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John Winkett 
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9439 1793 John Brownrigg 
Vice President 
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Charles Camera 
     Secretary 

9434 2269 
 

Dave Mitchell 
    Treasurer 

9436 4916 

Committee	Members	

Keith Hawkins                       9432 6751 Tony Orbe 0407 050723  
 

Steve Mitchener 0409 003487 Bruce Jackson 9717 4802 

Lorraine Kruger 9436 1742   
All correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary, P.O. Box 701, Eltham, 3095 or email 
     secretary@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

Newsletter	Editor	
Beryl Watling 9439 6860 editor@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 
The deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is the Tuesday the week before our meeting.  Please email the 
item in Word or text format. 
 
Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 3rd October, 2017 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 
Raffle	Tickets	–	Peter	Davey	
The books of raffle tickets were posted out last Monday (18th) so you should all have them by now.  
Thanks to John Brownrigg for organising photos of the prizes which were included with the tickets.  
Frank Camera has found that having the photos has helped enormously with the sales; he’s already 
sold three books at the Eltham Bowling Club and has taken another three books.  What a star!  
People who collected their tickets at the last meeting won’t have the photos – I’ll leave some at the 
clubhouse during the week so that you can grab them if needed.  If you need additional books call 
me on 0421 544 115 and I’ll get them out to you. 
  
The sold and unsold tickets plus money collected need to be returned at the November meeting or in 
the interim they can be posted to: 
  
The Secretary 
Eltham & District Woodworkers 
PO Box 701, Eltham 3095  
  
Keep up the good work, I think it’s going to be a bumper year. 
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2017	Annual	Exhibition	–	Geoff	Oliver	
This year’s exhibition is fast approaching and will be back at the revamped Nillumbik community 
centre with the following schedule: 
 
Exhibit Entries 
All entries to be submitted by the November general meeting (1st November) 
 
Set-up Thursday 9th November 
Delivery of exhibits between 7.00am and 10.30am followed by the set-up which will again be done 
by Isobelle Clement. We will need members to stay around to assist with the set-up. 
 
Official Opening 7.00pm Friday 10th November 
All members and partners urged to attend 
Members with surname starting with A-K to bring a plate of sweets, and those starting L-Z 
savouries 
 
Exhibition Sat 11th and Sunday 12th November (9.00am – 5.00pm) 
8.ooam Saturday set up demonstration area. Exhibition opens to public at 9.00am 
 
Assistance of members required throughout the weekend to help with Wes’s workshop, sales table, 
selling raffle tickets etc. 
                                                                                                                                                              
SAFETY	IN	THE	WORKSHOP.	EVERYBODY	PLEASE	READ.-	Dave	Mitchell	
This month, I had to give one of our more Senior (Experienced??)  members a wrap over the 
knuckles for a very serious workshop safety breach. The person was using the Table Saw freehand, 
without using either fence. This is a definite NO NO. If the wood moves out of line slightly, the 
wood can be caught by the blade and shot back towards you at incredible speed. It is a danger to the 
operator and others. If I see it happen again (by anybody), they will be banned from using all 
machinery until they re-do all of their safety training. 
 
On another note, someone else was using the Drop Saw cross handed, the left hand operating the 
saw and the right hand holding the wood on the left side. They were also using a stop block that 
captured the piece being cut. You should manage the task without crossing hands over. When using 
a stop block, you can use an extra spacer that is removed before the cut is done. For example, you 
need to cut pieces at 75mm. You can use 9mm ply as a spacer. You clamp the stop block 84mm 
(75+9) from the blade. Before the cut, you insert the spacer against the stop block, run your timber 
to be cut against the spacer, remove the spacer and make the cut. The cut piece is not trapped by the 
stop block and blade. 
 
With the influx of new members in the last few years, I would encourage other members to be on 
the lookout for safety issues. Please bring it to the attention of the person. If they don't listen, raise it 
with the keyholder, a Committee Member and/or myself or Barry Lay. 
 
In all my previous beginners’ classes I have run, I measure the success of an individual by their 
finger count at the start and finish of the course. Broadly speaking, success equals NO injuries. I 
don't care if they have to replace a timber component that they have spent time and money on. 
Timber is replaceable, fingers are not. 
 
The club has purchased some extra ear protection for those that have not brought their own. I would 
encourage members to use them. 
 
P.S. I was handed a pair to wear by another member looking after my safety. I am more than happy 
for others to remind me, if I forget again. 
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Name	Badges	–	Dave	Mitchell	
Martin Lawley has made several members name badges recently, however there have been some 
badges made a while ago that have still not been picked up. 
 
The following name badges are looking for their owners. 
Keith Craine, Chris Kelly, Maurice Holland, Paul Cruise, Robert Thornton and Patrick Sharkey. 
The name badges are located on the kitchen table. 
	
G'	day	Steve	
Just a little note to say thanks again for allowing me use the small bandsaw on your scroll saw day 
last month. Nice little group of scrollers you have there, all working away making lots of nice 
sawdust! Ha Ha!  Yes, I did cut up a few boxes Steve, but nowhere near 30 as you suggested, and I 
was lucky to look around at the right moment because you had already starting morning tea without 
me!! What - no cream cakes?	
 	
Some years ago, the late Phil Sparrow made numerous gifts throughout the year for us fellow 
woodies and partners, which he handed out at the end of year. One of those gifts was a band saw 
box (my wife Jan still has hers). I would encourage anyone who is looking for a small project to 
make to have a go at a bandsaw box. They make great presents for loved ones and are fairly easy to 
make. If you decide to have a go, check out the web as you will find lots of info on patterns and 
how to make them.  
	
There are books on the subject by Lois Ventura that may be a worthwhile purchase. The club has 
purchased a narrow 1/4'' bandsaw blade for the purpose of making boxes. Not perfect, but will get 
the job done. Anyone who is keen would be wise to join John Brownrigg's box making sessions, as 
I am sure he would accommodate you. I am hoping to have a few of my finished boxes at the 
Eltham Festival.	
	
John Mentha 
 
Beginners’	Sessions	-		Dave	Mitchell	
The new beginners’ sessions will begin on Monday 9th Oct at 9:30am. 
You will be able to make whatever you like and take as long as you like. 
 
For the first session, you will need to bring. Your Name Badge if you have one.  Notepad and pen 
and any plans or photos that you have for your project.  If you don't have plans that will be OK but 
you will need to have an idea of what you wish to make.  It will broadly be considered Cabinet 
Making that is, not a woodturning, scrollsaw, carving or pyrography project. The other club groups 
deal with these projects and/or tuition. 
 
My expectation is that some of you have never made anything with wood, do not have any plans, do 
not know what wood to use, do not know where to purchase the timber or how to select your 
timber. We will address these issues in the first session (or two). 
 
I will have other club members supporting me in running the group with different levels of 
experience and skills than I have. This means I don't need to do all of the talking (what a relief you 
say). 
 
Once we get past the planning etc. You will need to purchase any materials that you require such as 
glue, masking tape, nails, screws, hinges and finishing materials (Danish Oil or Polyurethane). You 
can purchase wood joining biscuits from the club at 5c each or sandpaper at $1 per sheet. If you 
already have PVA glue bring it along but we will also discuss different glues you can use. 
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For people that have not done safety training, I will arrange this.  Once we start the machining etc, I 
will also be asking my helpers to keep an evil eye on your machinery use as well. The CRITICAL 
aspect of the course will be safety. If you are not sure about something or the correct method of 
doing something please ask. This general rule applies to all members of the club not just the 
beginners. 
	
Carving	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-		1/9/2017.	
It’s a very small group again today. Just as well Sandra’s back, or it would just be the two of us, and 
I doubt that number constitutes a ‘group’.  
 
David Green is an apology due to illness.  Sandra has bandsawn a Wombat shape in Cypress Pine. 
Due to the large roly-poly nature of this beast, it will be some time “in work”. Sandra spent some 
time also detailing her Cormorant. 
 
Neil was working mainly on his Ginger Jar lid. We all collaborated on a way to stabilise the lid so 
he could power carve the underside of it. We explored a couple of options, but none seemed totally 
feasible and offered sufficient support of the fragile lid, so none were actioned here at the Club. 
And I was putting some detail work into my small Wood Spirit. I have carved the shape, but need 
the detail all done to it before I finish it off with a bit of gentle sanding. (Didn’t look so hard to do 
in the magazine!) 
 
Throughout the day the conversation waxed and waned, and many topics were discussed. We also 
decided as there is an ‘extra’ Friday in this month, we would use it as a Carving Friday, as the Club 
Exhibition is looming and we all want to get some carvings finished prior to that event. So, the next 
scheduled Carving day is the 15th, and then we’ll have an extra day on the 29th. (But the report for 
that won’t appear until the November Newsletter.) Then the following Friday is the first one in 
October (the 6th), and that will also be a regular carving day. 
 
Scrollsaw	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	–	2/9/2017	
It was ‘Ladies Day’ at the Scrollsaw Group today. (Not officially, it’s just the way it worked out.) 
As I drove around the corner at 5 to 9, I noticed two ladies waiting on the front porch for me to 
arrive. As I was already out-numbered, I am glad I wasn’t running late! The Ladies dominated the 
attendance numbers at the Group all day, until late in the session, when Male stamina came to the 
fore and Graham and I were the last Scrollers to leave the Club. 
 
Beryl completed two puppy puzzles, and a giraffe trio puzzle.  Maike cut some heart shapes that 
will be carved and shaped for gifts. And then we cut up some ply in preparation for making a small 
box. I gave Maike some hints on how to mark out finger joins for the corners which can be cut on 
the Scrollsaw. (Of course!) 
 
Roz was hand sanding her step stool so it would be finished for the Exhibition.  Keith cut out a dog 
puzzle. (It seems like Graham is influencing him!)  Graham finished cutting out his giant multiple 
animal puzzle. Then cut another dog sign. 
 
Jennifer was here with her brand new, still-in-the-box Hegner Scrollsaw. Fortunately, I knew this 
was happening, and brought in some timber from home to help her make a stand for it. Utilising the 
ply we made the top and insert, used aromatic Cedar for the frame around the top and two of the 
legs, and ‘re-purposed’ a Radiata Pine leg from a small table I had demolished at home. We worked 
out the correct operating height for Jennifer, and would have had it completely finished if either of 
us had thought to bring in some appropriate sized bolts. Ooops!  Jennifer has a list of what is 
needed, and we will spend about ten minutes at the start of the next session drilling some holes and 
bolting it together. Then Jennifer will have her own ‘demountable’ scrollsaw stand just like the rest 
of us. Then there will be no stopping her…… 
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We also had a brief visit from Tony Orbe, who had popped in to gather some Scrollsaw orientated 
information. Fortunately, I had the answers….. 
 
Carving	Group	-	Steve	Mitchener	–	15/9/2017	
It was another small but productive Carving Group that gathered today. 
 
Sandra started work on another naked amputee lady in Cypress Pine. Said they always “sell well.” 
(That really surprises me! The torso is misshapen and out of balance, the arms and legs are not cut 
off evenly, and even the head is missing!!) Also did some work on a spoon in some unknown wood 
provided by a friend.  
 
Alwyn finished his Monotreme, and we discussed methods of finishing it and adding a little colour 
to it. (No, not paint!) Alwyn then started on a figurine of a woodcarver in Huon Pine. Even though 
this is a complicated piece, Alwyn fully anticipates having it completed by the Exhibition to be 
held by EDWC in 2018. 
 
Neil also worked on two projects today. First was his giant scrollsawn layered ginger jar. His main 
aim was to get the finer details right for this piece, and he spent some time shaping the interior of it. 
The second project he spent some time on was his squared box with the projecting corners. 
 
I spent the day cutting the hair and beard details into my small woodspirit carving. Not a job to be 
rushed with the flowing curves and swirls when using a fine bladed scalpel. It’s really starting to 
look like something now! Just not sure what that is….. 
 
As this year’s Exhibition is creeping closer, the carving Group is going to meet again on Friday the 
29th September (just sneaking another day in this month.) And we will be back again the following 
Friday (6th October) because that is a scheduled day for us. Reports for those dates will be in the 
November newsletter. 
	
Upcoming	Events:	

• 18th October – 11th November – Victorian Woodworkers Association Exhibition, Fine 
Woodworking and Create from A Crate.  Manningham Art Gallery. 

• 10th December – Club Christmas Lunch and 30th Anniversary – St Margaret’s Church 
Eltham 

 
 
 



           Page 6    
        

EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar       
Box Making 1st Wednesday 1.00 pm John Brownrigg 
Carving Group 
 

1st & 3rd Friday 9.00 am Sandra Dean 

Open / Cabinet 
Workshop 

Tuesday 9.30 am Key Holder 
2nd & 4th Saturday 9.30 am Mark Thompson 
Thursday 9.30 am Key Holder 

Mentoring Monday Monday 9.30 am Dave Mitchell 
Pyrography Group 
 

4th Sunday 9.30 am Peter Davies 

Scroll Saw Group 
 

1st Saturday 9.00 am Steve Mitchener 

Woodturning 
 

1st & 3rd Tuesday 7.30 pm Graeme Deany 

Committee Meeting 
 

3rd Wednesday 7.30 pm Committee 

Exhibition Committee 
 

4th Wednesday 1.00 pm Geoff Oliver  

General Meeting 
 

1st Wednesday 8.00 pm In CFA Hall 

Beginners’ Group 
 

Sunday except 4th 
Sunday 

9.30 am Dave Mitchell 

General 
 

Wednesday 9.00 am 
– 12noon 

Wes Weight 

 
These dates do not take into account public holidays. Please check. 
Note 1.  All members are encouraged to make full use of the clubrooms.  However, the nominated 
activity groups have the dedicated use of the premises during their time slots.  Please consult these 
groups beforehand if there is a special reason to use the workshop during these allotted sessions. 
Note 2.  Daytime cabinet and open workshops generally commence at 10am but if no one arrives by 
11am the member rostered can close-up.  If you cannot arrive by 11am contact the rostered member 
to make other arrangements. 
Note 3.  Long weekend key holders have the option to cancel.  Members must confirm prior to 
attendance. 
 
Club Key Holders 
The following people are key holders and can be contacted to gain access to the workshop at 
reasonable times outside the regular opening times.  It is a commitment for all key holders to ensure 
club rules and regulations are maintained, including signing in and out in the attendance book, 
cleaning up, checking dust extractor bags, etc. For safety reasons a minimum of two people MUST 
be on site when using workshop equipment. 
J. Winkett,   B. Jackson,   D. Mitchell,   B. Vaughan,  
S. Mitchener,   J. Brownrigg,   L. Kruger,   C. Camera,  
B. Lay,   B. McDonald,   G. Oliver,   S. Dean,  
G. Deany,   M. Thompson,  K. Hawkins  D. Green, 
A. Wainwright. 
 


