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Presidents Message 

I am back from my ‘break’ and once again express 

my thanks to our Vice President, Neil Bateman, for 

standing in for me during my absence. At this year’s 

AGM John Davies was replaced by Tony Stephens. 

I thank John for his contribution, especially in 

organizing the Assett Register, no mean task, and 

welcome Tony, who for some years, has organized 

the Club’s social activities, and intends to continue in that role.   At the 

AGM I made mention of the developments while I was away. There 

always seems to be something happening around the Club and currently 

Neil Lenne and John DiStefano are working on the installation of the first 

of the new dust extraction units for the woodturning work area. 

At this time of the year, a ‘drop-off’ in attendances is very noticeable. 

Workshop supervisors are still in attendance so support the Club by 

attending your chosen activity(ies)  as often as possible. The weather 

may be ‘bad’, but our work areas are very comfortable and the ‘meeting 

room’ even more so.  We have been talking about challenging projects 

for woodturners. There is our library full of ideas plus your supervisors 

are willing to suggest something different for you to try. 

With the Down Under Turn Around only a few weeks off, I like to remind 

members that there are other such events for carvers, scrollsawers, 

pyrographers, etc. The attendees at these events range from beginners 

to the best in Australia. The best part is that knowledge and expertise is 

feely shared and by attending, you’ll find your own ability will have 

improved.  

Problems have arisen with the use of the bandsaws. Kinked and broken 

blades and adjustments altered. I suggest that if you intend using a 

bandsaw that you check with a supervisor and let them know if you don’t 

think the machine is adjusted correctly. Also check if the machine you 

are using is appropriate for your project. 

We have an offer of help with furniture making, etc. from a professional 

joiner/cabinetmaker, Kevin Holden. More details from Lex or turn up on 

Saturday 1st September at 0900 at the Club.  

Planning ahead. We have Cup Weekend and (hopefully) a Christmas 

shop. Both are big ‘sales’ events where we need as many members’ 

items as possible. If you haven’t already started making items for sale, 

start now. Also, the criteria for the WWC awards has changed. There 

should be a category to suit every member. Check the details as they 

appear in our newsletter and show off your skill. 

Hartley. 
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DIARY… 2018 

August 30th  Bunnings toy night 

September 3rd  Committee Meeting  

September 7th–9th  Cowes Turn around 

September 10th   General meeting 

September 17th–21st Lakes Entrance trip 
                            (see notice board) 

October 1st Committee meeting 

October 7th Bunnings BBQ 

October 8th General Meeting  

November 3rd – 6th  Melbourne cup sales Philip Island 

November 5th Committee Meeting  

November 12th General Meeting  

November 25th Bunnings BBQ 

November 29th Christmas break-up at 

Inlet Hotel 

December 23rd Bunnings BBQ 
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 A very happy birthday during the month of August to the following Members –  Norm 

Court, David McNaughton, Michael Bladen and Andrew Orr 

There are still some birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Syd 

Gordon know or email woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

WOODTURNING:      Regular Sessions 

Monday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328, Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

Monday   5 pm – 8 pm Contact John DiStefano: 0481 480 812 

Wednesday  1pm – 4pm    Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

Friday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

SEGMENTED TURNING:  Regular Sessions  

Friday      9am to 12 noon   Contact Alan McNaught: 5674 2457 

WOODTURNING:      On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based)  1 pm – 4 pm Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 

TOY GROUP:              Regular Sessions 

Tuesday   9 am – 4 pm Contact Ron Snooks: 0429 722 113 

PYROGRAPHY:         Regular Sessions 

Friday                 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Michael Bladen: 0428 270 850 

SCROLL SAWING:    Regular Sessions 

Wednesday    9 am – 12 noon   Contact Ray Oram: 5662 4181 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029  

BANDSAW BOX MAKING:     On-demand Sessions 

Monday      1 pm – 4 pm Contact Marion Kerry: 0409 010 843 or 5672 3553 

JOINERY & SMALL FURNITURE MAKING: Regular Sessions    

Thursday   9am - 12 noon   Contact Robert Millard: 0418 565 467 

CARVING:    Regular Sessions        

Friday   9am – 12 noon Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

 

As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants 

please notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST 

 

The club has expendable items (sandpaper, super glue, etc) for sale at cost price. If you are interested in 

purchasing any of these items see your supervisor. Check the noticeboard for details and cost.  

SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES 

Christmas Break-Up – Inlet Hotel 29th November:  

See the notice board for details as they are posted and get your name down quickly! The more the merrier. Also, 

Tony Stephens is requesting donations for the Christmas hamper. If you have anything to give talk to Tony. 

Lakes Entrance Trip 17th – 21st September:  

See the notice board for details and get your name down quickly! The more the merrier. See Tony Stephens for 

more details. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thanks to Lex for finding this instructional video it is well worth a look – I found it very enlightening and 

entertaining. The last part where he is using the bandsaw is astonishing, I have never seen anything like it. Click 

the link below and enjoy. 

Bandsaw Clinic with Alex Snodgrass 

 

BANDSAW TRAINING VIDEO 

 

mailto:woodies.newsletter@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/search?source=hp&ei=2oJWW_3KOYTe8wWAo4nADQ&q=bandsaw+clinic+with+alex+snodgrass&oq=%27Bandsaw+clinic+with+Alex+Snodgrass%22&gs_l=psy-ab.1.0.0i22i30k1.1617.1617.0.3611.1.1.0.0.0.0.37.37.1.1.0....0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.1.34....0.fq53wgASowY
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From top left:  

1. Lionel Wood - Spectacular intarsia project incorporating scrollsaw and carving. Timbers – Vic Ash, Celery Top Pine, Myrtle, Jarrah, 

Redgum, Apple, Blackwood and Baltic Pine (stained green). Finished with Wipe-on-Poly. 

2. John Davies - Bowl turned from laminated timbers (unknown species). The glue is black hence the lines between the laminations. 

Finished with Glow. 

3. Neil Lenne - Two lovely small bowls - left is Apricot, right is Emu Apple. Both finished with Glow.  

4. John Di Stefano - Natural edge bowl turned from Sheoak. Finished with clear laquer. 

5. Ron Snooks – A selection of the new style of toys from the toy group. Constructed from flat boards rather then solid blocks of timber. 

6. John Di Stefano – Large bowl from Vic Ash. The different colours are from a different part of the timber. Finished with clear laquer. 

SHOW AND TELL 
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There has been some disscusion lately regarding sharpening turning tools and how to use the CBN wheels. These 

wheels are not your ordinaray abrasives and they cannot be used in the same way as traditional abrasive wheels. One 

of the CBN wheels needed to be replaced (at a cost of $250) as it was damaged by someone grinding mild steel.  

The following is an article in ‘The Woodworkers Journal’ By Ernie Conover. It is well worth a read - pay particular 
attention to the difference between CBN and tradition wheels. 
 
 

Cubic Boron Nitride Grinding Wheels 
 

 
 
Cubic boron nitride grinding wheels (CBN for short) will take your ability to sharpen tools to the next level. In my lifetime, 
I have witnessed some ground-breaking advances in sharpening of turning tools. In my boyhood, any turners 
sharpened their tools on oilstones, not owning a grinder at all. It was slow and fussy. Fortunately, my father’s shop had 
several grinders, but we did all of our grinding of turning tools freehand. As I have often stated, freehand sharpening 
is turning turned inside out: turning’s evil twin, so to speak. Compounding matters, we only had carbon steel tools, 
which required constant quenching in water, or they overheated and lost their temper. (So did my father.) A beginner 
often left enough facets in the bevel to make a diamond merchant envious. A huge advance in turning tools was the 
introduction of high-speed steel in the late 1960s. The turner no longer had to worry about overheating the tool during 
grinding. This eliminated the problem of the turner having to pick up the grind where he left off to quench. 
 

 
Jerry Glaser’s first sharpening jig for turners was built from 
wood and metal parts. It pivoted in a block taped to the floor 
in front of the grinder. If you moved the grinder, you had to 
move the block — which was also easy to trip on. 

 
In 1982, Jerry Glaser introduced the first turning tool sharpening jig, which separated turning from its evil twin. It 
positioned the turning tool perfectly against the grinding wheel so that the turner only had to sweep the edge smoothly 
against the wheel. There was a minimal learning curve and now anyone could sharpen a tool. Tim Clay based his 
Wolverine and Vari-Grind™ jigs on Glaser’s design. With all this development, the only weak point in the system these 
days is the grinding wheels themselves. Grinding wheels are akin to pottery with sharp grinding particles mixed in. A 
new grinding wheel is not round and has to be trued once mounted on the grinder. I’ve addressed this previously in 
my video on bench grinders (below). CBN Wheels: The Next Step Now we have the final step in the evolution of 
sharpening turning tools. It is cubic boron nitride grinding wheels — CBN for short. A CBN wheel differs greatly from a 
standard grinding wheel: it is a machined disk of metal, either steel or aluminium, that is coated with cubic boron nitride 
crystals. The resulting wheel is perfectly round because it was turned from metal, unbreakable (it cannot explode) and 

TURNING TOOL SHARPENING AND CBN WHEELS 
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very well-balanced. Many are dynamically balanced; you will see drill holes on the side that bring the wheel into 
balance. The result is that the wheel runs absolutely true with no vibration whatsoever. 
 

 
This CBN wheel is from Wood Turners Wonders out of Georgia, one of 
the sources of these new options for grinding wheels. 

 
 

 
Grinding on a CBN wheel is very sedate. On scrapers, the burr is 
uniform. They grind at lower temperatures and don’t create a lot of 
sparks.  

 
Boron nitride is a compound of boron and nitrogen with a chemical formula of BN. When its crystalline structure is 
cubic, its abrasive cutting qualities are analogues to diamonds. The only harder abrasive particle is diamonds, but CBN 
will hold its integrity at higher temperatures than diamonds. The really juicy plum in the CBN pudding is thermal 
conductivity. The most common material used in grinding wheels for tool sharpening is aluminium oxide, which is not 
a good thermal conductor. Because of this, 90% of the heat from grinding with aluminium oxide ends up in the 
workpiece. CBN is a good conductor of heat, so only 40% of the heat goes into the tool being ground. The rest goes 
into the wheel, which, being metal, is a good conductor of heat. Thermal properties are so good that there is very little 
sparking when grinding with CBM and the tool is usually cool enough to touch. Because of this superior thermal 
conductivity, CBN will dry grind tool steel where diamond wheels will be ruined if used dry. 
 
 
Pros and Cons 
 

 
CBN wheels are too wide for most standard guards; the 
author was able to remount his guards by placing a few 
washers between the halves. 
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There are some drawbacks to CBN wheels, the first being expense. The typical 6″ or 8″ wheel costs between $150 
and $250. The other drawback is that they will only grind hardened tool steel: mild steel will ruin them. They really work 
best on high-speed steel but will do fine on carbon tool steel that is Rockwell C scale 55 or above. I feel the expense 
for even one wheel is justified by the fact that most people will never need to replace it and a good aluminium oxide 
wheel costs between $50 and $75 and wears out. A solid compromise is to keep a 46-grit aluminium oxide wheel on 
the left side of your grinder and mount an 80-grit CBN wheel on the right. Do your mild steel and rough tool grinding 
on the aluminium oxide and final tool grinding on the CBN. Because there is no danger of the wheel exploding, you 
can mount CBN wheels at a higher level, giving better visual acuity. If you are also running an aluminium oxide wheel 
I would not do this, however. 
 

 
CBN grinding wheels are made from a metal disk that has the 
cubic boron nitride applied to its rim. 

 
Using CBN wheels is quite a different experience. There is no vibration, there is no shower of sparks and there is not 
even really loud noise. Only light pressure against the wheel is required. It is all very sedate, and the finished grind is 
performance art. On scrapers the burr is uniform, working as well as, or better than, one raised on an aluminium oxide 
wheel. I even grind carving tools on the 80-grit CBN without burning them. The final problem with CBN wheels is that 
most will not fit inside the grinder’s guards. Most turners are simply removing all guarding on the side that has the CBN 
wheel. This may be OK because there is no danger of it exploding. Being cautious, I was able to use the guards on 
my 8″ Baldor by putting some washers between the two halves. This leaves a small opening but is still safer than no 
guards at all. It also allows me to use the rests that came with the grinder in addition to the Wolverine and Vari-Grind 
supports. 

If you use a CBN wheel, you’ll appreciate the amazing quantum leap forward that it is. 
 

 
Click the link below to go to the original article. You will find some videos on sharpening tools 

http://www.woodworkersjournal.com/HEREcubic-boronnitride-grinding-wheels/ 
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 ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or buy, 

or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18th of the month, to be included 

in the next Newsletter.  

 

45-61 McKenzie St, Wonthaggi 

Ph:   5671 4000 

10b/286-288 Maroondah Hwy, Chirnside Park 

Ph:  9727 0611 

33 -35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

(directly opposite Woolies Supermarket) 

23 Inverloch Road, Wonthaggi 

Ph:  5672 1677 

THANKS TO WONTHAGGI WOODIES’ SPONSORS 

 

>>>>>> They support us, please support them <<<<<< 

Unit 2, 10-14 Capital Drive, Grovedale 

Ph: 03 5243 0522 
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