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Presidential Words 

For April 2018 

 

Dear Members,  
 

2018 WSQ President’s AGM Report 
Welcome to everyone attending our 2018 AGM  
 
Membership  
We started with 235 members in March 2017 and we 
had 24 new members signed up this past year.  With 
resignations, deaths and terminations our current 
membership stands at 219.  We were saddened to 
hear of the deaths of three of our members in the last 
12 months: Dave Buckingham 1997-2017, Peter 
Starkie 1999-2017 and Fred Franklin 1991-2018.  
Although the current membership number is the lowest 
it’s been for many years, it’s only slightly lower than it 
was in 10 years ago (224 members in 2008).  One 
reason for the decrease in membership so far this year 
is that last week the Management Committee reviewed 
Honorary memberships and decided to renew 
Honorary membership for only one of the five 
Honorary members we’ve had for the last few years.  
I’m pleased to announce that Ewan Arneil, our 
leatherwork instructor, will continue as an Honorary 
Member in 2018.  
 
Financial Grants Sub-Committee  
Chaired by Kev Kruger, this Sub Committee has the 
task of securing grants to advance the projects/ 
activities determined by the Management Committee.  
I’m pleased to report that the Sub Committee was 
successful in securing a total of more than $11,000 in 
grants during the past year.  John Reed will provide 
further information in the Treasurer’s Report.  We rely 
on these financial grants for purchasing new 
equipment, such as the dust extraction system that 
was installed in April last year and the Felder bandsaw 
that was commissioned in November. 
 
Regular activities  
Tuesday morning workshop session and smoko 
meetings continue to be the backbone of our Society, 
with about 40 members attending each week.  As well 
as the lathe workshop running upstairs, the downstairs 
woodworking shop is also very busy.  On Tuesday 
afternoons we have a training session for new 

members and a small group of regulars including three 
deaf members.  Tuesday evening workshops are 
designed for members still in the workforce, and we 
regularly see 6-8 of them each week.  On Wednesday 
mornings, we have a special workshop for clients of 
the Gordon Park Alzheimer’s Program and thanks go 
to Mike Dodson, Bob Kennedy, Sandy May and Bob 
McGeechan for running this valuable program.  
Leather Classes are run by Ewan Arneil on Sunday 
mornings.  The WSQ Toy Group led by Peter 
Churchward continues to work hard making toys for 
charities.  A small group of dedicated members 
continues to participate in the monthly Discussion 
Forum meetings on the third Saturday of each month, 
and I’m pleased to report that their popularity is 
increasing so far this year.  In the coming months, our 
non-woodturning activities are set to increase with the 
introduction of a pyrography interest group led by 
Rosie Thornton, and a box-making group being 
coordinated by Paul Tierney.  I welcome these 
initiatives as we continue to diversify our interests 
beyond woodturning. 
 
The ongoing success of regular workshop activities 
would not be possible without the dedication of many 
members who are committed to ensuring that the 
equipment is maintained, the workshop areas are well 
organised and kept clean, and that members using the 
facilities do so safely and in a way that is respectful of 
others.  I thank you all for your contribution to the day-
to-day running of the club, which I hope will continue 
and make my job as President so much easier. 
 
WSQ Facilities and Services  
A major achievement in the last 12 months has been 
the refurbishment and restocking of the WSQ store.  
Many thanks go to Mike Dodson and Don McMillan for 
their efforts in getting the store up and running, and for 
providing such a great service to our members.  The 
Library continues to be a showpiece of our Society and 
a credit to Alwyn Clark and his assistant Toni Dowd.  
Geoff Holbeck continues to create our much-loved 
newsletter Turning Talk.  This is Geoff’s 8th year in the 
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job and he is to be congratulated on this outstanding 
service to the Club.   
 
Annual Events 
Our main annual events are the Woodturning 
Competition in June, Open Days also in June, 
Woodturning Exhibitions & Sales at Mt Coot-tha 
Botanic Gardens in August and November, and of 
course our Christmas Party in December.  All of these 
events require a great deal of effort and coordination.  
Many thanks must go to all members who volunteered 
and contributed to the success of these events last 
year.  Particular thanks go to Mike Dodson, Sue 
Kennedy and John Lullfitz who do such great service 
in providing food and refreshments at these events. 
. 
Woodturning Demonstrations  
A highlight of the year was Eli Avisera’s visit to the club 
in March last year, when he presented two hands-on 
workshops and a one-day demo.  The numbers of 
registrants for these events was disappointing, and the 
Society made a small financial loss.  However, the 
members who participated in these events certainly 
learned many new skills and techniques, and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
Other demonstrators during the year were Dan 
Woodward showing us how to make finials in April, 
Peter Wyer and Rob McKee who gave us two ways of 
making a spoon in June, Allan Dickson showing us 
how to turn banksia cones into vases, apples, pears 
and eggs in August, Rob McKee demonstrating the 

basics of bowl turning in September, Ian Symes 
turning not just a simple vase but one with an elliptical 
shaped profile, and Rob McKee again in February with 
his Table Lamp with a Twist.  WSQ members are very 
privileged to have Rob McKee willing to present so 
many demos during the year, always showing us new 
techniques and tips for improvement, as well as 
covering the basics for new members.  It was also 
pleasing to see four new demonstrators taking on this 
role during the year. 
  
WSQ Committee  
After a bit of a slow start at the SGM in November 
when we did not have a nomination for the position of 
President, we now have a full complement of 
Committee members, most of whom are continuing on 
from last year.  I thank the continuing members for 
their hard work, dedication and determination over the 
last 12 months, and I welcome Rosie Thornton as a 
new face on the Committee.  I look forward to working 
with all of the Committee members and Society 
members as we move towards our fortieth anniversary 
next year.  Finally, I would like you all to join with me in 
thanking Rob McKee, who has deservedly stepped 
down as President after 7 years of service in the 
position, and several other years before that as 
Committee member, Vice President or Secretary.  
 
Brian Creese 
President 

 

 

Turnfest 2018 
 

The international demonstrators appearing last 
weekend included Micheal Blankenship, Derek 
Weidman, Keith Gotschall, Andy Cole and 
Harvey Meyer, all from the USA. 
 
Mike Blankenship took up woodturning after he 
became totally blind about 15 years ago as a 
result of a rare autoimmune disease known as 
AZOOR (acute zonal occult outer retinopathy) 
that developed as a complication of influenza.  It 
was fascinating to see and hear how he has 
overcome this disability in his woodturning, as he 
demonstrated the making of a 3-piece Christmas 
ornament. 
 

 
Mike Blankenship Turns a Finial … Amazing! 

 
Derek Weidman gave an awe-inspiring 
demonstration of how to ‘carve’ animal and 
human faces using multi-axis turning.  His ability 
to visualise the finished shape and to 
conceptualise how to select appropriate axes for 
the facial features was truly amazing. 
 

 
Derek Weidman’s Koala 

 
Keith Gotschall showed us how to make a 
Scottish quaich (two-handled drinking vessel).  
He started with two pieces of poplar glued 
together at the ends only to turn the lengthwise 
profiles of two vessels before separating them, 
then rotated each one 90 degrees to refine the 
outside shape of the spherical bowl and turn out 
the inside. 
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Keith Gotschall Turns a Pair of Quaichs 

 

Andy Cole is from Hawaii, and in one demo he 
created a novelty piece called a ‘Sunny Side Up 
Egg on a Plate’, using osage orange for the yolk, 
maple for the white (with the perimeter shaped 
on the bandsaw) and walnut for the platter.  
Andy’s specialty is creating sets of nested 
natural-edged bowls, up to 8 of them from a 
single piece of wood.  He showed many slides of 
such sets, made from various Hawaiian timbers.  
In the second demo I attended, he made a 
natural-edged bowl with a flared rim using fresh 
camphor laurel, after first removing the centre 
with the McNaughton Centre Saver.  He left 
himself 3 minutes at the end of the allotted 90-
minute demo time to rough turn the small natural-
edged bowl from the centre piece. 
 

 
“Sunny Side Up Egg on a Plate” 

 
Harvey Meyer is renowned for his basket-weave 
illusion bowls and platters, a technique 
demonstrated at WSQ by our own Ben Guha in 
June 2016 (see Geoff Holbeck’s excellent write-
up of Ben’s demo in the July 2016 edition of 
Turning Talk). 
 
A highlight of the weekend was the award of the 
Bill Rudd Spirit of Turnfest Award to Rob and 
Monica McKee for their contribution to their 
contribution to the event over many years.  Rob 
has attended all 16 Turnfest events, and was 
responsible for getting David Drescher and Bill 
Rudd started as woodturners when he taught 
them both 30 years ago.  In addition to Rob’s 
many demos and clinics at Turnfest over the 
years, Rob and Monica have contributed to the 
organisation of the Turnfest raffle for the last 
several years. 
 

 
Rob and Monica McKee with their Award 

 
Brian Creese 
President 

 
 

Library Displays 
 NORTHSIDE  SOUTHSIDE 

April Grange Holland Park 

May Everton Park Bulimba 

June Arana Hills Carindale 

 
Many thanks to all those people who have loaned items for display.  If you are willing to offer some of 
your pieces for display, Sandy and John would be pleased to talk to you. 
 

 
 
 

John Byrne 
WSQ Member 

Sandy May 
WSQ Member 
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Treasurer’s Report Part 1 
February 2018 

This month’s report comprises two sections, firstly, 
a report covering our February position and, 
secondly, our financial result for the year ended 31 
December 2017. 
 
A summary of our financial position at the end of 
February is: 
 
Receipts 
 
Memberships $510 
Meeting Income $1,462 
Shop Sales $1,873 
Sausage Sizzle $1,586 
Zina Burliou Workshops/ 
Demonstration $255 
Hall Rental $1,435 
Raffle $102 
Sundry Income      $326 
 $7,549 
Less Payments 
 
Meeting Expenses $474 
Shop Purchases $1,884 
Sausage Sizzle Expenses $412 
Equipment Purchases  $1,137 

Other Expenses   $2,269 
 $6,176 
 
Cash Surplus $1,373 
 
Cash at Bank $27,929 
 
The sausage sizzle held at Bunnings earned a profit 
of $1,174.  A hearty thanks to all the members who 
volunteered on the day. 
 
The funds received for the Zina Burliou 
demonstration represents registrations received up to 
the end of February. 
 
Equipment Purchases include $500 for some 
second-hand tools and equipment and a deposit of 
$417 for new blinds in the auditorium, kitchen and 
library. 
 
Other expenses incorporate normal operating 
expenses. 
 
John Reed 
Treasurer

New Life Member 
 
At the Annual General Meeting held on 
Tuesday 13 March 2018 the Management 
Committee recommended that Allan Dickson 
be elected to a Life Membership of the 
Society.  The Committee considered that Allan 
was the most suitable of the candidates 
considered in terms of the qualities set out in 
the WSQ Constitution, i.e. he has actively 
practiced the art and craft of woodturning, 
supported the objectives of the Society and 
has rendered conspicuous and exceptional 
services to the Society, over more than 30 
years.  The recommendation received 
unanimous support from the members 
present. 
 
WSQ President Brian Creese presented Allan 
with his Life Membership Certificate. 
 

 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

New Member 
Only one new member has joined in the last 
month.  The new member is: 
 

• Di Hanson from Toowoomba 
 

Please make her welcome when you meet her 
at WSQ Hall. 
 
Alwyn Clark 
WSQ Membership Secretary
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                   Diary and Looking Ahead at WSQ 

April 2018 and Beyond 

 

Date Day of Month  Session Title Convenors Times 

3 Apr 1st Tuesday Open Workshop 

 

New Member Training 

Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob  

McGeechan 
 

8.00am – Noon 

 

1.00pm – 3.30pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

5 Apr 1st Thursday WSQ Safety & Workshop  

Induction for New Members 

 9.00am – 12noon 

6 Apr 1st Friday Toy and Open Workshop 

Toy Group 

Open Workshop 

 

Peter Churchward 

 

8.00am – 3.00pm 

7 Apr 1st Saturday WSQ Demonstration See below 9.00am – Noon 

10 Apr 2nd Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Lyndon Prescott  
 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

12 Apr 2nd Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 

Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  

 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

14 Apr 2nd Saturday Management Meeting  9.00am – Noon 

17 Apr 3rd Tuesday Open Workshop 
 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

John Sheppard & Bob 
McGeechan 
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members 
welcome) 
John Sheppard 

8.00am – Noon 
 
1.00pm –3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

21 Apr 3rd Saturday Woodturning Discussion 
Forum/ Show and Tell 

See below 9.00am – Noon 

24 Apr 4th Tuesday Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee (Former DVA 
Team members 
welcome) 
Allan Dickson 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

26 Apr 4th Thursday Pre-Booked Project Tuition 
Cost - $25.00 

Rob McKee  
 

9.00am – 12.30pm 

N/A 5th Tuesday - 
Only if one 
falls in the 
month 

Open Workshop 
New Member Training 
Evening Open Workshop 

Rob McKee  
Rob McKee 
Rob McKee 

8.00am – Noon 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
6.00pm – 9.00pm 

Future Events and Important Dates 

Saturday 7 April Demonstration titled “The Art and Craft of Chip Carving to Decorate 
Woodturning” presented by Terry Martin and Zina Burloiu  -  from 9am to 4pm  -  
Cost - $35 (includes lunch) 

Monday 9 April Hands-On Master Class on Using Chip Carving to Decorate Woodturning 
conducted by Zina Burloiu  -   from 9am to 4pm  -  Cost - $75 (includes lunch) 

Friday 20 to Sunday 22 
April 

Timber & Working with Wood Show  -  Marquee 2, RNA Showgrounds 

Saturday 5 to Monday 7 
May 

Maleny Wood Expo  -  Maleny Showgrounds  -  Cost: $15 

Tuesday 29 May to 
Sunday 10 June 

WSQ 2018 Competition  -  Key dates: 
29 May - Entry forms submitted 
5 June - Entries lodged 
6 June - Judging 
8 June - Prizes Presentation Evening 
9 & 10 June - Display of Prize Winning Pieces at WSQ Open Days. 

Saturday 9 & Sunday 10 
June 

WSQ Open Days  -  9am to 3pm  -  Cost: FREE 
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Treasurer’s Report – Part 2 

 

This month’s report comprises two sections, firstly, 
a report covering our February position and, 
secondly, our financial result for the year ended 31 
December 2017. 
 
Year Ended 31 December 2017  
  
A brief extract of last financial year’s results is: 
 
Income 
Exhibitions $9,625 
Grants/Subsidies $11,147 
Hall Letting $4,132 
Membership $12,504 
Sales – Shop $17,882 
Workshops/Special Events $17,335 
Other   $3,012 
 $75,637 
Expenses 
Cost of Sales – Shop $16,569 
Depreciation $46,029 
Electricity $3,549 
Exhibition Expenses $4,187 
Insurance $7,124 
Property Expenses $5,039 
Repairs & Maintenance $2,198 
Training $6,125 
Workshop/Special Events $10,568 
Other   $31,219 
 $116,039 
Net Loss ($40,402) 
 
The report I presented at the AGM follows: 
  
Treasurer’s 2017 Report 
 
Many of the things that Brian has mentioned in his 
report are also reflected in the Society’s financial 
position, so I’ll just stick to an explanation of some 
of the major income/expense items. 
 
Membership – Membership fees remained 
unchanged in 2017.  However, as previously 
advised, the Management Committee increased 
membership fees as from 1st January this year, the 
first increase since 2011.  The fees will be 
reviewed again later this year. 
 
Club Meetings – The three Tuesday workshops 
remain the best patronised meetings.  However, 
the numbers attending these and other workshops, 
Saturday demonstrations and forums were lower 
than in 2016.  
 
Hall Letting – This income reduced last year with 
the Queensland Bookbinders Guild moving to their 
own premises. 
 

Mount Coot-tha Exhibitions – The profit from the 
two shows was approximately $5,000 which was in 
line with 2016. This was a credible result.  Once 
again, a significant portion of the profit was 
generated by the café and the raffle. 
 
Grants – The Grants Sub-Committee continued its 
good work with the following grants being received 
during the year: 
 
$1,000 Brisbane Airport Corporation - to 
assist with new tools for the Toy Group 
 
$1,267 Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative 
Fund - to assist with the purchase of a new air 
filtration unit.  
 
$5,000 Commonwealth Government 
Strengthening Communities (Volunteers) Grant – 
to assist with training ($4,300), fuel costs for Mt 
Coot-tha exhibitions ($500), and first aid ($200).  
The training component has funded two first aid 
courses and one of the bandsaw training courses. 
 
$3,500 Commonwealth Government 
Stronger Communities – to assist with the 
acquisition of our new Felder bandsaw. 
 
Also, during the year, we spent the following 
grants for which we received the funds in late 
2016: 
 
$2,000 Australian Men’s Shed 
Association – to assist with providing chain saw 
training. 
 
$31,643 Gaming Community Benefit Fund 
– to assist with the cost of a cyclone dust 
extraction system. 
 
Shop – the revamped shop made a profit of 
$1,313.  This was a credible result given that it 
was only in operation for approximately 7 months. 
 
Competition Expenses – the expenses were 
higher than usual as, due to an oversight, we 
hadn’t paid the judges for the two prior years.  This 
was rectified last year. 
 
Depreciation – The Management Committee 
decided last year that all acquisitions costing 
$5,000 or less would be written off immediately 
and to write down any existing assets with a value 
of less than $5,000.  Hence, our total depreciation 
expense for 2017 was $46,029.  I need to stress 
that this is a non-cash expense; all the assets 
have been paid for when acquired. 
 
An asset register is still maintained for all our 
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assets, regardless of their value.  This is also used 
for insurance purposes. 
 
Insurance – Insurance remains a major expense 
and increased last year with the taking out of a 
Voluntary Workers Personal Accident policy.  
During the year, we incurred two insurance excess 
payments totaling $1,740. 
 
Property Repairs & Maintenance – Our main 
costs were for revamping of the shop ($1,200) and 
testing/repair/replacement of fire extinguishers and 
emergency exit signs and lights. 
 
Property Expenses – There were just the usual 
ongoing repairs and maintenance with no major 
repairs during the year. 
 
Training – Training courses during the year were 
chain saw ($2,000), first aid ($2,400) and band 
saw ($1,725).  These were all funded via grants. 
 
Special Events – In April, we hosted the 
internationally acclaimed woodturner, Eli Avisera, 
who ran a demonstration and hands-on workshop.  
Unfortunately, the event was not patronized as 
well as we had hoped, resulting in a loss of 
$1,532. 
 

Other Expenses – Other expenses, not included 
above, are generally self-explanatory. 
 
Equipment Purchases – Purchases during the 
year included air conditioning for the shop ($569), 
cyclone dust extraction system ($34,971), air 
filtration unit ($1,267), bandsaw ($6,775) and an 
additional video camera in the auditorium ($1,782).  
Except for the video camera, these were largely 
funded by grants. 
 
Bank – Bank balance at the beginning of the year 
was $71,576 of which $33,643 was grants 
received in 2016 but not spent until 2017.  The 
balance at the end of the year was $32,114, and 
after adjusting for these grant funds, we had a 
cash deficiency in 2017 of ($5,769). 
  
Summary – This is a brief summary of our trading 
position during the year.  Our books have been 
audited by our auditor, Eamon Lynch of 
Whitehouse Audit.  The full audit report is available 
for inspection by members, so please see me if 
you would like to do so. 

 
John Reed 
Treasurer

Want to Sell your Wares? 
 
A website called ETSY enables craftspeople to sell their wares.  Attracting people who are looking for handmade or 
vintage items, Etsy allows you to create an account – a shop – post pictures of your wares and price them.  Etsy takes 
3.5% of the selling price and you pay 26 cents to advertise each item in your shop.  Some people sell craft supplies, 
and you can source bowl blanks there. 
 
The vase below is made from maple and black walnut and priced at $7,135.  The walnut bowl is listed for $52 and the 
Salt & Pepper Grinders are priced at $200.  You decide on your price, add on a shipping fee and then you start 
trading.  Below is the link: 7 Steps to a Successful Start on Etsy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.etsy.com/seller-handbook/article/7-steps-to-a-successful-start-on-etsy/22421860924 

 
Bronwyn Platz 
WSQ Member 

 

https://www.etsy.com/seller-handbook/article/7-steps-to-a-successful-start-on-etsy/22421860924
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Entertainment Memberships 

 

 
The moment we've all been waiting for 
has arrived. The brand-new 
Entertainment Memberships are here! 
With hundreds of valuable up to 50% off 
and 2-for-1 offers for the best local 
restaurants, cafés, attractions, hotel 
accommodation, travel, and much more, 
the only decision you need to make is 
which Membership is for you! 
 

Entertainment™ Memberships are available from WSQ for $70.  Contact John Reed (WSQ Treasurer) if you 
are interested in saving some money and making a donation to a favoured organisation, i.e. WSQ. 
Editor – Turning Talk 
 

Current WSQ Raffle 
 

 

The prize for the current raffle is a  
Trend Airshield Pro Battery Powered Respirator!!! 
 
This space age, high tech gizmo is illustrated in the adjacent picture.  I’m sure 
that every WSQ member wants one of these, particularly if they have just finished 
a project using Mackay Cedar or Blackwood!!!  For details about the device use 
the following link: 
 
https://www.carbatec.com.au/health-safety-and-workwear/dust-masks-and-
accessories/dust-masks/airshield-pro-respirator  
 
The retail price of this wonderful piece of safety equipment is $619!!!  However, 
one of our lucky members will win one for the cost of a raffle ticket.  Tickets are 
available for $2 each, or 3 for $5.  Get your tickets ASAP. 

The following payment slip can be used for an Entertainment Membership ($70), raffle tickets, Terry Martin 
and Zina Burloiu’s Demonstration ($35), and/or Zina Burloiu’s Chip Carving Master Class ($75). 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

Payment details: 

 Cash 
 

 Cheque (payable to Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc.) 

 Credit card (please complete 
details below) 
 

 Direct bank transfer (Bank of Qld. BSB 124-010 
Account No. 10156989). Please include surname as reference. 

Credit card details: 
 

Card Number:           Expiry Date: 

Name on Card:   Signature: 

 

Please send completed form to John Reed by mail (19 Pine Street, Greenslopes 4120) 
or e-mail (treasurer.wsq@iinet.net.au ) before Friday 6 April 2018. 
 

Office use only:  Receipt number: 
 

Date: 
 

        / 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://link.e.entertainmentbook.com.au/rts/go2.aspx?h%3D276722%26tp%3Di-H55-78-6TQ-JTNrZ-1c-1pgv-1c-Pj6-JTUqJ-1dMm6b&data=02|01||07229c24524841ffbf3108d593b19356|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636577313248583212&sdata=Cq/J/DmwUs/fQEx5ac12E%2BBv5qqk04cXp9YKILouAcs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.carbatec.com.au/health-safety-and-workwear/dust-masks-and-accessories/dust-masks/airshield-pro-respirator
https://www.carbatec.com.au/health-safety-and-workwear/dust-masks-and-accessories/dust-masks/airshield-pro-respirator
mailto:treasurer.wsq@iinet.net.au
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The New Felder Bandsaw 
A ‘must read’ for all Members 

 

 
As you are aware, there have been ongoing issues 
with the new large FELDER Bandsaw. .... Sparks from 
the rear thrust washer, and band tracking, etc. 
 
On 6/3/18 I met with the Felder Representative (Peter 
Burkett) along with Mike Dodson and Rob McKee, to 
discuss the issues.  It was a good meeting and Peter 
explained the correct blade set-up process to us.  He 
then adjusted the Bandsaw to its optimum setup. 
 
A précis of the discussion is below. 
 
The sparking is caused by the rear thrust washer being 
adjusted to close to the saw blade.  The adjustment 
gap should be set to approximately 1.5 mm.  This is 
certainly more than the smaller bandsaw gaps.  He 
explained that the rear thrust washer is primarily to 
prevent the blade from running off (or being pushed 
off) the top wheel.  The lower thrust washer should 
also be set back approximately 0.5 – 1.0 mm. 
 
In essence, if there is sparking, any of the following 
may be happening; 
 
1. Gap too close. 

2. Blade is blunt, and the operator is pushing too hard 
– remember to let the blade do the cutting so if it’s 
hard work, then the blade is blunt or it’s the wrong type 
of blade. 
3. Type of blade.  We currently have a 3/4 tpi blade 
best suited to dry timber.  Wet timber should have a 
1/1 ½ tpi blade.  So we need a compromise to suit our 
varying needs, and we currently have on order a 2/3 
tpi blade to help in this regard. 
4. The other adjustments of the top and bottom guides, 
and the blade tension remain the same as for the 
smaller bandsaws. 
 
Ironically there is a direct similarity with using a 
Chainsaw, and that is. 
 

• If the saw is making dust, you are working 
hard to cut the log, and things are 
smoking.......back off and sharpen the saw 
blade. 

• If the FELDER is sparking, and you have to 
really push the timber hard, back off, check the 
gap to the thrust washer, and the blade.  
Chances are the blade needs changing.  Call 
for help from a Convenor. 
 

Until we (Bandsaw trained members) understand the 
new Felder more fully, it’s best that only a few 
members do the setup and blade changing ... Rob 
McKee, Reg Weber, or myself. 
 
I was surprised by the advice from Peter Burkett, but it 
makes sense to me and seems to work.  Remember 
the FELDER is not a small bandsaw, and the set up 
needs to be different. 
 
I would welcome comments please. 
 
Bob Kennedy  
Convenor and Management Committee Member 

Jest a Moment 
A lawyer, who had a wife and 12 children, needed to move because his rental agreement was terminated as the 
owner wanted to reoccupy the home. 
But he was having a lot of difficulties finding a new house. 
When he said he had 12 children, no one would rent a home to him because they felt that the children would destroy 
the place. 
He couldn't say he had no children because he couldn't lie - we all know lawyers cannot and do not lie. 
So, he sent his wife for a walk to the cemetery with 11 of their kids.  He took the remaining one with him to see rental 
homes with the real estate agent. 
He loved one of the homes and the price was right -- the agent asked: "How many children do you have?” 
He answered: "Twelve." 
The agent asked, "Where are the others?" 
The lawyer, with his best courtroom sad look, answered, "They're in the cemetery with their mother." 
 
MORAL: It's not necessary to lie, one only has to choose the right words…and don't forget, most politicians are, 
unfortunately, lawyers. 
 
Anonymous 
WSQ Member 
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Fun with Burls 
 
On the morning of Saturday 3 March 12 members 
assembled in the auditorium to witness Brian Creese 
demonstrate how he has fun with burls. 
 
Brian had a display of some of the burl bowls he has 
created, and a number of burl blanks.  He spoke about 
the unique nature of each burl and how you never 
knew what you will find when you start turning one. 
 

 
Some of Brian’s Burl Bowls 

 
He explained why he had decided to set the centre of 
the oval shaped blank towards one end rather in the 
middle and demonstrated how he makes two 
measurements, using a woodworking square, on the 
back of the burl and then transfers these to the face of 
the burl.  Brian attached a faceplate to the face of the 
blank using Tek screws, making sure it is sitting flat 
and securely on the burl.  He mounted the blank on the 
lathe, turned the speed as low as possible, and slowly 
increased it.  At 750rpm the floor started to vibrate. 
 
Brian used a parting tool to create a spigot to fit a 
VM100 chuck, in compression mode, in the bottom of 
the blank.  He used a small skew chisel to create a 
dovetail edge to the spigot.  When some of the spikes 
on the bottom interfered with securely attaching the 
chuck Brian used a rasp to reduce them. 
 
Brian removed the blank from the lathe, removed the 
faceplate, attached the chuck to the bottom of the 
blank, and mounted the blank on the lathe.  He bought 
up the tailstock for support.  He started the lathe at a 
slow speed and increased the speed.  Brian used a 
bowl gouge with the Irish Grind to true the face of the 
blank.  He used pull cuts using the lower wing of the 
gouge.  As he was cutting in the shadow a lot of the 
time Brian stuck some tape on the toolrest to indicate 
where the edge of the blank was.  At this point he 
removed the tailstock. 
 
Brian started making hollowing cuts with the bevel at 
90 degrees, with a number of small cuts at the bottom.  
This was an iterative and cautious process to avoid 
going through the bottom.  He used a small spindle 
gouge to create a small bead around the lip of the bowl 
section. 
 

 
The Turned Bowl 

 
He had a 65mm square length of Rose Mahogany for 
the base.  Brian mounted it between centres on the 
lathe, turned it to round with a roughing gouge, and 
squared the ends and created a spigot at the tailstock 
end with a parting tool.  He reverse-chucked the blank 
into a VM100 chuck and turned the blank to the size 
necessary, and hollowed out the blank as required, to 
fit into the spigot on the bottom of the bowl.  That was 
as far as the demonstration went.  Brian undertook to 
complete the project in his own workshop and bring it 
in to WSQ soon.  
 
Brian advised that to finish the burl he would hand 
sand the face of the bowl with a soft rubber block and 
a small piece of sandpaper working through the grades 
from 120 grit to 1,200 grit.  He would then apply a 
number of coats of Danish Oil using a brush on the 
spiky side and paper towel on the turned surface. 
 
Thanks Brian for a very interesting demonstration. 
 

 
The Completed Bowl 

 

 
The Underside of the Bowl 

 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 
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Tree of the Month 

Grey Gum 
 

 
Grey Gum Tree 

 
Botanical name:  Eucalyptus propinqua & E. 
punctata. 
Other common names: Grey Iron Gum . 
 
Family name: Myrtaceae . 
 
Distribution:  Large hardwoods distributed through 
Eastern New South Wales to South-eastern 
Queensland. In Queensland E. propinqua has a 
variant - E. major. 
 
Colour:  The heartwood ranges from red to reddish-
brown and dark purple-brown. Sapwood is distinctive 
and much pale. 
 
The timber:  Texture is coarse, even and the grain is 
generally interlocked. 
 
Mechanical properties:  Very high classification in all 
properties. Heavy, hard and very durable timber. Kiln 
dried to about 1000kgs/m3 (66lbs/ft3). Sapwood is 
generally resistant to lyctid borer. Small movement in 
service. 
 
Working properties:  Works with difficulty due to the 
interlocked grain and its density. Pre-boring for fixings 
mandatory. It glues well and can be bought to a 
reasonable finish. 
 

Uses:  Heavy construction, wharfage, structural work, 
flooring, poles and  sleepers. 
 
Availability:  Plentiful. 

 
Grey Gum Timber Samples 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Grey Gum Burl Bowl by Brian Creese 

 

Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 

 
The text, timber images and tree image were sourced from 
“Timber in Australia in Colour” by David C Clark, and the 
turned image was provided by WSQ.
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All contributions for the May 2018 

edition of Turning Talk need to be 

submitted by no later than  

Saturday 28 April 2018. 

. 

The views expressed in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the Woodturners Society of 

Queensland or its Management Committee. 

Other organisations are welcome to use, with 

appropriate acknowledgement, editorial material 

from this publication. 

 
You’re invited to contribute to the content of TT. 

To do so, preferably by Email: 

gholbeck@hotmail.com  

Or, by mail: 

C/O TT EDITOR @ WSQ  

19 Pine Street, Greenslopes 

Brisbane, Qld 4120 
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