
With the year now well under way things are happen-
ing. The second Laguna dust extractor is being installed, 
the drum sander has arrived and all workshops are well 
under way. One section that needs to be looked at is 
the Friday morning woodturning. Use by the segmented 
turners varies, but attendance by ‘other’ turners can be 
increased. 

 

Tony has started reminding us that the Koondrook 
weekend (May) will soon be upon us so members need 

to think about attending this weekend. Even closer is the Easter weekend which 
requires members to man our display at the Cowes Arts Centre and to help out 
with the Toy assembly activity at Churchill Island on Easter Saturday. 

 

Robbo’s Demonstration Day (Saturday) is something that will be of interest to all 
woodturners. If you’ve never been to one of these you do not know what you’ve 
missed. Ask some of your colleagues and see if you can organize a car of two or 
three (or more) to  attend this one. 

 

Finding out what other clubs do can always be interesting. Australian Woodwork-
er # 204 (April 2019, p.26) has an interesting article on the Albury-Wodonga 
Woodcrafters. This is the Club that organizes the Bowna Turn Around. 

 

Over the past month several of our members have had to contend with various 
health issues. We wish them speedy recovery and hope to see them ‘back on 
deck’ in the near future. 

 

We are 30 y.o. Join the celebration BBQ at Bateman’s on Sunday, 31st March. De-
tails are on the Club Noticeboad. 

 

Finally, since the start of this year, we have had a number of new members join 
the Club. We wish them a long and enjoyable association with us. 

 

 

Hartley 
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DIARY… 2019 

General Meeting - Monday, 8th April 

General Meeting - Monday,13th May 

Bunnings BBQ - Sunday, 9th June 

General Meeting - Monday, 10th June 

Bunnings BBQ - Sunday, 10th November 

Bunnings BBQ - Sunday, 22nd December 

 

Wonthaggi Woodcrafters 

P. O.  Box  477 Wonthaggi 

3995 

Jean Meltzer Centre 

239 White Road 
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WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

WOODTURNING:      Regular Sessions 

Monday  9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328, Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

Monday  5 pm – 8 pm Contact John DiStefano: 0481 480 812 

Wednesday  1pm – 4pm    Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

Friday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

SEGMENTED TURNING:  Regular Sessions  

Friday     9am to 12 noon   Contact Alan McNaught: 5674 2457 

WOODTURNING:      On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based) 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 

TOY GROUP:              Regular Sessions 

Tuesday  9 am – 4 pm Contact Ron Snooks: 0429 722 113 

PYROGRAPHY:         Regular Sessions 

Friday                 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Michael Bladen: 0428 270 850 

SCROLL SAWING:    Regular Sessions 

Wednesday    9 am – 12 noon   Contact Ray Oram: 5662 4181 or Lionel Wood: 0490 695 950 

BANDSAW BOX MAKING:    On-demand Sessions 

Monday      1 pm – 4 pm Contact Marion Kerry: 0409 010 843 or 5672 3553 

JOINERY & SMALL FURNITURE MAKING: Regular Sessions    

Thursday  9am - 12 noon   Contact David McNaughton: 0425 786 381 

CARVING:    Regular Sessions        

Friday   9am – 12 noon Contact Harry Smith: 5674 8078 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

 
As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants 

please notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

 MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH 

 

A very happy birthday to the following Members – Ric Fallu, Shane Gilmore, Eric Hornsby, Alan 

Hurst, Kaye Illingworth, Rowena Matcot, Glenda Piddington, Eric Thorpe and Anthony Zwygart. 

There are still some birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Syd 

Gordon know or email woodies.newsletter@gmail.com  

SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES 

 

The club has expendable items (sandpaper, super glue, etc) for sale at cost price. If you are interested 

in purchasing any of these items see your supervisor. Check the noticeboard for details and cost. 

NEW - We also have some EEE Ultrashine for sale. 
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BUNNINGS BBQ REPORT 

BUNNINGS BBQ REPORT 10th MARCH 2019  

What a great day! 

We had another successful result with a profit of $640.25, marginally up from the previous effort of $624 .60 in 

January.  

 

Many thanks to Alan Schacker, Gerald Lynch and my wife, Pip who covered the morning with me; also the 

afternoon crew: Janice Aucote, Marion Kerry, Lex Van Saane and Alan Hurst who rounded off the day and 

packed up so efficiently.  Pip and Alan Schacker were first timers - think about joining in at our next Bunnings 

BBQ! Pip and Alan can confirm how rewarding the experience was – plus you directly contribute to club funds. 

Thanks to Allan Morcom for sourcing the onions, Janice for slicing them and to Connells Bakery for donating the 

bread. 

Trivia for those who love it!  

We used 25Kg sausages (approx. 350 snags!), 20 loaves of bread and 12 Kg onions.  

Look out on the noticeboard at the Club for the next Bunnings BBQ (June, I think) and register your interest! 

 

Greg Carman 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

WONTHAGGI WOODCRAFTERS BBQ AND 30yr ANNIVERSARY 
Sunday March 31

st
 at Rhonda and Neil Bateman’s - 104 White Road Wonthaggi North. Bring your own chair, meat, 

drinks. 

Please make the effort as a lot of work goes into these functions. All members and partners are welcome. 

Thanks 

Tony Stephens 

Ph: 5662 2957 

 

KOONDROOK/BARHAM TRIP 

29th April - 6th may or part thereof. Once we have names (See booking sheet on notice board in the club 

room) we can talk about an itinerary, please talk to Tony Stephens at the club or call him on:- 5662 2957  

PHOTOS FROM BOWNA 

More ‘Silent Auction’ table  

The back of the head in the blue cap 
might be familiar to some members. 

    Jim’s shop again.  

Jim C’s mobile shop.  

Harry drawing out one of the 

lucky raffle tickets  

The woodturning room  

The ‘Silent Auction’ table  



Bowna Continued 

A couple of familiar faces 

Morning Tea with Harry Dennis 

(organiser)  

Harry drawing out one of the lucky 

raffle tickets  

Ken Wraight demonstrating  



FROM THE PENINSULER WOODTURNERS NEWSLETTER 

Safety Corner  
  

B A N D S A W  B L A D E  J A M   
 

An experienced member was cutting a round blank  from a large, well-

seasoned piece of Red Gum.  The plank was 45 mm thick, about 5 times the 

size of the blank, showing highly figured grain and heavily cracked at the 

edges.  The blank was being cut in a location where external cracking was 

minimised.  The blank radius of 87 mm (3.4 inches) was within the 

recommended radius for a 13 mm wide by 0.8 mm thick blade.  The blade was 

producing a kerf of 1.14 mm.  See minimum radius for particular blade widths 

in the graphs at the right.    

 Suddenly, the blade jammed in the plank and the inertia of the top wheel 

threw the blade completely off the tire – with quite a large bang.  The circular 

path of the blade was smooth, not offering an apparent jamming opportunity 

with a localised smaller radius cut.  So, why did the blade suddenly jam..  See 

image of the cut below:  

 

The primary cause was the technique used by the operator.  The left 

hand was positioned on the left corner and the right hand was at the 

edge directly behind where the blade was cutting.  As directed by the 

Group Leader, both hands were rotating and guiding the timber whilst 

the blade was cutting.  As the length of cut increased, the timber 

became weaker.  Thus, under the force applied by the right hand, the 

kerf behind the blade gradually closed until the blade jammed in the 

reduced running space.    

Because the running space was curved, the blade was more easily 

jammed by the leverage of the timber forcing the blade against the 

curvature of the cut.    

 A secondary cause was the dull blade.  This caused the operator to 

use extra force to ensure the blade continued to cut thus closing the 

kerf more.  Thus, the potential to jam was exacerbated.  Another secondary cause was the long length of cut.  

Whilst the operator should be complimented for minimising the length of cut, the longer the cut the more deflection 

of the wood increasing the likelihood of a blade jamming.  It must be said that many woodturners prefer to cut their 

blanks circular to reduce vibration experienced when truing the edge - often because they lack the technique to 

true a rough polygon with a bowl gouge (NEVER USE A ROUGHING GOUGE OR A SKEW).   

  

Below are some of the ways a blank can be prepared from plank stock:  

 

SEGMENT METHOD  

 

This is the SEGMENT method of cutting a turning 

blank to a near circle. This method is good for 

smaller blanks where the blade width is larger than 

the recommended blank radius/diameter (see graph 

above).  Radial cuts to the edge of the blank are cut.  

Usually eight cuts are sufficient.  More radial cuts 

produce a blank that is closer to a circle.  The main 

disadvantage with this method is the time and 

length of cut needed to obtain the blank.  For very 

hard seasoned wood this method will result in 

premature wear of the blade.  However, it is the 

safest way to get a blank that has less deviation 

from the round.    

 

(Continued on page 7) 



 
HEADING 

CORNERS METHOD 

 

 

 

 

This method simply removes the four CORNERS 

of the blank. The cuts are tangents to the 

proposed circle of the finished artefact. This is 

the easiest way to true the blank to the round.  

An additional benefit is the elimination of large 

chips from the downward moving straight grain 

corner when the grain runs from left to right 

across the blank. 

 

 

 

 

 

CIRCULAR METHOD 

 

The CIRCULAR cutting method is the best 

method for large stock that is odd shaped – e.g. 

a half round log. There is a jig in the workshop 

that cuts the stock to a perfect circle.  The stock 

pivots on a pinion that is correctly positioned in 

line with the wheel and located in line with the 

front edge of the blade.  Provided the radius is 

larger than the minimum recommended above, 

producing a round blank using this jig is very 

safe and effective.    

There are also circular blanks of various sizes.  

A nail or screw is placed in the stock at the 

desired center and the blank is placed over the 

nail/screw.  The operator follows the outside of 

the blank around the stock.  Use only when 

there is a flat surface for the log to rest on 

the bandsaw table. 

 

 

The following tips will help you to use the bandsaw safely, effectively and efficiently.  

Slow and steady cuts produce the best results.  Excessive force creates heat, burns the wood, wears the blade 

and clogs the kerf.  Apart from blade wander, this can lead to blade breakage or to blades jumping off the wheels.    

Keep the blade kerf on the guideline and make sure the guideline is kept directly between the blade’s top and 

bottom guides.  Pushing the stock to one side, will bend the blade and the kerf will not be vertical.   

  

Do not cut a smaller radius than the blade size can handle. The blade will bind and can jump off the wheel or 

break.   

Cut sharp curves by making a series of relief cuts up to the cut line. Then make a series of short “segment” cuts 

to remove the waste. Alternatively, cut the corners and true the piece with a bowl gouge on the lathe.  Put small 

relief cuts in the corners where the straight grain is “lifted” by the action of the bowl gouge.  This prevents large 

(spear point) chips from flying of the piece.    

When the bandsaw is running; do not back out of a long (straight or curved) cut.  Stop the bandsaw and allow the 

blade to come to a complete stop.  Use wedges in the kerf of the cut to allow the blade to back-out freely.    

Reduce the stock so that the cut will not be stopped by the stock hitting the bandsaw frame or the cutting fence.  

Use PUSH sticks to keep hands well clear of the moving blade.    

Do not operate the band saw with body, hands or arms positioned across the front of the blade.    

Concentrate on the cut at hand.  Stop the bandsaw and brake the blade if interrupted.  Do not use animated 

gestures around a moving bandsaw.  Wafting your hands may result in loss of digits.    

  

B i l l  M u n t   



 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or 

buy, or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18
th 

of the month, to be in-

cluded in the next Newsletter.  

 

WOODIES CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Combined Grinder  

• X 2 Grades of Emery wheels 

• Polishing wheel 

• Tool sharpener (different de-
grees) 

• De burring wheel 

• Masonary drill sharpening wheel 

PH. OKKE HUITEMA - 56721460 

For more info.  

 

This is a new section for the exclusive use of members - and it’s is free! Actually there are two sections here “For Sale” if you 
have any tools or equipment you want to liquidate, and “wanted” for those of you who are looking for preloved tools or 
equipment that other members may be willing to part with. 

All you need to do to get an advert in is write a short description (including contact details) of the item that you are selling, or 
wish to buy and send it to woodies.newsletter@gmail.com along with any photographs where appropriate. 

Note: Entries must be received by 18th of the month to be included in the next newsletter. Items will appear in two 
consecutive newsletters unless otherwise requested. 

FOR SALE WANTED 
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45-61 McKenzie St, Wonthaggi 

10b/286-288 Maroondah Hwy, Chirnside Park 

Ph:  9727 0611 
33 -35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

23 Inverloch Road, 

Wonthaggi 

THANKS TO WONTHAGGI WOODIES’ SPONSORS 

 

>>>>>> They support us, please support them <<<<<< 

Unit 2, 10-14 Capital Drive, Grovedale 

80-82 Osborne Ave Springvale Victoria 3171

(03) 8549 9999 

U6/3b Newlands Road 
Reservoir, VIC 3073 

Phone: 03 9448 8300 
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