
  

DIARY… 2018 

June 28th  New Shed opening 

July 2nd   Committee meeting 

July 8th  Vietnam Vets Day (see notice 

board) 

July 9th   General Meeting  

August 6th  Committee meeting 

August 13th  General Meeting  

September 3rd  Committee Meeting  

September 10th  General meeting 

October 1st  Committee meeting 

October 7th  Bunnings BBQ 

October 8th  General Meeting  

November 5th  Committee Meeting  

November 12th  General Meeting  

November 25th  Bunnings BBQ 

December 23rd  Bunnings BBQ 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

Hello all members. 

Neil Bateman standing in 

for the wandering 

president (I hope this goes 

alright!). 

 

Firstly I'm sorry to report 

that we have three members laid up; 

 

Dave Teasdale has some serious problems and 

looking for a happy result soon. 

 

Alan McNaught, in and out of hospital seeking 

a good result, knowing Alan he'll be back 

ASAP. 

 

Fred Demenech, he's had a problem or two 

lately, get well soon mate. 

 

Ron Snookes is looking for more support to do 

the Bunnings evening and also for the Vietnam 

Vets Museum functions, it would be 

wonderful to have a lot more of our newer 

faces helping out - the more help provided the 

easier the load for all. 

Last Wednesday we had our luncheon at the 

Inlet Hotel. Eighteen of us (partners included) 

attended, it was a very nice venue, and the food 

was both generous and fairly priced. It also 

looks like being our Christmas function venue. 

 

The turning room has dropped off the last 

couple of Fridays-probably due to wintry 

weather and temporary migrations, but, they'll 

be back. 

 

Nearly all of the other groups are faring 

really well with great support, the notable 

exception being the scrollsawers with an 

increase of two new starters. 

 

The local member (state) Brian Painter visited 

Thursday, he was very interested in the 

progress of the machinery shed, the club in 

general and also of our community support 

issues. 

  

Hartley and John DiStefano have organised a 

start of area beautification on the southern 

side of the club, a year should see a significant 

change. 

 

With the good comes with the bad. I have a 

grumble; I would love to see that members 

who use club equipment be as efficient about 

replacing kit back where they found it as they 

are of getting it. Others to remove drill bits 

from chucks (especially small ones), putting 

things back helps us all. Switching OFF 

power points and lights helps also. 

 

When closing off for the day, sweep up a little 

bit better and also into the general work 

area.  Neil and I are not into babysitting. 

 

Good housekeeping is a large assist to our 

collective safety - we all should go home 

happier for having had a great day. 

 

I think I have covered all of the info. If I have 

omitted anything I'll get it next time. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon  

 

Neil Bateman 
 

  



 

 

  

WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

WOODTURNING:      Regular Sessions 

Monday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328, Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

Monday   5 pm – 8 pm Contact John DiStefano: 0481 480 812 

Wednesday  1pm – 4pm    Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

Friday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

SEGMENTED 
TURNING:   Regular Sessions  

Friday      9am to 12 noon   Contact Alan McNaught: 5674 2457 

WOODTURNING:      On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based) 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 

TOY GROUP:              Regular Sessions 

Tuesday   9 am – 4 pm Contact Ron Snooks: 5672 2113 or 0429 722 113 

PYROGRAPHY:         Regular Sessions 

Friday                 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Michael Bladen: 0428 270 850 

SCROLL SAWING:    Regular Sessions 

Wednesday    9 am – 12 noon   Contact Ray Oram: 5662 4181 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029  

BANDSAW 
BOX MAKING:     On-demand Sessions 

Monday      1 pm – 4 pm Contact Marion Kerry: 0409 010 843 or 5672 3553 

JOINERY & SMALL  
FURNITURE MAKING: Regular Sessions    

Thursday   9am - 12 noon   Contact Robert Millard: 0418 565 467 

CARVING:    Regular Sessions        

Friday   9am – 12 noon Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

 

As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants, please 

notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

 

 

SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES:  

The club has expendable items (sandpaper, super glue, etc) for sale at cost price. If you 

are interested in purchasing any of these items see your supervisor. Check the noticeboard 

for details and cost.  

 



MEMBERS’ BIRTHDAYS FOR JUNE: 

 A very happy birthday during the month of June to the following Members –  Chris Barker, Grant              

Crocker, Robert Millard, Anne Ormshaw and Dave Teasdale. 

There are still some birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Syd Gordon know or email 

woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

  

URGENT CALL TO ARMS FROM THE TOY MAKERS: 

The toy group is running the Vietnam Vets day again, (July 8th). They are in need 

of bodies to help with setting up as well as helping out with assembling kits. Please 

consider joining them for this one day - You don’t have to be a member of the 

group! 

Talk to Ron Snooks or any of his ‘servants’ for more details. Please put your name 

on the sign-up sheet on the notice board. 

Your participation will gratefully appreciated…. 

A selection of toys created by the Toy Group 

mailto:woodies.newsletter@gmail.com


KOONDROOK TRIP by Tony Stephens: 

 

Monday 30/4/2018 

Koondrook Barham Trip 30th April to 7th May - Numbers were disappointing, four of us Monday to Friday then 

six for the weekend. But the six of us enjoyed it. Four arrived Monday set up camp and met the new owners. 

Then we went around to jean and Alan Taylor's (Koondrook Members) for cuppa and catch up. 

 

Tuesday 1/5/2018 

Judy and Brian went for a walk then we went over to Kerang for a look around. Came back to camp sat around 

in 24 degrees having lunch and talking - Judy cooked dinner for the four of us, great night. 

 

Wednesday 2/5/2018 

Judy and Brian went for a walk, then we went to Kerang’s Men's Shed for morning tea, we were made very 

welcome. Then to Lake Boga to see the flying boat museum - great museum, you could spend several hours there. 

 

Thursday 3/5/2018 

We went to Echuca - morning tea at bakery then look around warm area. We did one hour warfare tour, well 

worth doing. After lunch we went to Holden museum- also a great spot. 

 

Friday 4/5/2018 

Ray cooked breakfast - bacon and eggs on toast - for Judy Brian Ray and I, very nice. Then Brian and I went to 

Boort to pick up $250 in orders of olive oil. Came back - lunch at Barham bakery, by this time Hartley and Merryl 

had arrived. After lunch we went to Cohuna and spent afternoon with Thelma and Milton - great friends of the 

Wonthaggi Woodcrafters, Brian took us to the club for dinner. 

 

Saturday 5/5/2018 

We all spent the morning at the Murrabit market. Came back to camp for lunch, we sat around in sunshine 

enjoying lunch and talking. We went to Barham Royal Hotel for dinner, Alan, Jean and Cynthia joined us 

increasing numbers to nine. We spent a very enjoyable 3 1/2 hours over dinner. 

 

Sunday 6/5/2018 

Hartley, Ray, Brian and I went over to Koondrook Barham Men’s Shed. Here Hartley and Brian did some turning 

before lunch, Judy and Merryl went to see Oddette and had morning tea with her. (Oddete’s husband - who has 

supplied us with quite a bit of wood - passed away a few weeks ago. He will be sadly missed by all who have 

been going on the Koondrook trips). Judy and Merryl came back to Men’s shed for a very nice lunch. Great trip 

enjoyed by all 

 

Ps. 

New members and members should think about this trip as it is very enjoyable and always new things to see and 

do. Speak to Tony Stephens. The trip is always first week of May. 

 

Tony Stephens 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ah! This is the life. Just 

bring me pizza and beer... 



 

The Retired doctor 

An old physician, Doctor Gordon Geezer, became very bored in 

retirement and decided to re-open a medical clinic. 

He put sign up outside that said: “Dr. Geezer’s clinic. Get your 

treatment for $500 – if not cured, get back $1000.” 

Doctor Digger Young, who was positive that this old geezer 

didn’t know beans about medicine, thought this would be a great 

opportunity to get $1000. So he went to Dr. Geezer’s clinic. 

Dr. Young: Dr. Geezer, I have lost all taste in my mouth. Can 

you please help me? 

Dr. Geezer: Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and out 3 

drops in Dr. Young’s mouth. 

Dr. Young: Aaagh! – This is gasoline! 

Dr. Geezer: Congratulations! You’ve got your taste back. That 

will be $500. 

Dr. Young gets annoyed and goes back after a 

couple of days figuring to recover his money.  

Dr. Young: I have lost my memory, I cannot remember anything. 

Dr. Geezer: Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 

three drops in the patient’s mouth. 

Dr. Young: oh, no you don’t – that is gasoline! 

Dr. Geezer: Congratulations! You’ve got your memory back. 

That will be $500.  

Dr. Young (after having lost $1000) leaves angrily 

and comes back after several more days. 

Dr. Young: My eyesight has become week – I can hardly see 

anything! 

Dr. Geezer: Well, I don’t have any medicine for that, here’s your 

$1000 back (giving him a $10 note). 

Dr. Young: But this is only $10! 

Dr. Geezer: Congratulations! You’ve got your vision back! That 

will be $500 

 

Moral of the story: 

Just because you’re ‘Young’ doesn’t mean that you can outsmart 

an old Geezer. 

Remember: 

Don’t make old people mad. We don’t like being old in the first 

place, so it doesn’t take much to cheese us off. 

  



 

ARBORTECH DEMO BY ALAN HURST AND JOHN DISTEFANO: 

 

Alan started off by giving us an overview of the 

Arbortech carving cutters and how they are best used. 

Safety was top of the list of considerations - 

particularly the Industrial Carving Blade – it is 

essential to use it with the ProGuard Kit which allows 

you to control the depth of cut. 

John Distefano then took over, first donning his 

filtration mask before 

attacking the timber. 

After no more than a 

minute we all took 

several steps back as the resulting dust encroached 

on our personal space (at this point it should be noted 

that many simultaneous comments/expletives were 

heard) – the dust was quite overpowering and 

highlighted the need for significant dust protection. 

For more information about the Arbortech carving 

system see the Arbortech website 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

This thing is ALDI’s equivalent 

of the “SuperJaws”. Alan spoke 

highly of it and I for one will be 

looking out for it. 

https://www.arbortechtools.com/au/


 

HUON PINE: Lagarostrobos franklinni 

The two photos below are courtesy of Hartley Tobin, he thought they might stimulate some interest regarding this 

unique timber that occurs only in Tasmania. My enquiring mind clicked in and I couldn’t resist finding out more 

information. (see below). 

 

The following is an extract from the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 

 

What is Huon pine? 

The Huon pine Lagarostrobos franklinii is a conifer and is 

endemic to Tasmania. It is the only member of the genus 

Lagarostrobos. Related species from the family Podocarpaceae, 

originating from the ancient supercontinent Gondwana, are found 

in Chile, Malaysia and New Zealand.  

 

How long does it live? 

The Huon pine is Australia’s oldest living tree and is one of the 

oldest living organisms on earth. Individuals have been known to 

reach an age of 3,000 years. Fossil records from a tree found in 

the south-west of Tasmania were dated at 3,462 years. (Carder 

A., 1995). Only the bristle-cone pine of North America exceeds 

it in age.  

 

Growth rate and reproduction 

The Huon pine grows at the incredibly slow rate of between 0.3 

– 2 mm per year in diameter. Despite such slow growth the tree 

may attain heights of 40 m and commonly reaches 20 m to 25 m 

in height. The foliage of the Huon pine consists of tiny scales 

closely pressed to the stalk.  

Huon pines produce pollen and seeds from small cones that are 

about 3 mm long. Male and female cones are produced on 

separate trees. A small number of trees produce both male and 

female cones, though this is quite rare. 

Reproduction occurs in ‘mast years’. Every 5 – 7 years a mass seeding occurs. Seeds are dispersed a short 

distance around the tree except where they land in water and are transported downstream. Huon pines also 

 

Huon pine, Lake Vera, Franklin Gordon Wild Rivers 

National Park 



reproduce vegetatively. They do this by layering. Tree branches reaching the ground start to root and establish 

themselves as a new tree, which eventually breaks away from the parent. Branches breaking off trees can also 

take root.  

In this way populations such as a forest stand at Mt Read, which have no female trees, continue to survive. It is 

believed that the Mt Read stand has been regenerating in the absence of female trees for more than 10,000 years, 

although no individual trees are more than 1,500 years old. 

 

Where does it grow? 

Huon pines are found in the west and southwest of Tasmania where they grow among river-bank rainforest and 

also in a few subalpine lake shore forests. They are usually killed by fire and are drought sensitive, so are 

restricted to cool, wet areas.  

Huon pines are often associated with rainforest species such as myrtle (Nothofagus cunninghamii), leatherwood 

(Eucryphia lucida) and sassafras (Atherosperma moschatum).  

Some of the most accessible sites to see Huon pines are: the Tahune Forest Reserve near Geeveston on the 

Picton River; the Arthur-Pieman River State Reserve near Corinna; the Teepookana Forest Reserve; the heritage 

landing on the Gordon River on the west coast; and near Newall Creek on the Mount Jukes Road south of 

Queenstown. 

 

Use of Huon pine 

Huon pine has been prized as a timber since the early 1800s. One of the reasons for establishing a convict 

settlement at Sarah Island in Macquarie Harbour was to harvest Huon pine from the Gordon River. From 1822 

until 1833 convict piners were forced to cut timber and float log rafts from the lower reaches of the river to the 

Sarah Island settlement. There they were pit sawn into frames and planks to build ships for the Government. 

Pining continued as a commercial operation after the convict era. Felled trees continued to be floated down the 

river to Sarah Island where they were picked up and taken to the mill at Strahan. Huon pine is one of the few 

native timbers that floats when green. From 1890 till the present day, the small port of Strahan, on Tasmania’s 

west coast has been the main centre of pining. However, from 1850 until 1880, the Davey River settlement in 

the southwest, supplied the majority of the market.  

The rich creamy yellow wood is soft, durable, smooth, oily and light weight. The wood is very easy to work 

with and takes a high polish. Huon pine is probably the most durable of Australian timbers, and logs which 

apparently have lain on the ground for several hundred years are still being harvested and milled. The durability 

of the wood is due to the presence of the essential oil, methyl eugenol, which gives Huon pine its unique odour. 

The oil also has preservative qualities and deters insect attack. It has been said ‘the only thing slower than a 

Huon pine’s growth is its decay!’ As a consequence it is recognised as an excellent timber for building boats, 

furniture, and for joinery and turning. 

Huon pine is still available as a sawlog for the production of crafts. Sources include areas flooded by Hydro 

Tasmania schemes and previously heavily cut-over areas, particularly the Teepookana State Forest near Strahan. 

The annual sawlog cut of 500 cubic metres per year from these sources is expected to last more than a century. 

Because it thrives in some of the roughest terrain, it has been more difficult to harvest than other Australian 

timbers. This has resulted in Huon pine traditionally being at least triple the price of common hardwoods, and, 

with its scarcity today, that has increased to a factor of six or seven. 

 

How much Huon pine is left? 

Estimates of the area of living Huon pine vary, but are in the order of 10,500 hectares. In addition there are 

about 800 hectares of standing, fire-killed pine. The current area of remaining pine is the remnant of a much 

wider original range that has been reduced by fire, inundation, logging and mining. Today most of the remaining 

stands are well protected within reserves, the majority within the World Heritage Area. 

 

 

 

 



 

ERIC THORPES SIGN WORKS: 

 

Thanks to Eric’s skills with the router two of our sheds have signs. The turning workshop dedicated to George Hill 

and the new shed. Thanks for your hard work Eric  



 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or buy, 

or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18th of the month, to be included 

in the next Newsletter.  

 

45-61 McKenzie St, Wonthaggi 

Ph:   5671 4000 

10b/286-288 Maroondah Hwy, Chirnside Park 

Ph:  9727 0611 

33 -35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

(directly opposite Woolies Supermarket) 

23 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 

Ph:  5672 1677 

THANKS TO WONTHAGGI WOODIES’ SPONSORS 

 

>>>>>> They support us, please support them <<<<<< 

Unit 2, 10-14 Capital Drive, Grovedale 

Ph: 03 5243 0522 
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