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Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 1st August, 2018 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 
President’s Report 
As most members will be aware the extension is progressing very well. We have a delay at the 
moment as we have to wait for Ausnet to effect the disconnect and reconnect of the main power 
supply. This is scheduled to take place on or around 7/8 August. It may well be that at this time we 
will have no power supply to the workshop for a period of time. We will keep everyone advised. 
It is a great tribute to the builders, who through their willingness to work with us, we have had no 
interruptions to our workshop time. 
 
We are estimating that completion will be sometime early September if everything goes to plan. 
With this in mind we are now asking for ideas from members about the future layout of all areas of 
our workshop as well as the extension. Please let us have sketch plans and your ideas in writing so 
that we can try and meet everyone’s expectations. As with all projects of this type not everyone will 
get what they want but we will take all the ideas into consideration to come up with the most 
acceptable and practical plan. 
 

 
Reg Number  A 0025947P 
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Brian Blethyn has offered to complete the shelving/racking in the container but would like to have a 
couple of people to give him a hand. I will mention this again at our next meeting but if you think 
you can help give Brian a ring on 9439 4851. 
 
Ian Pullen one of our members who does not enjoy the best of health, has kindly donated three 
woodwork books to the club. One of them was printed in 1920 and belonged to his Grandfather and 
is a very interesting read on making joints. Thanks Ian. 
 
And now a safety message. At the last general meeting members were advised that it is now club 
policy that everyone wears eye protection when using any machinery. To some extent this may seem 
like the “nanny state” but for your own safety to protect your valuable eyes it does make sense. From 
another perspective, if you did have an accident and you were not wearing eye protection your 
accident insurance could be null and void.  The club will provide some sets for members use but we 
strongly advise everyone to purchase their own. We will enforce this policy so be prepared. 
 
We are fast approaching the Wattle Festival and Martin Lawley is the coordinator for this event. 
Please contact him with your offers of help on the day. 
 
Hurstbridge Wattle Festival 
Yes, another 12 months has past, so keep Sunday 26th August free as we will be at Hurstbridge.  All 
members going please wear club uniform and name badges.  We will be assembling at the clubrooms 
at 8:00am to take the equipment up to the festival for those who will providing the transport.   The 
festival will be running from 10:00am until 4:00pm.  If you can help in anyway there is a sheet in the 
club rooms calling for volunteers.   If you can attend for an hour or two it would be appreciated. 
Martin Lawley   
 
P.S.  If don’t have a name badge please let Dave M or myself know as soon as possible. 
    
Did you know…. - Steve Mitchener 
Did you know that an advertisement in a local paper was the catalyst for the creation of Eltham and 
District Woodworkers? Dennis Connor in June 1987 placed the ad seeking interested woodworkers 
in the district to convene at his house with the purpose of forming such a group. In August 1987 the 
first meeting was held with 19 people attending, and on that night the structure of the Club was 
decided and the fledgling wood club was formed. 
 
Did you know the very first Club newsletter was created by Dennis and is dated 1/9/1987? Ever since 
then this monthly newsletter has been the communication channel for this Club, and whilst 
undergoing many changes over the years, still carries some of the original features. 
 
Did you know that the first Club Exhibition was held at the Eltham Community Centre on 12th-13th 
November 1988? Then, as now, it is part of the Eltham Festival, and was started at the request of the 
then Eltham Council Arts Manager. 
 
Did you know that the first Exhibition consisted of only three covered tables showing 45 Exhibits? 
And now after more than three decades of Exhibitions, occupies the entire Community Centre for the 
weekend and displays well in excess of three hundred pieces every year.  
 
Did you know that this cannot continue, unless you as a member, support the many and various 
activities and groups that the Club runs and is involved in throughout the year? 
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Garage Prize 3rd & 4th July 2018 – Steve Mitchener 
Shane Watson asked me some time back to ‘lend a hand’ with making this garage. We had put our 
heads together and speculated on what we wanted to incorporate into it, the layout, the size, the 
construction method, and some of the more technical aspects of the project. Then we parted and I 
worked on a few prototype elements of the project at home. 
 
On Tuesday the 3rd we met at the Club to go over what I had done and settle on the final layout. 
While I had been having fun building little wooden models, Shane had done some great work 
generating full size floor plans and dimensional views of the project. The first thing we realised is 
that what I had built, when scaled up to the right size, wouldn’t fit into his planned model. The obvious 
solution was to make the entire garage bigger. No problem, we hadn’t cut any wood yet, so that was 
easy. Done. 
 
Second problem was a corner turntable arrangement. Thick, heavy, not working as envisaged. So, it 
was given the axe and dropped entirely from the current project. 
 
Then there was a car hoist, but the lifting mechanism was intricate and we suspected it would be 
prone to major failure in the short term. But having anticipated this, I had prepared a second 
mechanism, much simpler and much more effective. (The advantage of building models and 
prototypes.) That was a goer, and we kept it subject to some minor modification. 
 
Third was a three level, self-emptying car elevator. Also, a keeper, with some rebuilding required 
now to make it suit the much bigger garage better. No problem, it was only a scale prototype anyway. 
 
Having sorted these issues, we came back on the 4th and cut timber for the base and first floor. Then 
having decided on the final layout, we cut to size internal and support walls, and planned further 
developments. I took the timber home, with our ‘construction notes’, with a view to start ‘pre-
assembly’ so we could press on next week. 
 
As it was time for Box Making to start, Shane headed off and I started with the next group to fill the 
afternoon. 
 
Garage Prize 11th July 2018 – Steve Mitchener 
During the week at home I assembled some of the walls onto the ground floor by putting some screws 
up through the base. Then I completely rebuilt the elevator and modified it to suit the ‘revised’ garage. 
Then marked out and cut doorways into the front and rear walls so we could better visualise what the 
final structure will look like. 
 
I also pulled apart the car hoist and eased the action. Then fabricated sections of the lift/elevator well, 
and some internal walls for bracing and set-out reasons. A quick trip to Bunnings saw me with the 
end wall near the lift and the main support wall near the hoist. I quickly ran rebates in these to support 
the first floor, and then fabricated the pieces I needed for the car wash. 
 
At the Club today, I showed Shane our progress, and we marked out the first floor where the ramps 
would go. Shane cut angled supports for the first floor ramp, and we marked out the turn radius for 
the two corners. Knowing this, I can cut the floor to suit, build the ramp, trim the wall near the hoist 
and incorporate the operating mechanism through the wall to the hoist itself. 
 
We discussed the car wash, and I can now finish that mechanism. Shane has some clever ideas on 
how to make it look and operate like a real one. We can sort that out next week too. (I’m a bucket 
and sponge car-washer, so I don’t know how a real car wash goes.) 
 
So next week we can build the small top ramp, the long bottom ramp, and layout and cut the second 
floor. The second floor structure is already built, and so is the third floor piece and the elevator 
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housing and operating system. So, then all that is left to do is decide where and how big we want the 
windows so I can cut those in. Some glue, and four inch nails and the job will be done. All we need 
do then is paint the bugger and we can do something else to fill in our time….. 
 
(I was kidding about the four inch nails. Threes will do.) 
 
Garage Prize 18th July 2018 – Steve Mitchener 
Having made and fitted the two ramps, and the curved corner walls, finished and fitted the operating 
mechanism for the car wash, and built-in the car hoist, we were going well with this build. 
 
Today my discussions with Shane centred on minor details of the car wash and its finishing. Then we 
decided to relocate the hoist further forward in its bay, which requires some minor alterations to the 
existing walls. Not a major problem. Undo five screws, disassemble the mechanism, make a single 
cut, and put it all back together in the new alignment. Simples! 
 
Then we stacked the garage up in its final configuration (all the levels are now made and the structure 
is self supporting to a degree) and we discussed location and type of windows and kiddy access points 
throughout the structure. When I get it all back home, I just have to mark them out and cut them all 
to the various requirements. (An easy job at last!) 
 
We then decided on the colour scheme, working to the principle that ‘simple is best’. And because of 
the detailed construction involved in this project, the fewer colours involved the better.  
 
Then we discussed and both built a mental image of what the petrol bowser island would look like. 
Configuration of the pumps, the structure itself, the roof and supports, and most importantly the 
signage we wanted to make. I will not divulge details of those particular discussions here, as sign-
makers (me) are an artistic and temperamental lot. 
 
A few lines on a piece of ply, and we confirmed we were both on the same page with this separate, 
but integral part, of the garage construction. All I have to do now is make it. 
 
Then we went off on a tangent and speculated on what ‘improvements’ we could make on the next 
one. Similar features, but a whole new lay-out. Hold your horses!~! We haven’t finished this one yet! 
 
Around the workshop – August 2018 - Charles Camera 
In always striving to ensure safety in our workshop and at our homes the committee has stepped up 
commitment to electrical safety.   A number of items will be retired and 
replaced and a campaign to bring the club’s electrical equipment up to 
an acceptable standard of Test and Tag has been put in place.  Test and 
tag is a process to check the safety of portable electrical appliances.  A 
competent tester, being someone who has completed a course and has 
been accredited makes a visual inspection for obvious damage and then 
using a Portable Appliance Tester checks the integrity of the item.   Test 
tags are attached to cords and indicate test date, retest date, the person 
having completed the test and their accreditation code. 
 
Graham Skinner who has accreditation has volunteered to lead the program.  Graham has ordered the 
relevant Australian Standard (a very voluminous document) and will determine the best way for 
implementation. Tags have been ordered and a test meter will be borrowed for the initial work.  This 
program is for club owned equipment and members are encouraged to seek advice within the club 
regarding how to ensure safety in their own workshop.    
 
Pen turning anyone? Several of our members make very beautiful turned pens, some of which are 
often gifted by the club to visitors and speakers. One such member, Peter Davies, has donated to the 

Example of a test tag   
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club a pen mandrel suitable for the mini lathes. Together with an existing set for the bigger lathes this 
will enable teaching the skills by our resident experts including 
Graham Skinner and Tony Orbe.   One of the joys of pen turning 
is that the wood required is unlikely to break the bank whilst the 
value of the finished piece is considerable.   Pens can also be 
turned from acrylic and other such materials.   Pens make great 
gifts and the making is a pleasant activity.   Anyone interested 
please contact Graham or Tony.   
 
NOTE A limited number of acrylic blanks are available for 
purchase from the club and anyone interested please see Dave 
Mitchell or John Winkett. 
 
Keith Hawkins has kindly volunteered to join the team sourcing consumables to maintain equipment 
and facilities in the workshop.  Sourcing most workshop items is fairly straight forward but some 
others are somewhat demanding as there are often issues with suitability and compatibility as well as 
tracking down sources of supply.  For example, we have been using seemingly very good bandsaw 
blades from a USA source, JIS, for our large saw.  Barry Lay has been buying them for the club using 
his own account and credit card.  I have recently tried to place a duplicate order to the last and as the 
buyer, the delivery address and the credit card details have changed I asked for a new account.  More 
so I warned that there is now a requirement for the payment of GST on all orders imported regardless 
of value and that this might be arranged through the carrier who arrange customs clearance as part of 
the service.  Easy right ??   No that was a month ago – first the customer service at JIS sent an email 
to Barry L. asking whether he knew the person sending a “strange email telling them something about 
the Australian government”.  After a lengthy explanation in very simple English I was asked to fill in 
a new account form. Many more exchanges of emails I was told that that was no longer a valid way 
to set up an account but that I could order directly from their maker Spectrum.  Spectrum did quote 
very promptly (and blades are cheap in the USA) BUT they want more than $500 up front for freight 
to cover costs even though they agree that the freight will be less than $100 and that they would credit 
the difference BUT that there were no guarantees as the goods needed to be made and packaged 
before they could set the cost. After some therapy I will return to the task and we may get some new 
blades before we run out.     
 
And Finally  
 
- John Winkettt has purchased a new Gerni vacuum system for the mitre saw and some safety glasses 
for those, hopefully rare instances, where members forget their own.  The new vac features an 
automatic switch so that runs whenever the saw is operated.  
 
-The old marquees are still going begging – Surely someone must have a use for them if so jump in 
and grab them before they are ditched. 
 
-EDWC has a Face Book page that is gathering more and more friends.  If you have not already 
visited our page please do so and “LIKE” it.  
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=eltham%20%26%20district%20woodworkers    We 
will be advertising our exhibition via FB.  And the event will be proposed to users within a wide 
area of Eltham.    
 
-Is everyone making at least one piece for our exhibition?   There are less than 110 days left and if 
you still need some inspiration we have more than 30 years of Fine Wood Working magazines on the 
computer at the club for anyone to browse and or copy off projects. 
 
 
 

Example pens by Peter Davies 
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Carving Group - Steve Mitchener - 29/6/2018 
As there were five Fridays in this month, it was decided to make this day a “Spoon Carving Day” and 
see if we could generate some interest in carving amongst some of the other Club members. 
 
The usual crew turned up, Sandra, Alwyn, Neil, David (the Nomad) Green, John Mentha, John Leahy 
and myself, of course. And the response was good because we were joined by Batoul, Jane, Maurice, 
and Rod. Carving blanks were supplied, and several spoon carving options were outlined. 
 
Sandra led the group in marking out, band sawing the shapes, and starting to carve the various items. 
John Leahy and The Nomad worked on spoons they had already started. John Mentha was content to 
work on his three legged stool in the other room, and I desperately tried to stay out of it all and work 
on my fat rabbit and my small swan. But due to the number of participants, I was forced to “lend a 
hand” on several occasions. (Like when a couple of them [who shall remain nameless] marked out 
their handles upside down. I just couldn’t let that go uncorrected, even though the results would have 
been amusing in the later stages.) 
 
They all managed to start shaping the bowls and made a real good go of defining the spoon shapes 
overall. But Rod and Maurice got right into it and streaked ahead and nearly finished their spoons in 
the one day. Tremendous effort from the newer members. 
 
Dave Mitchell was passing and dropped in to see how it was all going. He was quite surprised to see 
so many at Carving. 
 
All the participants seemed to enjoy the day, the talk, the banter and the stirring, as well as the carving. 
All said they would come back and finish the items at a later date when they had the time. Overall, it 
was a great result. 
 
Box Making Group –Steve Mitchener - 4/7/2018 
Being here for Box Making wasn’t a problem today, as I have already been here for a couple of hours 
working with Shane on the garage for the raffle prize. 
 
Steve Hood was first in with his ‘larger-than-life’ tool transporter box. He set about cutting and 
making smaller boxes to fit inside to carry specific tools, like small hand planes, long turning tools 
and the like. No wonder the ‘transporter box’ was so big. 
 
Then Sandra joined us and worked on her Silky Oak box, and then cut and machined some more 
Silky Oak to make some more of the same. 
 
Batoul worked on her table with the wavy legs. [It’s a feature of the design, not a cutting mistake.] It 
has a small top incorporating a drawer, and a shelf set lower down on the legs. It’s such a contrast to 
the blocky box-like Red Gum piece Batoul is also making in another session. Hard to imagine the 
two pieces in the same house. 
 
When I wasn’t needed for help or advice, I sat quietly and finished carving my fat rabbit. He’s not so 
fat now, and looks less like a bear. All I have to do is sand him smooth and slap some wax on the 
little fella, and then find something else to do. Not that that’s a problem…….. 
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Carving Group - Steve Mitchener -6/7/2018 
I was late getting to Carving today as I had some personal errands to tend to. (Life does gets in the 
way of woodwork, even for me.) I arrived just before lunch to find a busy little group at the club.  
 
Sandra was starting another fat bird. That will give her a set of three fatties. 
 
Batoul was working on fitting a beak to her fat bird. I was very pleased with the finish of the body 
that Batoul achieved on her fat bird. It was literally ‘as smooth as a baby’s bum.’ Seriously. That’s 
how I described it to her when I touched the highly finished wood, and I said I would mention this 
very fact in the report. And them’s the facts!  And while we are on fat birds, David “Nomad” Green 
now has his fatso bird looking more like a skittle.  John Mentha was working on his stool tops. They 
are looking very good. 
 
John Leahy was finishing off his long handled spoon, and incorporated a nice kink in the handle to 
stop it looking like an “Aldi special” as he put it.  Neil was working on his spoon as well. And Maurice 
must have finished his, because he was carving a small wren in Huon Pine and was experiencing 
difficulty with the short grain. Welcome to the World of Carving, Maurice. 
 
I settled down and worked on my Celtic piece in Huon Pine. I’m thinking about finishing half it, and 
leaving the rest unstarted to show the difference. (It’s a strange pattern that replicates itself at both 
ends, so this could work.) 
 
Then I noticed that Batoul was still having problems with her birds’ beak. So, I told her a different 
way to resolve it, and while she was deciding, I just did it for her. Took all of five minutes and fits 
like a brought one! Even the birds’ happy now.  
 
(I shudder to think what’s going to happen when they want to put legs on these things……) 
 
Scrollsaw Group – Steve Mitchener – 7/7/2018 
Since showers were forecast I headed off early so I could get inside the club before I got wet. Had a 
good run and got there and inside well before 9:00 and set myself up in the new section due to the 
lack of space caused by the turmoil of the extensions. 
 
I finished cutting a trivet and started cutting some gears.  Beryl also finished a trivet, which had been 
started some time back.  
 
Maike cut a deer head outline and a backing piece to fit onto a backer. The plan then is to shape it a 
little, do some pyrography on it to finish it off. I worked with Maike to show her how to make a little 
tripod stand to display her artwork.  
 
Graham is cutting another name of a person. Then went and machined some timber ready for demos 
at the Wattle Festival.  John Mentha was trimming up his stool tops on the table saw. 
 
As we were a small group, it was good to have Tony Romley, Chris Kelly, Graeme Deany and Bruce 
Jackson drop in and visit through the day. 
 
Carving Group - Steve Mitchener - 20/7/2018 
It’s winter, so it’s cold. The Clubrooms are cold and drafty due to the ongoing extensions, but works 
are progressing steadily. To offset this cold and gloom woodworkers meet to work and socialise, so 
it is with the Carving Group. 
 
Sandra worked on her Dove in Flight relief, and then switched to shaping a fat bird. (It’s part of a 
threesome, but I am over these fat birds.). Maike has joined the group and started a small wren in 
some unknown timber, and for her first efforts was rewarded with what actually looked like a small 
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wren. For a novice carver Maike is already adding additional features to her works. This one has 
wings outlined on the body.  Maurice was also working on his wren, which he started in the last 
session. It is also based on Sandra’s model bird, and neither of them have wings showing. 
 
Rod, our other new carver, started and worked on a small platypus copying another of Sandra’s 
models. (It’s the best way to go as a novice, have something to copy so you get the proportions and 
shape right.) Rod also ended the day with a shape that looked like it was supposed to.  
 
Alwyn worked on his carving man, and Neil showed his versatility and worked on his spoon and then 
worked on a Cello back.  John Mentha worked at rounding the edges for the seats for his two unusual 
stools he is making. And John Leahy started carving a leopard’s head to decorate a walking stick, and 
it’s based on a picture on the back of a magazine. 
 
I am working on a large Gnome in Huon Pine. It will stand about 170mm tall, depending on how 
much wood is left when I am finished.  And David “Nomad” Green was conspicuous by his absence. 
 
Box Making Group - Steve Mitchener – 21/7/2018 
Apologies were received from Jennifer Langford and John Brownrigg for today’s group. Both had 
other commitments. But I settled in to work on my Gnome, and managed to get about five minutes 
work in before the group started to show, and that was the end of that. 
 
Mark was in for a spell working on the bottom set of legs for his little table.  Charles was a quick 
visitor, who hooked up the new vacuum cleaner on the drop saw, machined some Redgum, and made 
a bolt for the door. (Not literally, I mean he left after a short period. Busy man.) 
 
Steve Hood was here working on his tool box. Towards the end of our day I explained how to make 
a sled to cut notches for splines to go across the corners. He’ll do that at home and add a classy touch 
to a nice tool carrier. 
 
Bruce Jackson was working on his lathe stand. (I think Bruce was today’s ring-in, as a ‘stand’ is not 
really a box.)  Aurora joined us and machined some timber to make “a tomato mashing machine” 
storage box. (That’s Aurora’s definition, not something I have made up. I like to present the facts 
accurately in these reports.) 
 
Sandra worked on a very large finger joined box for a while, then switched to smaller Silky Oak 
boxes. (Easier to handle I imagine.) 
 
Tony Romley machined up some unidentified timber for a small box he wants to make about 250mm 
by 150mm. The main concern here was leaving the sides thick enough to accept barrel hinges, and 
keeping the top and bottom thin enough so as not to make the box look too bulky. 
 
And we enjoyed a visit from Raman back from his overseas trip with some great photos and stories. 
I actually thought it was “cool” to have two morning teas and a chat. The group folded early and I 
had to go home to have lunch. Not my usual “modus operandi”.  
 
EWC Market Place 

• Taymar	handy	blow	lamp	with	gas	canister																	$10.00	
• Gifkins	dovetail	jig	with	all	instructions	box	making	etc.			Good	condition				$100.00		
• GMC	1/3	sheet	sander	good	condition								$5.00	

  
Alwyn  94552187 
 
  


