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448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 

Special Report on Ballarat Wood Show May 2018 -  Steve Mitchener 
The weekend of 26th and 27th May 2018 was the weekend of the “Ballarat Heritage Weekend” which 
also incorporated the 30th Ballarat Wood Show. For a number of years members of the Eltham 
Woodies have gone down and supported this wood show by demonstrating their skills over the 
weekend. For the last few years I have been one of them, and thoroughly enjoyed my ‘long weekend’ 
visit to Ballarat. It was two and a half days of mingling and working with like-minded and kindred 
spirits, swapping knowledge and gaining new ideas. But this year was different. 
 
The venue normally used was undergoing a major renovation, repair and extension. And this left the 
Ballarat Woodies out on a limb. (That’s a Woodie joke right there, folks!) This is similar to the 
situation we found ourselves in a couple of years back when our venue was being refurbished. 
Whereas we solved our own problem, with Council support, the Ballarat Council solved the problem 
for the Ballarat Woodies in one swoop. 
 
They incorporated the Wood Show into their Heritage week-end and found the Woodies a Church 
hall to use for the weekend. (That also sounds familiar.) Now a Church Hall is much smaller than a 
Netball Stadium, so space was at a premium. Harris Traders and Carrolls were the only ‘outsiders’ 
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invited along, as they had been supporting the Ballarat Wood Show from the very early days. All 
other ‘external support demonstrators’ (which obviously includes our contingent), were regrettably 
advised that they weren’t required due to these space limitations. 
 
And it was tight in the hall. And even though it was a small compact show, it was well supported by 
the Guild members and they utilised all the available space. There were plenty of demonstrations by 
the members, and all the demonstrators had a vast array of their output at their tables for sale. There 
were pens, bowls, chopping boards, boxes, scrolled pieces, carved pieces, all manner of wood work 
that you could imagine. And there was one display of laser-cut animals, which looked fantastic when 
assembled, but to my mind, was not real wood work.  
 
And the draw-card was the guy using a pole lathe. After watching him for a minute or so, I wondered 
‘why would you bother?’ It’s a lot of effort to remove not much wood. 
 
The aisles were narrow and getting about was very difficult. But the general atmosphere was cosy 
and friendly, as you would expect from a gathering of wood-workers. I bumped into Frank and Roslyn 
Camera as I was leaving, and it was good to see our Club supporting Ballarat Woodies in this manner. 
And if the Wood Show stays combined with the Heritage Week-end, perhaps I could meet more 
Eltham Woodies down here next year as there would be much more to see. But as I was only here for 
the Wood Show, I was happy to leave the ‘Heritage’ behind and head back to Melbourne. 
 
The Ballarat members I spoke to are all hoping to be back in the ‘old venue’ after the rebuilding is 
complete. But since it started 12 months late, all I could do was wish them luck. 
 

Volunteers’ Recognition Night 
It was with much pleasure that Graeme Deany and myself (David Green) were asked to attend the 
Volunteers’ Recognition Night on Thursday 24th May.  This function was held at the Eltham 
Community Centre in the very room where we have our annual Wes's workshop and demonstrators. 
It was a great night and we met many wonderful volunteers from many different 
organisations.  Awards were presented by the Mayor to various volunteers for their outstanding 
contributions and a small movie told stories of many other outstanding volunteers and their 
achievements.  Among the many people that Graeme and I met was one that I knew by name but 
hadn't met, his name was "John Doyle".  John was a past Treasurer of our club back in 1987 and Vice 
President in 2000-2001.  He had very kind words to say about our club and remembered many of the 
people associated with our club.  He was particularly pleased to hear how many people members are 
today.  Another person that was there but representing a different organisation was our very own Sue 
Bowles.  Congratulations Sue, you are a very community minded person.  Another friend of our club 
who was there was Warwick Leasson.  Warwick always speaks very highly of our club and had much 
praise for John Winkett who had just recently made a couple of new Rotary signs as requested by 
Warwick. 
 
At the end of the night Graeme, myself and all of the other Volunteers were given a small token of 
thanks to take home with us. 
 
Thank you very much to John Winkett and the committee for asking Graeme and myself to attend 
this wonderful occasion.  We went there not because we had done anything outstanding but as 
representatives of this great club and all that we do as a group for the community.  It was a wonderful 
night and I am sure that Graeme would have enjoyed it as much as I did. 
 
Thank you all very much, David Green 
 

Free Timber 
FREE     Spotted Gum Flooring New T/G Solid  Approx 40  Linear Metres. 180 MM Wide 15MM 
Thick.  Contact Alwyn Wainwright     9455 2187 
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New Instrument Making Group – Frank Camera 
The interest shown in this new group following 
our two initial meetings has been fantastic and 
I’m sure there will be about 20 members 
enjoying a mostly new and exciting aspect to 
their woodworking skills. In just making one 

instrument you will possibly be combining the likes of intricate box making and precise joinery, wood 
carving and shaping, maybe scroll sawing, simple marquetry, making and using jigs and some fine 
finishing and polishing – and have lots of fun doing it all. 
 
We are working on most members starting off with a 3 
string “cigar box” guitar which can be as simple or 
intricate as the maker wishes, but either way the end 
result will be a fine sounding instrument that can be 
easy to play and would make a great present for any 
young budding musician. (Or slightly older would be musician for that matter) The timber does not 
have to be exotic and the hardware we can get for a very good price, possibly around $25 per 
instrument. A couple of members have already decided to tackle a “real” guitar or ukulele from the 
outset which is great and will be good for the others to learn from.  
 

At the same time, we will be gauging what 
members would like as a follow up project and 
concurrently work on the jigs and moulds to suit – 
any of three ukulele models or a full sized guitar. 
John and I will be quite happy to oversee and 
help/advise the projects (you will do the actual 

build!) and obviously we have Mark in the group as well for more expert guidance on the advanced 
work. 
The committee has decided that we can have the alternate 
Tuesday evenings to those used by the turners (2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays) and also 2nd and 4th Saturday afternoons. We will 
finalise this possibly early June. Individuals can also obviously 
use the open workshop Saturday mornings and the open Tuesday 
and Thursday sessions as well.  
 
A big welcome to all participants, cannot wait to get started. In 
fact, I am on to my third instrument since John showed us his 
little beaut 3 string CBG at the March meeting. I will contact 
everybody in the group soon with some instrument plans and discussion on timber and hardware bits 
and pieces. 
 
Around the Workshop – Charles Camera - May 2018          
I have previously made mention of a very generous donation to the club 
of a reciprocating spindle sander.  The sander whilst of very good 
quality and in very good condition was found not to be to the club’s 
requirements.  As a result, we have acquired a new Triton unit which 
has a larger range of sanding sleeve sizes.  This facility will be top 
notch for the new Luthiers group and others needing to smooth inside 
edges such as on serving boards.   There will only be course grit sized 
sleeves available as the main aim is to shape and smooth curved cuts 
such as from the bandsaw.     Fine sanding can be easily done thereafter 
by hand especially using a flexible block to support the paper.  Please 
ensure that you have been given a run through on proper and safe use 
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before trying it.  (A number of members will be given trainer status and will be listed on a sheet to 
be placed near the unit). 
 
I have heard many complaints regarding “wonky“ cuts on the saws, 
particularly the mitre saw.  This has sometimes been the result of a 
misaligned fence but is usually the result of the settings not being 
checked. To get an exact angle on the mitre saw it is necessary to 
ensure that the saw is correctly positioned even if the detent appears 
to have locked. If your cut is critical then first check with scrap 
timber and a square or protractor (which is in the tool room).   For 
the vertical there is greater chance that the saw is not where you 
want it as the mechanism is much less precise. There is a stop for 
the vertical but, did the last person to bring the saw back upright, 
actually check that it is properly set?   To make this easier and allow 
very precise angles on the table saw we have acquired a digital angle 
gauge which is stored on a small shelf near the mitre saw.  To use this, it must first be zeroed on the 
table top (it is magnetic and will stick the table saw but not the mitre saw which is not a problem).  
After pressing the calibrate button for a couple of seconds it will read zero degrees. Then with the 
saw switched off at the power point attach the gauge to the blade ensuring it is plumb and crank the 
blade to whatever angle you need.  Using this device, you will for example have a truly 90 or 45 
degrees cut.  
 
 Another new tool that we have acquired is a Tormek SVD 186 sharpening 
jig. This replaces the old SVD 185 which is still serviceable and which is 
now offered for sale at $ 60 however to actually use it you will need to also 
have a bar on your grinder which can be bought or made from a steel rod ex 
Bunnings or wherever. If interested please contact Dave Mitchell. 
 
For some time, table saw users have struggled with the tablesaw slide table 
lock which mostly doesn’t lock.  The problem has been that the striker plate 
is so worn that a small push on the sliding section allows the pin to jump out. 
But not anymore soon as for the sum of $46 we have bought a genuine spare 
plate from Hammer – a bit of punched and bent metal – how can they keep a straight face asking that 
much as surely it only cost 46 cents to make!? 
 
Making our club known around the community is very important as not only do we get new members 
such as the excellent recent batch but it also means we get visitors to our exhibition. One way we 
have endeavoured to do this is by using Facebook.  FB has been in the news recently for some of the 
wrong reasons but it is a very, very useful means for keeping in touch with family and friends. It is 
for this reason that it has an astonishing number of followers now around 3 billion. We do not need 
to be known by billions but whenever someone who sees our page “likes it“ their friends will likely 
see the posting -  that way our fame spreads.  From a small beginning we now have a sizable number 
of viewers of our weekly postings (put up by a very dedicated person very close to me).   Towards 
the exhibition we will pay Facebook to boost our viewers which will result in nearly all subscribers 
in the Eltham region (the more you pay the wider the pool) seeing our exhibition notice – way more 
cost effective than other means of advertising.  This week’s stats reported by FB is  “Weekly Total 
Reach 139 (↑59.8% ) , People Engaged 21   ↑75.0%   Total Page Likes 102.  
 
Pyrography Group – Peter Davies – 29/4/2018 
Today’s meeting marked the completion of seven years since the group was formed. It doesn’t seem 
that long, but it shows in the vast improvement in skills, complexity and quantity of the tasks we now 
undertake compared with the first few meetings. 
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We were down in numbers but not in enthusiasm. Steve arrived super-early to set up the workspace 
and also his display for S & T which comprised a number of completed witty quotes, a carved and 
coloured rattle totem, and a “Crazy Clock”. 
 
Some work got done in the times between arriving, morning tea and lunch, and after lunch and 
included our inspection of the almost completed new kitchen area and the frame of the extension. For 
a lot of the day the room looked more like an artist’s studio. Steve was in overtime mode completing 
a number of his witty sayings – he now has a barrow load of items for the exhibition. Graham 
decorated a couple of tissue boxes after setting up with his paints and palette – brightly coloured 
wattle and waratah flowers were the end result. I used my new jig to decorate a couple of pen bodies 
and ready them for their final finish before assembly. 
 

Carving Group - Steve Mitchener - 4/5/2018 
I collect sayings and meaningful phrases for use in Pyrography to make my funny little signs up. One 
saying I have known for decades is: “The best laid plans of mice and men, often go asunder.” And 
that’s what happened for this Carving Group. 
 
I had spoken to Alwyn at the Wednesday meeting, and was assured he would be there on Friday. So, 
I decided to go along and support him, knowing Sandra and Batoul were going away to Bacchus 
Marsh for the Carve-In, and David “Nomad” Green was away travelling again. That’s the “best laid 
plans part”. What I wasn’t aware of, was that Alwyn later rang Sandra, and they knew Neil wasn’t 
going to be there, so decided to cancel the carving day. That’s the “often go asunder” bit. Another 
saying that fits in here is: “Sh*t happens!” 
 
So, I turn up at the Club and settle down to work. I was working on a Celtic Knot in Huon Pine. Allan, 
a new member, comes along and joins me to finish some carvings he had also started. His piece was 
a linked chain with a key on the end. Then John Mentha joined us to work on his three legged stools 
which will need carving when assembled.  
 
Then Batoul came in and worked on her wading bird body. She had a couple of hours to fill in before 
heading to Bacchus Marsh, and decided to make them useful. John and I showed her how to use rasps 
to shape the body, and we all had a good time talking and joking as usual.  
 
We finished a bit earlier than usual because Batoul had to meet with Sandra. But collectively, we all 
make some sawdust, and managed to get some work done. So even though my plans went ‘belly up’ 
from what I envisaged, in the end the day wasn’t wasted for any of us. 
 

Scrollsaw Group – Steve Mitchener – 5/5/2018 
Had a few early apologies, these being from Roz, Beryl and Ron. But still expected a good turnout 
from the other members of this group. I actually got to the Club in good time, considering all the road 
works in the district. So, I was in, set up, and cutting furiously before anyone else even fronted. 
 
I was soon joined by many of the regulars, and they quickly spread about, set-up, and got down to 
work. 

- Had	Jennifer	cutting	a	trivet.	
- Graham	cutting	a	puppy	puzzle.	(Now	that’s	a	picture	of	some	puppies	stuck	onto	wood	

being	cut	into	a	puzzle,	not	the	real	thing	being	cut	into	a	puzzle.	Just	want	to	clarify	that	
for	all	the	animal	lovers	out	there.)	

- Raman	cutting	out	tractors	and	more	cars.	
- Tony	cutting	elephant	puzzles.	(Again,	that’s	not	REAL	elephants	being	cut	up	to	make	a	

puzzle.	Now	that	would	be	a	BIG	job!.)	
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And we had Andrew Borg amongst us for a while, watching what we do, and learning the Scrollsaw 
basics, since he has now brought his own machine. 
 
And there was Robert Merlo here briefly, machining up some timber to cut later. And we had a visit 
from Rado. Good to see other members having a look at what we do in this busy little group. 
 
I was cutting some very small Christmas decorations and ornamentation. Not for any particular 
reason, just wanted to know how small I could actually go. And that’s pretty damn small……. 
 
Carving Group - Steve Mitchener -18/5/2018 
As it was the third Friday, I thought I would visit Carving again to see who turned up. And it turned 
out to be quite a day. 
 
I turned up early and got stuck into a Gargoyle figure I was carving in Kauri Pine. It’s a fiddly detailed 
piece I plan to turn into a cupboard decoration. Not that I need it, I’m just doing it because I can. 

- Then	Sandra	comes	in	and	I	catch	up	on	Bacchus	Marsh,	and	we	swapped	general	gossip.	
Sandra	marked	out	another	Cormorant	and	worked	on	a	horse	figurine.	

- Neil	joined	us	and	spent	his	day	sanding	down	an	urn	he	had	made,	which	had	received	
an	‘unsatisfactory	finish’.	It’s	actually	a	container	for	incense.	

- Alwyn	 came	 and	 pyrographied	 his	 three-string	 guitar	 with	 some	 hand-drawn	
decorations,	and	finished	the	day	working	on	his	‘carving	man’.	

- John	Mentha	was	working	 on	his	 stool	 spreaders,	which	 are	 assembled	 out	 of	 three	
pieces,	complete	with	turned	spigots	and	concealed	joins.	

- Batoul	worked	some	more	on	her	bird	which	is	actually	based	on	a	Turnstone.	This	bird	
is	 a	Wader,	 from	 the	 Order	 Charadriiformes,	 from	 the	 Family	 Scolopacidae.	 And	 the	
Ruddy	Turnstone	actually	winters	in	Australia,	so	you	might	have	seen	one.	

 
Then David “Nomad” Green wanders in followed by John Leahy. John was looking extremely well 
after his recent illness, and it was great to see him up and about again. John and David both did a lot 
of talking and catching up, and David managed to do some work on a Redshank bird body. It’s from 
the same Order and Family as Batoul’s bird but confined mainly to Europe and Central Asia. 
Both birds are about the same weight at 85 to 140-150 grams, and nowhere near as big as either of 
these two carvings. (The technical information, and spelling, is from a large Tome I have on birds, 
and is not something I have made up.) 
 
So eventually our ranks thinned, and the day of carving and chatter eventually drew to a close. 
 
Box Making Group – Steve Mitchener – 19/5/2018 
John B. rang me early and said he was going to be delayed, could I watch over things on my own. 
We usually run this group as a “double act” together, but today I was going “solo”. Great! More 
responsibility! 
 
It’s just as well I was early because one of our usual members was waiting anxiously to get started. 
(He had missed the last session and wanted to catch up.) So, Bernie and I got inside, and he cut the 
top off his finger-joined work box on the table saw and proceeded clean up the edges and excess glue. 
(This sucker ain’t coming apart, I can assure you of that!) 

- Tony	rebated	the	bottom	and	then	assembled	a	small	Pine	box	for	which	we	had	made	
and	mitred	the	sides	in	an	earlier	session.	He	then	cut	and	trimmed	to	size	the	base	and	
glued	it	in.	Then	machined,	cut	and	joined	some	lovely	contrasting	timber	to	use	for	the	
lid.		

- Allan	Hillard	routered	a	decorative	edge	on	some	drawer	fronts	to	match	the	furniture	
at	home.	
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- Batoul	 spent	 her	 day	 hand	 fitting	 the	 sliding	 lid	 to	 the	 work	 box	 which	 had	 been	
assembled	in	the	last	session.	

- Noah	cut	mitres	on	small	pieces	for	a	box	which	would	have	a	concealed	compartment	
when	it	was	finished.	

- Toby	machined	up	 some	blocks	of	Blackwood	which	will	be	 cut	down	 for	use	 in	box	
making	at	a	later	date.	

- Sandra	broke	down	some	timber	lengths	and	machined	them	up	to	be	made	into	boxes.	
Then	she	assembled	a	box	carcass	which	was	already	cut	to	size	and	mitred.	Then	filled	
in	the	rest	of	her	day	carving	a	horse.	(Didn’t	finish	it.)	

 
Bruce turned up with a handful of turning tools, had got his days mixed up. And admitted he didn’t 
check the schedule in the back of the newsletter. 
(That’s why it’s there! To stop people wasting their time turning up on the wrong day!) 
 
John turned up and joined us for lunch. He could see that it had been a busy and productive day, even 
though by this time half the people had left. We all had a long lunch and lively discussion, then John 
went off again and let us get back to work. The day continued for a few hours longer. 
 
I didn’t do any personal work at all. As “Technical Adviser” I was too busy ‘advising and supervising’ 
for anything as mundane as that! 
 
Pyrography Group – Steve Mitchener – 27/5/2018 
With Maike away travelling (might have got the bug from David “Nomad” Green), and Graham and 
Peter being early apologies, I knew this was going to be a small group. It turned out to be a trio. 
 
I arrived early (what’s new?) and took time to look at the new extension. The roof was on, and new 
windows and boards fitted to the other existing front wall, things were really happening. 
 
Beryl turned up next and set about doing Peter Rabbit bookends for two of her Grandchildren, and a 
spare for the Exhibition. They had already been scrolled out to shape, and the edges and details were 
being added. 
 
Batoul came in and showed us her finished horses, and a pair of swans pyroed onto a piece of Vic 
Ash which was to be used as a cheese board. It just needed the handle finished and edges rounded 
and the job was done. Then traced a sleeping puppy onto another board and proceeded to burn the 
image. 
 
I did a couple of my little signs, and a picture of a young panda cub in a tree. The little fella has an 
attitude problem. You can check it out at the Exhibition, it’ll be there. And speaking of the Exhibition, 
how are your pieces going? It’s only five more months until they will be chasing your entries. Better 
get cracking!  
 
Between the three of us, we managed some very lively and diverse discussions through the day. We 
talked about our families, our early memories, work experiences, and numerous funny situations in 
our lives, as well as more serious fare like idiot drivers and lying politicians. The usual stuff…. 
But eventually, decided home was the place to be. 
 

Upcoming Events 

• 2nd,	3rd	June	-	Albury	Wodonga	Woodcrafters	invite	you	to	attend	the	9th	Annual	
Woodcarving	Weekend.		Bookings	essential	as	there	are	only	25	places	available	

• 22nd	–	24th	June	-	The	2018	Australian	Woodturning	Exhibition	at	the	Kingston	City	Hall,	
985	Nepean	Highway	
Moorabbin.	


