
As a result of comments on Workshop Safety made by Kevin 
Holden, you will notice some small signs appearing in our buildings. 
Each, in its own way, carries a message. Please heed these 
messages. 

My ‘pet’ concern – bandsaws. We have spent considerable time 
adjusting them so that they will do the job they are designed for. 
The tension on the blades is NOT ‘high C’ but such that it will cope 
with work appropriate for the machine. Because the blades are 
purchased from the one supplier, the replacement of a broken blade 
should not require any adjustment to the machine. Please, do not 
try to replace a blade if you are not sure what you are doing, get 
someone who does. 

Our display/sales for Cup Weekend and Xmas approach and 
members need to remember two things. The first is to find time to help out on the rosters and 
the second is to have woodwork items for sale. For newer members who have not been 
involved in the past I encourage you to take part. Other members will be happy to help you.  

On a somber note I mention the passing of Dave Teasdale. From the day he joined the Club, 
Dave wanted to be involved and to learn woodturning. Health issues were a problem and 
eventually got the better of him. We are sorry to loose Dave. 

It was great to have a visit from ’Robbo’, our newly appointed honorary Member. Robbo was 
concerned over the generally accepted misuse of the screw associated with the Vicmarc 90 & 
100 chucks.  He also explained the difference in its use with the Vicmarc 120, 140 & 150 
chucks. A diagram appears later in this newsletter. If you feel it is not clear, discuss it with a 
workshop supervisor. I must admit, that for 20 plus years of using these chucks, I had not 
realized there was a ‘wrong’ way to fit the screw.  

While on the subject of holding your work on the lathe, Robbo’s workshop day early in the 
year will be on that subject. More information will be available in a later newsletter. 

If you haven’t yet, then you will receive tickets for the Xmas Raffle in the near future. A list of 
the great prizes has already been circulated. A recent addition to the prize list is Robbo’s 
generous donation of a two-day woodturning workshop. A fantastic prize as a couple of our 
members can testify. ‘Thankyou’ Robbo. 

The annual Down Under Turn Around at Cowes for 2018 has come and gone. Nine members 
of our Club attended. These weekends are full ‘hands on’ events and it’s impossible to list 
what each of us attendees got out of the weekend but rest assured it will have some effect on 
our future woodturning. There were two woodturners (and partners) from the USA, as well as 
Tasmania, South Australia, Queensland, N.S.W. and the A.C.T. The people from the U.S.A. 
were fascinated by the way the weekend functioned because nowhere in their country do they 
have anything like this. For those who might be interested there are at least four other similar 
events not counting ‘sit and watch’ demonstration events. Such events are also available for 
carvers, scrollsawers, pyrographers, etc. Consider attending one of these events 

Maintenance of equipment in our facility is the responsibility of every member and this starts 
with the cleaning of the equipment you use. You do not need to wait until the end of a work 
session. If a piece of equipment needs maintenance that you cannot cope with, then a 
message can be left on the ‘white board’ in the meeting room. Members should clean the 
insides of saws as well as the outside, and use the pressure blower to remove fine dust from 
inside machines. This will reduce a lot of maintenance problems.  Wood scraps should be put 
in the wooden bin outside the turning room. Those of you who have wood fires at home, 
remember that those ‘off cuts’ are “yours for the taking”. Please take as much as you want. 

 

Please read the two items elsewhere in this newsletter – ‘Workshop Safety’ and ‘Use of 
Bandsaws’. 

 

Finally, consider submitting items for at least one of the Club’s three awards - The Okke 
Huitema, Harry Oates and the President’s awards. 

 

Hartley. 
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DIARY… 2018 

November 3rd – 6th  Melbourne cup sales Philip 
Island 

November 5th Committee Meeting  

November 12th General Meeting  

November 24th  BCAL/Woodies/U3A Open Day  

November 25th Bunnings BBQ 

November 29th Christmas break-up at 

Inlet Hotel 

December 23rd Bunnings BBQ 
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WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

WOODTURNING:      Regular Sessions 

Monday  9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328, Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

Monday  5 pm – 8 pm Contact John DiStefano: 0481 480 812 

Wednesday  1pm – 4pm    Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

Friday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

SEGMENTED TURNING:  Regular Sessions  

Friday     9am to 12 noon   Contact Alan McNaught: 5674 2457 

WOODTURNING:      On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based) 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 

TOY GROUP:              Regular Sessions 

Tuesday  9 am – 4 pm Contact Ron Snooks: 0429 722 113 

PYROGRAPHY:         Regular Sessions 

Friday                 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Michael Bladen: 0428 270 850 

SCROLL SAWING:    Regular Sessions 

Wednesday    9 am – 12 noon   Contact Ray Oram: 5662 4181 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029  

BANDSAW BOX MAKING:    On-demand Sessions 

Monday      1 pm – 4 pm Contact Marion Kerry: 0409 010 843 or 5672 3553 

JOINERY & SMALL FURNITURE MAKING: Regular Sessions    

Thursday  9am - 12 noon   Contact Robert Millard: 0418 565 467 

CARVING:    Regular Sessions        

Friday   9am – 12 noon Contact Harry Smith: 5674 8078 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

 
As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants 

please notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

 MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR OCTOBER 

A very happy birthday during the month of October to the following Members –  

Geoff barker, Tony Stephens and Bruce Talbot.  

There are still some birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Syd 

Gordon know or email woodies.newsletter@gmail.com  

SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES 

The club has expendable items (sandpaper, super glue, etc) for sale at cost price. If you are interested 

in purchasing any of these items see your supervisor. Check the noticeboard for details and cost.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November 24th - BCAL/Woodies/U3A Open day. Come and pay us a visit after you have voted and see what 

every one else has to offer.  

November 25th - Bunnings BBQ  

November 29th - Christmas Break-Up – Inlet Hotel:  

See the notice board for details as they are posted and get your name down quickly! The more the merrier. 

Also, Tony Stephens is requesting donations for the Christmas hamper. If you have anything to give talk to 

Tony or drop it in the box in the clubrooms. (Remember - no perishables please)  
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SHOW AND TELL 

From top left:  

 

1. Ray Oram - Scroll sawed eagle, craft ply and redgum. Finished with wipe-on poly  

2. Alan Hurst - Novelty item - Ply and mousetrap  

3. Alan Hurst - Scroll sawed leaf, veins drawn on  

4. Neil Lenne - Small lidded box with finial, timber unknown  

5. Alan Hurst - Natural edge bowl - turned green  

6. Alan Hurst - Vase with glass tube insert, Jarrah, finish with CA glue and varnish  

7. John Di Stefano - Natural Edge bowl, English Ash  

8. Alan Hurst - Mushroom farm, Gum burl and various timbers  

 



ABOUT OUR TIMBER STORE  

The two Neils have put a lot of time into the timber store removing ‘rubbish timber’ and installing “Bunnings style” 

vertical racks to assist with the safe stacking of our timber, The timber in the store is for the use of ALL members 

and members are encouraged to utilize the resource when they have the need. The only expectation is that when 

you take timber from the rack - particularly from the back of the rack - PLEASE, PLEASE leave it tidy, rearrange or 

restack the timber if you have to.  

If we all cooperate it will make life just that little bit better also, it will help out the two Neils.. 

 

LIBRARY STUFF  

Our librarian has reported the arrival of some new books (see photos). These are the latest editions to our library, 

other books have been added during the last several weeks. The committee has determined that new books will be 

advertised in the newsletter, so keep a lookout for new additions.  

If any of you have seen or have 

any knowledge of any books that 

could benefit the club please see 

Grant Cocker and give him the 

relevant details.  

On an organisational matter:- The 

library was left in a bit of a mess 

this week - Grant was a 

disappointed as was the rest of 

the committee. If you borrow a 

book (to take home or to read at 

the club) please put it back in its rightful place! Don’t just dump it back on the 

table. Apart from keeping things looking ‘spick and span’ it makes it easier for 

other members to find the book that they are looking for.  

 

 

 

The feel and beauty of finely crafted wood…the refreshing smell of your 
workshop…the absorbing joy of cutting and joining that makes the hours 
race by… These are the reasons you love woodworking.  

~Jack Neff, Make Your Woodworking Pay for Itself, 1996  

 

 

POWER CONSUMPTION  

At the last meeting concern was raised regarding our electricity bill. It seems that we have started being a tad 

cavalier with power usage of late! The latest power invoice had DOUBLED from previous invoices. There is no 

doubt that the extreme cold weather lately has probably contributed to this trend but it was noted by some that 

lights, the heater and sometimes dust extractors are being left on during coffee break when there is nobody in the 

workshops.  

As well as shutting the workshops when they are unattended could you all please remember to turn of ALL lights 

and machinery before leaving for your much needed cup of ‘joe’ and bickies.  

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated  



KEVIN HOLDEN VISITS  

 

Kevin has payed us two visits now. The first was a ‘good old 

discussion’ about safety and workshop protocols. It was quite an eye 

opener and revealed some things that none of us would have 

considered but once pointed out made perfect sense.  

At some time in the near 

future Kevin will be giving 

us some practical 

suggestions about how 

we could best improve 

the layout (and therefor 

safety) of our workshops.  

The second visit was all 

about sharpening blades, 

specifically carpenters 

chisels and plane blades. 

He emphasised that these 

techniques are equally as important for turning tools. 

Particularly the notion of keeping the tool cool whilst 

sharpening - you can never dip in water too many 

times!  

We all had several 

discussions after 

Kevin had left, 

everyone agreed 

that his knowledge 

and experience is 

extensive and that 

he is a valuable 

resource that we 

should continue to 

utilise while we can. 

We are very fortunate that he has seen fit to help out 

by volunteering his time so readily.  

So keep an eye out for dates for Kevin's visits and make an effort to come along - you WILL NOT 

be disappointed……….  

Cheers  

Syd  

 

PS. Check out this link from Alan Hurst. Who wants to take on the challenge? Maybe a few of you 

could make it a group project? I DARE YOU!!!! 

https://www.facebook.com/GeniusCraft.KeliNetwork/videos/338720956863939/  

 

Kevin’s sharpening stuff! Water stone, Diamond stones 

and piece of plate glass with Wet N Dry. Note the water 

containers. These are used to wet the water stones AND 

to keep the tools cool whilst grinding, he emphasised that 

this was vital to stop overheating of the cutting edge.  

Some of the planes that Kevin brought with 

him.  
Kevin showing very interested onlookers how to chisel a 

rebate for a hinge.  

Kevin giving us some sage advice 

regarding the jointer. One of his 

stories made my toes curl and my 

eye water!!  
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     FITTING THE SCREW IN A VICMARC 90/100 CHUCK  
 

As mentioned in my President’s Message, Robbo explained the 
correct method of fitting the screw (illustrated)  into the different 
Vicmarc chucks. The diagram here might not be as clear as I’d 
like but there are a couple of laminated copies in the workshop so 
you can discuss it with your workshop supervisor. 

 

Robbo has a number of video clips on YouTube which cover a variety aspects of woodturning. 

 

Here's a funny story from one of our Tassie members (thanks Kaye) 

After I retired, my wife insisted that I accompany her on her trips to Target. Unfortunately, like most men; I found shopping boring and preferred to 
get in and get out. Equally unfortunate, my wife is like most women - she loves to browse. Yesterday my dear wife received the following letter, from 
the local Target: 

Dear Mrs. Harris: 

Over the past six months, your husband has caused quite a commotion, in our store. We cannot tolerate this behaviour and have been forced 
to ban both of you from the store. Our complaints against your husband, Mr. Harris, are listed below and are documented by our video 
surveillance cameras: 

June 15:  He took 24 boxes of condoms and randomly put them in other people's carts when they weren't looking. 

July 2:  Set all the alarm clocks in Housewares to go off at 5-minute intervals. 

July 7:  He made a trail of tomato juice on the floor leading to the women's restroom. 
  
July 19:  Walked up to an employee and told her in an official voice, 'Code 3 in Housewares. Get on it right away'. This caused the 

employee to leave her assigned station and receive a reprimand from her Supervisor that in turn resulted with a union grievance, 
causing management to lose time and costing the company money. We don't have a Code 3. 

August 4:  Went to the Service Desk and tried to put a bag of M&Ms on layby. 

August 14:  Moved a, 'CAUTION - WET FLOOR' sign to a carpeted area. 

August 15:  Set up a tent in the camping department and told the children shoppers he'd invite them in if they would bring pillows and blankets 
from the bedding department to which twenty children obliged. 

August 23:  When a clerk asked if they could help him he began crying and screamed, 'Why can't you people just leave me alone?' EMTs 
were called. 

September 4: Looked right into the security camera and used it as a mirror while he picked his nose. 

September 10: While handling guns in the hunting department, he asked the clerk where the antidepressants were. 

October 3:  Darted around the store suspiciously while, loudly humming the, ' Mission Impossible' theme. 

October 6:  In the auto department, he practiced his, 'Madonna Look' using different sizes of funnels. 

October 18:  Hid in a clothing rack and when people browsed through, yelled 'PICK ME! PICK ME!' 

October 22: When an announcement came over the loud speaker, he assumed a fetal position and screamed; 'OH NO!  IT'S THOSE VOICES 
AGAIN!' 

Took a box of condoms to the checkout clerk and asked where is the fitting room? 

And last, but not least 

October 23: Went into a fitting room, shut the door, waited awhile; then yelled very loudly, 'Hey! There's no toilet paper in here.' One of the 
clerks passed out. 

  



LAKES ENTRANCE TRIP 17—21 SEPTEMBER(BY TONY STEPHENS  

Staying at “Silver Sands” caravan park  

 

Monday  

Arrive Lakes Entrance, setup camp and have a look around. Ron Snooks and 

Pat joined us for dinner at the bowling club, only six members on the trip, 

disappointing! But we had a great week.  

Tuesday  

We walked down main street calling in at Dave and Lyre, exceptional fossils, 

crystals, minerals and jewellery. Then on to “Lily Lane” patchwork. Morning tea 

at Chardwood Cafe and Antiques, then on to the Seashells Museum marine 

display including 90,000 world wide shells 

and model railway display. You could 

spend all day there. Then we went to 

Metung for lunch. On the way back we 

called in at nyerimilang heritage park and 

homestead. We went inside the 

homestead - most interesting lovely views 

of the lakes.  

 

 

 

Wednesday  

We went to Mens Shed for morning tea and a look over their new shed, only 

open 5 weeks. Members very friendly and 

helpful, we all enjoyed the morning. Then 

to J.E. Ramsdell gallery and museum for 

lunch and a look at the restored roots main 

one being 200 to 300 years old - height 66 

metres, root system height 4 metres width 

7 metres weight 6 tonnes. Then on to 

trestle bridge - Constructed in 1914, 247 

metres long 20 metres heigh.  

Thursday  

Judy and I Had to return home, Ray, Brian David and Meg Stayed until Friday. Judy and I would like to thank Ray, 

Brian, David and Meg for their company and support  

A great week was had by all six members  

 

 

Mens Shed - Big bandsaw!  

Live coral at Shell Museum  

Shell Museum  

Root system of Messmate. Grew in one 

metre of sandy loam on top of 

limestone shelf - roots grew laterally. 

Trestle Bridge  
Shell Museum  

Root System  

Mens Shed - Ray looking quite at home 



ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or 

buy, or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18
th 

of the month, to be in-

cluded in the next Newsletter.  

 

45-61 McKenzie St, 

10b/286-288 Maroondah Hwy, Chirn-

33 -35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

23 Inverloch Road, 

Wonthaggi 

THANKS TO WONTHAGGI WOODIES’ SPONSORS 
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