
   Barham/Koondrook trip away 

May 6
th

 and 7
th

   Wangaratta Scrollsaw Weekend 

May 8
th

   General Meeting 

May 24
th

 - 28
th
   Peninsula Woodies exhibition 

June 5
th

   Committee Meeting 

June 12
th
   General Meeting 

June 16
th

-18
th

   Australian Woodturning Exhibition 

July 3
rd

   Committee Meeting 

July 8
th
   Bunnings BBQ 

 

YOUR COMMITTEE  

 

PRESIDENT:  

Lionel Wood   -     (03) 5672 2029 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  

     John Davies -    (03) 5655 2027 

ACT. SECRETARY:  

  Alan Hurst   -      (03) 5674 2324 

TREASURER: 

  Kaye Hatton   -    (03) 5997 2473 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

  Eric Thorpe -   (03) 5672 1931 

  Tony Stephens - (03) 5662 2957 

Ray Oram -   (03) 5662 4181 

Geoff Barker -  0438 225 338 

Lex Van Saane -  (03) 5674 6634 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

       Hi fellow Woodies –  

       I will begin by remarking that the club year is starting off very well, with new   

       members seeming to sign up every week. It is a sign that we must be doing    

       something right. Keep up the good work of spreading the word about the club; we  

       can still accommodate more members! Don’t forget that there are some great club  

       activities coming up in the near future, with Churchill Island (with the toymakers)  

       and a shop at Cowes over Easter, and then the annual trip to Koondrook/Barham  

       being planned for early May. Watch the newsletter, and keep an eye on the club  

       noticeboard for further updates. Being a part of these activities really makes you  

       appreciate the club and what it stands for – and all help is welcomed! I want to take 

a little part of this letter to send a special message to Bernie Bambling for his upcoming operation in 

March. Bernie, all at the club are thinking of you at this time. May it go well.  We still wait with bated 

breath for the Shire Council to issue permits for the club extension – I just can’t wait for this much 

needed work to start, so that we can expand our activities into the new areas. We will be looking for lots 

of assistance from the members when it does begin. 

Regards,      

Lionel. 

 

NEWSLETTER OF WONTHAGGI WOODCRAFTERS INC. 

ISSUE 122 - FEBRUARY 2017 



SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES:  

Available - Velcro-back rolls in grits from 80 to 500, one metre rolls of high quality sandpaper, mixed 

grit packs, sanding discs and belts, BEARTEX sanding pads in 4 different grits, end grain sealer, bottles 

of Superglue, EEE and Shellawax. Ear muffs and safety glasses are also available and a wide variety of 

pen blank packs (6 or 8 per pack) at $5 pack. Please don’t break up these packs. Streamline pen kits are 

on order.      Ensure everything that is purchased, including timber, is receipted - see your Supervisor. 

Items are on-sold at cost price. Please fill out a receipt if you purchase any of these items. 
 

 
 

LIBRARIAN’S CHALLENGES FOR 2017:       

Let’s see if we can all really support this initiative –  

March -   Picture-frame inset box to dimensions - Page 140 Turned Boxes 50 Designs by Chris Stott 

April - Wooden puzzle 

May - Clock inset in wood 

June - Pair of candlesticks eg. Sir Henry Parkes design - Page 60 Dec 2015 Australian Woodworker 

July - Toy or game (no batteries required) 

August - Carved gum leaf eg. Page 62 June 2016 Australian Woodworker (using high speed rotary tools) 

September - Bud Vase 

October - Laminated item 

November - Lookalike Melbourne Cup or the Ashes Urn 

WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 
WOODTURNING:     Regular Sessions 

Monday                     9 am – 12 noon   Contact Hartley Tobin:    5997 6328                                  

        Neil Bateman:     5672 3229  or   Neil Lenne:   5678 5736 

Monday                     5 pm – 8 pm        Contact John DiStefano:   5678 3294 

Wednesday     1pm – 4pm     Contact Lionel Wood:  5672 2029 

Friday                      9 am – 12 noon    Contact Hartley Tobin:     5997 6328 

                               Neil Bateman:    5672 3229  or   Neil Lenne:   5678 5736 
 

SEGMENTED TURNING: Regular Sessions  

Friday         9am to 12 noon    Contact Alan McNaught:  5674 2457 
                                                                                 
WOODTURNING:     On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based)  1 pm – 4 pm      Contact Hartley Tobin:      5997 6328 

 

TOY GROUP:             Regular Sessions 

Tuesday                         9 am – 4 pm       Contact Ron Snooks:        5672 2113 or 0429 722 113 
 

PYROGRAPHY:        Regular Sessions 

Wednesday                    1 pm – 4 pm        Contact Michael Bladen:   0428 270 850 

 

SCROLL SAWING:   Regular Sessions 

Wednesday              9 am – 12 noon   Contact Lionel Wood:        5672 2029 

                or     Ray Oram:   5662 4181 
 

BANDSAW BOX MAKING:   On-demand Sessions 

Monday                     1 pm – 4 pm      Contact Hartley Tobin:      5997 6328 
 

JOINERY & SMALL FURNITURE MAKING:    Regular Sessions  

Thursday       9am - 12 noon    Contact Robert Millard:  0418 565 467 
  

CARVING:   Regular Sessions        

Friday       9am – 12 noon Contact Lionel Wood:   5672 2029 
 

As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants, please 

notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

 



Kaye 
Illingworth 

 
 

 MEETING ROOM CLEANING ROSTER: 

March:   Tony Hughes    Mario Toffolon 

April:   Anne Ormshaw   Imelda Daly 

May:    Alan Jones     Peter Morrissey  

June:    Marion Kerry    Kaye Illingworth 

July:    Tony Stephens    Ray Oram 

August:   Norm Court     Ken Urquhart 

September:  Syd Gordon     Gerald Lynch 

October:     John Davies     Alan Morcom 

November:  Frank VanPelt     Debbie VanPelt 

If these dates don’t suit, please arrange a swap and let Alan Hurst know to change Newsletter details.  

 

 
 

MEMBER PROFILE: 

 

 

 

 

 

I grew up on a wheat and sheep farm east 

of Katanning, Western Australia, which 

gave me a great love of rural life and 

‘mucking about in the shed’. I wanted to be 

a farmer but as was tradition, my 2 brothers 

went on the farm and so I headed to WA University immersing myself in 

Economics.  After a few years working in the Educational Development Unit 

at the Western Australian Institute of Technology (nothing to do with 

Economics) my husband was transferred to RMIT. When my 2 children were 

at school I went to Monash and completed my Post Graduate Degree in 

Psychology, which was far more interesting than economics, and then my 

Doctorate of Psychology at Deakin. This led to 20 years working as a lecturer 

at Deakin 3 days a week while running a private practice for the other two days. I really enjoyed the 

combination of academic life balanced with client work. 

During this time I attended TAFE in the evenings to learn furniture making and made a chest of drawers 

to hold my embroidery threads. This experience gave me a love of wood but more importantly, exposure 

to the woodturning class in the next room!  

It wasn’t until 17 years ago that Alan and I were drawn back to the rural life and Corinella fitted the bill 

of a country setting with Melbourne still accessible for work. I kept working at Deakin but closed my 

private practice leaving time to join the Wonthaggi Club to learn woodturning under the guidance of 

George Hill, Bill Moat and Hartley Tobin. At that time I focused on items related to the textile industry, 

as quilting and cross stitch were among my other main hobbies and I became fascinated with making lace 

bobbins. Unfortunately after 5 years in the club, work took over again, having left Deakin and relocated 

my work to Bass Coast Community Health, as well as opening a private practice in Cowes. Now after 

retiring I had the opportunity to rejoin the club which has been a great delight – and segmented turning a 

real challenge! The expert guidance offered by Alan McNaught and other members of the club and the 

friendly social atmosphere is a great incentive to improve my skills. 

Like all retired people – there is never enough time to fit in all the things I wish to do – quilting, reading, 

music, turning and gardening and spending time with my daughter and 2 grandsons in Melbourne and 

hopefully one day travelling to NY where my son lives. He completed a Degree in Music Performance 

(Singing) at VCA and now enjoys seeing shows on Broadway every week, which is something I would 

love to share with him one day. Such a lot to fit in, in one retirement - but my 2 children Melanie and 

Timothy have taught me to live in the moment and enjoy every minute of that time! 
 

*** CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE ***  

www.wonthaggiwoodcrafters.com.au 

www.facebook.com/wonthaggiwoodcraftersinc 

Like us on Facebook and tell your family and friends. 
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MEMBER’S BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY: 

A very happy birthday during the month of January to the following Members – Jannice 

Aucote, Marion Kerry, Alan McNaught, Judy Stephens, Frank Van Pelt. There are still some 

birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Alan Hurst know. 

 

NEW SHED EXTENSION UPDATE: 

Not much has changed since our last newsletter. The BCSC have asked for a couple of extra documents 

and details and these have been supplied. Last week Donohues submitted our completed planning 

application and now it is a matter of waiting for approval – we hope. During the month Hartley Tobin 

discovered a newsletter dating back to 2010. which highlighted the construction of our current meeting 

room and workshop. The photos are below – apologies for the quality, we can’t find the originals. 

 
 

  ROBBOS OPEN DAY:

Robbo’s Open Day for 2017 was conducted at his workshop in Tooradin on Saturday February 25
th

. This 

year the theme was finishing. It was great to see 14 of our members attend out of a total of about 60 

participants. Robbo went through his finishing techniques, followed by a demonstration of using CA to 

finish pens and a presentation by Angela promoting Kunos Oil. There was also a cameo demo from a 

Swiss turner who was on his last leg of a demos tour in Oz before heading back home. He showed 

everyone how to use a specialised hook tool. I know it’s hard to imagine, but Robbo had a go and nearly 

had a dig-in! Pics below show some of our members enjoying the day. Robbo’s generosity in hosting the 

day is always appreciated. 

 

WORKSHOP CLEAN-UP: 

It was agreed by Committee and ratified at the February General 

Meeting that it has become essential to have a process to keep our 

workshops as clean as possible throughout the year and not rely solely 

on the efficiency of participants at each session’s end and a big 

“Spring” clean by a few willing workers heading into the New Year. It 

was further agreed that each workshop group would be allocated a 

month when they will choose one of their sessions to do a good clean 

of both workshops. This should not take more that about 30 minutes, 

which is a small sacrifice over a year to keep things in order. 

MARCH: All groups make a concerted effort to upkeep the good work 

done in January. 



APRIL: Monday turners and bandsaw box makers (if applicable) 

MAY: Scroll sawers and Wednesday turners 

JUNE: Toy makers 

JULY: Friday turners 

AUGUST: Segmented turners and carvers 

SEPTEMBER: Monday evening turners 

OCTOBER: Furniture makers 

NOVEMBER: Pyrographers 

DECEMBER: All groups 

JANUARY: Annual clean (should be much simpler this time round). 

A detailed task list will be on the noticeboard shortly. If we all make an effort our facilities should be 

clean, tidy and something we can be very proud of. Don’t let us down! 
 

BANDSAW BOX MAKING WORKSHOP SESSIONS: 

Marion Kerry is looking for people who are interested in forming a bandsaw 

box making workshop session.  At right is a photo of a band sawn box used 

by Marion’s eldest granddaughter for her jewellery. 

The weekly session is to be conducted on Monday afternoons 1pm to 4pm.    

It is proposed that these workshop sessions begin on Monday 20th March. At 

least three starters are required to make it viable. Hartley Tobin supervised 

bandsaw box making sessions previously and the finished products ranged 

from simple to challenging and sold well at our sales events. If you are 

interested please contact Marion on 5672 3553 or marion.kerry@bigpond.com 

 

 SOME UPCOMING WOODCRAFT ACTIVITIES:

 The 21
st
 annual DOWNUNDER TURNABOUT will be conducted 

on 8
th

, 9
th

 and 10
th

 September 2017. The residential, hands-on, fully 

catered weekend in Cowes attracts Australia’s best turners and is 

equally suitable for beginners.  This event usually fills quickly, so if 

interested get in early. To find out more, speak to organisers Bruce or 

Caroline Talbot (5956 7300 or 0419 956 730), or other Woodies members Hartley Tobin, John 

and Kaye Hatton, Neil Bateman, Neil Lenne, Grant Crocker and Alan McNaught, who all attended 

the 2016 event. The cost is $210 and a $50 deposit is required by 31
st
 March. Application forms 

are on the meeting room noticeboard. 
 

 Woodturners of the Goulburn Valley are having their Woodturning & Woodworking Craft Show, 

at the Eastbank Centre, Welsford Street, Shepparton on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 March 

2017.  Their website is www.woodturnersgv.com 
 

 The Australian Woodturning Exhibition will be held on 16-18
th

 June 2017.  This national 

exhibition has grown year on year and in response to demands from both exhibitors and visitors 

alike, they are moving to bigger premises.  The 2017 show will take place at: 

Kingston City Hall Banqueting Rooms 

985 Nepean Highway (Corner of Nepean Highway and South Road) 

Moorabbin VIC 3189 
 

 The Council of Woodwork Clubs (CWC) has kindly sponsored 2 NEW WOOD CLUB 

PRIZES for this year’s Australian Woodturning Exhibition. Woodcraft clubs could win one of two 

prizes -- $1200 or $800 to buy new equipment and tools. Open to any Novice who belongs to a 

club and has never entered before or has not entered the exhibition in the past two years. 

Submit as many pieces across all categories (within the rules allowance), check the Club 

Eligibility Box and fill in your club’s name on the entry form and one of your pieces could win a 

great prize for your club. The winners will not go empty handed!!  The first prize winner will 

receive the opportunity to attend a 2-day training course by Brendan Stemp.  The runner up will 

win a mystery prize bag.  
 

 
 

mailto:marion.kerry@bigpond.com
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 Bowna Turnabout - incorporating Wagga Wagga Turnabout  - 3rd, 4th & 5th March 2017. 

Albury-Wodonga Woodcrafters will be holding the 18th Annual Turnabout at a new location on 

the above dates. The new venue is “The Great Aussie Holiday Park”, which caters specifically for 

such groups. It is located at 14 Hore Road, BOWNA, (approximately 40 kms north of Albury). 

Enquiries:  DOUG MALSEM:  0447 668 301     HARRY DENNIS:  0428 578 859  

or Email to:  wagga.turnabout@gmail.com 
 

 Woodturners of the Goulburn Valley are having their Woodturning & Woodworking Craft Show, 

at the Eastbank Centre, Welsford Street, Shepparton on Saturday 11
th

 and Sunday 12
th

 March 

2017.  Their website is www.woodturnersgv.com 
 

 Wangaratta Woodworkers Club is holding its fifth Scroll Saw Weekend on 6
th

 & 7
th

 May 2017. A 

fun filled weekend with lots of laughter and friendship and, of course, Scroll 

Sawing.  Pyrographers are also welcome! Application forms are on the noticeboard. 
 

 The Peninsula Woodturners Guild will be having an exhibition of woodturning at the Peninsula 

Community Theatre corner Wilson’s Rd and Nepean Highway, Mornington from 24
th

 May to 28
th

 

May 2017.  The Guild has a membership of nearly 200 and every 2 years it holds a competition 

amongst its members of items of woodturning, judged by professional turners. Many of these 

items are also offered for sale.  
 

 The Victorian Woodworkers Association is calling for entries for Double Take in Wood, a juried 

exhibition of Australian contemporary woodwork with two distinct starting points: 

Take 1 - Fine Woodworking, showcasing the breadth and talent in Australian wood design, and 

Take 2 - Create from a Crate, challenging woodworkers to make a beautiful object or furniture 

piece from discarded timber pallets and crates. Entries close on 3 April 2017.  

Visit the exhibition website for more information on how to enter - www.vwaexhibitions.org.au 
 

 Forest Edge Experience 2017 is being conducted from July 21
st
 to July 23

rd
. Cost is $210 fully 

inclusive of accommodation, meals, good company and a fun time.  

For details contact:  Mary Reynolds on 0439 312 318. An application form is on the Club 

noticeboard. 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE:  

A quiet reminder to all members that membership fees are due by the 31
st
 March. This year the fee is 

$50, the first increase we’ve had in 6 years, and still at the bottom end of fees charged by similar Clubs.  

Once fees are paid by the due date, your laminated membership card will be available.  Our Treasurer 

would like members to pay their fees by direct deposit if possible. It is simple, secure and economical and 

makes Kaye’s job easier.  
 

CHURCHILL ISLAND & COWES AT EASTER: 

Once again we are delighted that both the Artists Society of Phillip Island and Phillip Island Nature 

Parks have invited us to join them in their Easter activities. From Friday 14
th

 to Monday 17
th

 April, the 

Woodies will be displaying and selling their wares at the Phillip Island Cultural Centre. On Saturday 15
th

 

the toy group will be making toys for the kids at Churchill Island. The roster for 

Churchill is up on the noticeboard and the Cowes roster will be up shortly. We 

trust that all members will consider assisting at these events which offer so 

much for our Club. 
 

 

 

A GREAT YOUTUBE VIDEO FOR EACH OF OUR WORKSHOP GROUPS: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EVr-HnOKBY 

Wood carving tools & techniques for beginners 

https://www.penguins.org.au/
http://aspi-inc.org.au/
mailto:wagga.turnabout@gmail.com
http://www.woodturnersgv.com/
http://dewsassociates.us8.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=98ee8b3717104aa7bebc48015&id=058bf34e26&e=d1385b37d5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EVr-HnOKBY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rtCfIihjH8 

FAQs about scroll sawing with Hans Meier 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAe2kIVJ0QI 

One for the segmented turners – a tumbling bowl 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HvT_ub8alo 

Turning a wooden sphere on the lathe 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jolVxMioQxo 

How to make wooden toddlers toys 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GClaRYJi5w 

Iron transfer patterns for pyrography 
 

 SHOW & TELL:

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 40cm. segmented bowl was made by Alan McNaught in a week. It consists of Jarrah, Fiji 

Mahogany and U. S. Maple.  Alan also made all the bangles above. He has accumulated so many 

scraps of quality timber left over from other projects that he thought he would make use of them. 

From left:  A 35cm high spherical lidded container with finial made by Alan Hurst from Redgum 

and Liquid Amber. Also a natural edge bowl made from Apple.  The very strong steady rest was 

made for Bruce Talbot from a car brake rotor and uses roller blade wheels.  The two wide rimmed 

bowls by John and Kaye Hatton, are made from Yellowbox and Jacaranda and are lightly coloured 

with gilders paste. Finally, Bruce Talbot is pictured holding a didgeridoo he has just made. Bruce 

and fellow member David Macdonald are enjoying this new challenge. David’s most recent one is 

about 2 metres long ... and what’s more, he can play it! 
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 SAFETY MESSAGE:

A very simple, but important, message this month. 

We have supervisors at each of our workshop sessions because they are experienced in the particular 

woodcrafting skill and are able to give advice and provide support. Their role is also to ensure health and 

safety requirements are adhered to, which is in everyone’s interests. 

So, what’s the simple message? If you are offered advice, don’t discount it, shrug it off or say, “I know 

that” – the advice has been given for a reason. Take it on board and perhaps your skills will improve, 

perhaps you will learn something however small, perhaps you will realise there is a better or safer way to 

do something, perhaps your final product will be even better than you hoped. The advice is always free – 

so look, listen and learn is a good way to approach workshop sessions at the Woodies. 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SHOP RAFFLE RESULTS: 

The winners of the annual Woodies Christmas shop raffle were: 1
st
 – Judy Stephens;   2

nd
 – Barbara from 

Wonthaggi;   3
rd

 – Joy from Fish Creek and 4
th

 – Norm Court. Congratulations to all. 
 

 WHAT TOOL IS THAT?
 

              January’s answer: This tool was 

used in the timber industry. It’s a tool for 

measuring the width of boards. 

For February - This tool would  

have been used in all forms of 

woodworking. Woodies members use a 

more modern version of this on a regular 

basis. 

 

  BUNNINGS BBQ:

The weather was ordinary for our first Bunnings BBQ for 2017. However we still made a substantial 

amount, so it wasn’t a bad outcome. Thanks to Neil Lenne who supervised in Lionel’s absence. 

The dates for other Bunnings BBQs for 2017 are Saturday 8
th

 July, Saturday 12
th

 August, Sunday 3
rd

 

September, Sunday 5
th

 November and Wednesday 27
th

 December. Put these dates in your diaries as we 

will need plenty of support for these very important Club fundraisers.  
 

Late one night a mugger wearing a mask stopped a well-dressed man and stuck a gun in his 

ribs. "Give me your money," he demanded. Scandalized, the man replied, "You can’t do 

this – I’m a Federal MP!" "Oh! In that case," smiled the robber, "Give me MY money!" 
 

Last night a Chinese guy came to my favorite bar. I asked him if he knew Kung Fu or some 

other martial art.  He said, “Why do you ask me that? Is it just because I’m Chinese?” 

I said, “No it’s because you’re drinking MY beer!“ 
 

At a psychiatric ward: “Doctor, what should we do with the new guy in room 6? He believes he’s 

a wolf.”  

Doctor: “Whatever you do, don’t let his grandmother visit!” 
 

A woman caught her husband on the weight scales, sucking in his stomach.  

“You know that won’t help you, Joe.” 

“Actually, it helps a lot,” says the husband, “it’s the only way I can see the numbers!” 
 

 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or buy, or 

interesting websites, send them to -    woodiesnews@gmail.com 
 

http://cf.collectorsweekly.com/stories/sJ77BGN.FDzQyjkwQTuBGg.jpg
mailto:woodiesnews@gmail.com


NOTE EARLIER DATE FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 
Articles be received no later than Tuesday March 14th 2017, to be included in 

the next Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

>>>>>> They support us, please support them <<<<<< 
 

 

 
 
                  

 
 

                      

 

                  

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

Wonthaggi Woodcrafters 

P. O.  Box  477 

Wonthaggi  3995 

Jean Meltzer Centre 

239 White Road 

Wonthaggi  3996 

 

CLUB EMAIL:  

 wonthaggiwoodcrafters@gmail.com 

President -   ljwood4@bigpond.com 

Secretary - bamblingbernard@gmail.com 

Treasurer - maxmon@bigpond.com 

EMAIL NEWSLETTER  ITEMS TO: 

woodiesnews@gmail.com 

 

EDITOR           Alan Hurst
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