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									Office	Bearers	

John Winkett 
     President 

9439 1793 John Brownrigg 
Vice President 

 0409 145516 

Charles Camera 
     Secretary 

9434 2269 
 

Dave Mitchell 
    Treasurer 

9436 4916 

Committee	Members	

Keith Hawkins                       9432 6751 Tony Orbe 0407 050723  
 

Steve Mitchener 0409 003487 Bruce Jackson 9717 4802 

Lorraine Kruger 9436 1742   
All correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary, P.O. Box 701, Eltham, 3095 or email 
     secretary@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

Newsletter	Editor	
Beryl Watling 9439 6860 editor@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 
The deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is the Tuesday the week before our meeting.  Please email the 
item in Word or text format. 
 
Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 2nd August, 2017 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
	
President’s	Report	
I have just come back from two glorious weeks in Broome and it’s a bit hard coming to grips with 
the weather here!!  
 
While I was away we had another very successful sausage sizzle at Mill Park Bunnings. 
Congratulations to Lorraine and all members who volunteered to make this one the best ever with 
just over $1250 raised. 
 
PLEASE can we have a volunteer to take over from Lorraine! 
 
Nillumbik Council has begun preparatory work on site for the extension with geo/phys borings 
being taken. This is to determine the ground structure in preparation for footings and or stumps for 
the extension. 
 
We are approaching our busy season with the Wattle Festival just a month away. Let’s have as 
many members as possible to support our activities at this great day out. We will be demonstrating 
and will have raffle tickets on sale. Transport will be required for our machines and the raffle 
prizes. 
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As soon as we have more details about the Whittlesea Show we will let you know. 
 
The donated flooring boards that we have are now stored under the workshop so feel free to access 
them if you need any. 
 
John Winkett 
President 
	
The	Travelling	Teapot	–	John	Brownrigg	-	Saturday	22nd	July.	
The Travelling Teapot is a mobile discussion group organised by Nillumbik Council, using some of 
the more obscure sites which are Council owned, to try to nudge people out of their usual 
surroundings and to stimulate varied input on how people can become involved in the community, 
and how Council might maximise that involvement. 
 
The sessions are hosted by Evvie and David, and they use a number of custom made teapots and 
crockery to serve many types of tea, to make the participants feel at home. 
 
There was a range of attendees, writers, artists, our ward Councillor (Grant) Neighbourhood House 
staff etc. Suggestions were varied, and have been recorded (video interview) and listed (drawn) on a 
table cloth which will be hung in the Shire to prompt people to consider involvement. 
 
I had expected to just let people into our club rooms, but it transpired that I was a participant. The 
experience was most enjoyable and offered up some very good ideas which will find their way into 
our region. 
 
Around	the	Workshop	–	Charlie	Camera	
This month we welcome two new members – Paul Rushton and Maurice Holland.  Both are keen to 
get into workshop activities and look forward to some advice and help in getting started.  Paul is 
skilled in the art of engraving and Maurice can drive a really big bus long distances. Hopefully both 
skills will be an added resource within the club.    
 
A new bandsaw blade has been purchased to assist with some members wanting to do bandsawn 
boxes. This is a ¼ inch skip toothed version that should enable deep cuts at tight angles.  The blade 
may be kept in reserve for these tasks rather than for general use and if anyone wishes to have it 
mounted please seek help from designated blade changers. John Mentha is very keen to hone his 
skills and if anyone is interested please see him for details. 
 
I have purchased several lock mortise bits on the Chinese eBay site 
“alliexpress” for my workshop. The quality seems very good and the 
price is a small fraction of local commercial offerings.  I have had a 
very jaundiced view of the usefulness of these bits because they are 
truly taxing on time to setup. That is, I had, as there are now jigs 
available to ease the task enormously.  The price of these jigs are 
around $68 which is more than most bits themselves cost and consist 
of a small piece of aluminium and a magnet ----  yes it is patented 
that is why they can do it. A small piece of aluminium and 
a magnet – yes of course I have made my own and it works perfectly at a 
cost of about 6.8 cents for the magnet.  Making mitre corners with this 
technique is remarkably quick and simple once set up is mastered and the 
results are in my opinion far superior to all the other ways. If anyone is 
interested talk to me. I would be happy to source a number of sizes and 
make appropriate jigs for club use if there is enough interest. 
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The new short form safety manuals have been printed and as soon as the current membership list is 
finalised they will be distributed to all members.  Please take the time to review the club’s safety 
policy, conduct requirements and required safe method of equipment operation. Thanks to Lorraine 
Kruger, Keith Hawkins and Tony Orbe for help with collating and binding.  
 
Lastly the club facilities are a great asset for all of us but we all have an obligation to pitch in and 
help keep the place running safely and smoothly. There is a requirement for the key holder to 
ensure that the dust bags are not left filled at the end of a session generating dust – that does not 
mean that the key holder must do the work those attending should assist. Similarly, we need people 
to pitch in and help with the plywood skeletons that are being increasingly left on the porch for long 
periods.  If you use this resource you should also help the currently small number of members who 
work to source and break it up. 
	
Beginners	Sessions	New	Format	
The next Beginners Sessions will consist of ongoing sessions with no specific end date.  The initial 
group will be about 4. 
 
Participants can decide on their own project and take as long as necessary to complete their project. 
With the current format if someone goes on holidays or has other commitments they need to catch 
up with the rest of the group which makes it a bit difficult. This will not be a problem with the new 
format. 
 
It may be possible for members to stay in the group for a second project but this will be decided 
later once we see how it goes. 
 
I am expecting other experienced club members to come along and help me with the beginners. 
They won't be doing any of their own projects just providing support and guidance to beginners. 
The group will be run on a Monday commencing at 9:30am till about lunch time. The start date has 
not yet been set. It will be called Mentoring Monday. 
 
Can members wishing to join the group please email me on dave1980@netspace.net.au and can you 
let me know what you have made already or your woodworking experience, if any. 
 
If you have any ideas on a project you would like to complete in the beginners’ sessions please let 
me know. 
 
Dave Mitchell 
	
Scrollsaw	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-	1/7/2017	
I woke up to a very brisk morning, looked outside and there was a layer of thick frost everywhere. 
The grass was totally white, and the ice was thick on the car windscreen. It brought back memories 
of when I was a lad and used to break ice in the puddles on the way to school. Don’t remember 
many really cold mornings like this in the last couple of decades. Might actually be something to 
this climate change debate. 
 
But this isn’t a weather report! Beryl, Roz and Joe had already communicated their apologies for 
today. (Did they know it was going to be so cold? And decided they should stay home in bed? 
Smart people.) 
 
But being the dedicated scroller that I am, I headed off to the Club in the freezing cold to put the 
heaters on for the benefit of the others in the group. (That’s my official story anyway!) Once this 
duty was done, I started cutting the tile panels for the roof of the doll’s house. This proved tricky 
due to the length of some of the pieces. But experience and determination won out in the end. Once 
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that was done, I cut out some numerals for a commission job that had come my way. Some easy 
work at last! 
 
Graham came and dragged the big heater in from the kitchen. He definitely doesn’t like the cold, 
and anything lower than 15 degrees is cold to him. So today was really Arctic weather as far as he 
was concerned. Invigorated by the heat, he finished cutting his big turtle puzzle and then moved 
onto another dog sign. 
 
Jennifer finished cutting her animal coasters and moved onto a set of Radiata Pine interlocking 
wombat pot stands. 
 
Maike cut out the profile of a feisty lion for future pyrographic attention to fill in the detail. 
 
Bruce Jackson was here cleaning up a little. Was soon joined by his friend John, who visited the 
Club to find out about scrollsaws and the many uses they can be put to. And he didn’t leave 
disappointed, let me tell you…. 
 
Box	Making	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-	5/7/2017	
John couldn’t be here today for this Group, so I am filling in for him. (Another golden opportunity 
to rattle off yet another report! If I keep this up, one day I’ll get to be good at this!). (One day he’ll 
even produce the newsletter – ED) 
 
Bernie is an apology for medical reasons, and I didn’t hear from any of the other “regulars.” 
 
Mark was here working on the raffle prize. Doing the glue up for the table top, and shaping a long 
cheese platter he is making. 
 
Geoff came up to support the group with his expertise, but due to the lack of numbers he had time 
to do his own work. Geoff trimmed to size the centres and tops for some small desk top hold-alls 
for the Exhibition. (Small boxes with divided centres.) 
 
Jennifer was assembling pieces for her box. I was on-hand to machine up the pieces as required, and 
Jennifer then assembled the neat fitting insert drawer for her drop-in lidded box. We also discussed 
plans for her next box project, and started preparing some of the pieces for that. 
 
Tony Orbe was here assembling the safety manuals for the Club. A very slow, tedious and 
repetitious process. Between socialising with Tony (so he didn’t get bored), and assisting Jennifer 
as required, I got some carving done. Ahhh, the advantage of being multi-talented! 
	
Carving	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-		7/7/2017.	
John was an apology for this session, but we were joined by Batoul for the first time. Batoul is a 
new Club member, and has an earnest desire to participate in the rewarding and tactile experience 
of creating something in wood with her own two hands. And we are just the group to assist that 
endeavour and give her 100% support. 
 
Amidst much talking and joking, Sandra found a piece of King Billy Pine and quickly drew the 
outline of a simple Goose for Batoul to carve. Settling down beside me, with some quick 
instruction, Batoul started shaping the wood like an experienced wood carver in no-time. 
 
Sandra worked on a French Bulldog in a piece of reclaimed Huon Pine. 
 
David (I’m here this time) Green worked on his spoon. 
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Alwyn worked on his Echidna. It has a much more defined shape now, and Alwyn was setting out 
its little legs and feet. 
 
I worked on my Wood Spirit for a while, but spent most of the day working on a Swan with swept 
back wings. 
 
The winner today for the “biggest mess made” was Batoul. No question of it. When we packed up 
for the day, her stick actually looked like a Goose. There were chips of wood on the table and also 
scattered all over the floor. The output from Sandra, Alwyn and I combined wasn’t a patch on 
Batoul’s prodigious and enthusiastic output. (David could count the chips he produced before he 
left, so I just left him out of the comparison.) 
 
Like a kid in a lolly shop, this lady enjoyed her first carving experience, and can’t wait to get back 
for more. And like all the Carving days, ALL the participants enjoyed the social interaction and the 
day, and actually got some work done….. 
	
Box	Making	–	John	Brownrigg	-	3rd	Monday	evening.	
Yep! It was dark, cold and wet, so Steve and I were concerned that we might be lonely at the club. 
A small turn out helps us show those who come down the methods required to complete their 
current project, and a very small turnout was what we got.  
 
Strangely enough, I expected more people, but you work with what you can. I learned some new 
things from Steve, so I was happy. Besides, we have a great time even when we’re making stuff. 
OK, “when I’m not making stuff” is more accurate because Steve doesn’t seem to do anything other 
than make things. 
 
We look forward to more box makers getting involved. 
 
Carving	Group	-	By	Steve	Mitchener	-		21/7/2017	
The third Friday is the second Carving group for the month, and it’s amazing how fast it comes 
about. I arrived at 9:00 and was soon inside and set-up and ready to get to work. 
 
As usual it was a small group, with a few absentees. Being mainly Batoul, John and Alwyn. But 
Batoul said in the last session that she was heading off for a holiday soon. (People and their 
holidays! I just don’t have time for that sort of nonsense.) 
 
Sandra spent some time sanding her small dark horse. (It’s a couple of feet long, so it’s not really 
that small. But it is considerably smaller than a rocking horse….. or a real horse.) Then Sandra was 
looking for an article in the magazine library, and found several things of interest. And even found 
an article on Cello making to share with Neil. 
 
Neil was working on the base for his large Chinese container. Explained he was also re-doing the 
top because it hadn’t worked out like he had envisaged. 
 
David “I’m-here-again-this-week” Green worked on his spoon. We were suggesting he make a 
display rack for it. Since it’s a “one-off” item, it wouldn’t have to be too big, and shouldn’t take too 
long to make. (Six months or so, the way Dave works!) 
 
I worked on my small Swan for a while. Then switched to my miniature Wood Spirit and cut in 
some more hair for him. With all the group inter-action, that was enough to fill in my day…. 
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Pyrography	Group	–	Peter	Davies	-	23/7/2017	
PYROGRAPHERS PLEASE NOTE – the group will NOT be meeting in August as most members 
will be at the club’s Wattle Festival display. 
 

Cold, but bright and sunny as we all 
arrived, but boy was that to change 
when we left – pouring rain – but 
then we were all bright and sunny 
inside as is normal! For S & T, 
Steve had some very clever scrolled 
witty letter puzzle signs enhanced 
with pyrography; Graham also had 
letter signs scrolled and ready for 
his pyrography pen; Maike showed 
us a completed and framed detailed 
beach scene; I had some small 

clocks in the shape stylised people ready for a 
pyrographed outline. 
 
The day’s work, as usual, was quite varied. Steve 
made some signs for the exhibition for the raffle 
prizes; Beryl began a Christmas present with 
lettering and an acknowledgement to Ford cars; 
Maike started a large project – a portrait of a child 
which will require a lot of painstaking detail; Graham completed his letter sign and started on 
flower motifs on a tissue box he had made; I worked on my clocks. Between us there was around a 
dozen more items ready for November! 
 
Next meeting 24th September. 
 
Upcoming	Events:	

• 27th August – Wattle Festival, Hurstbridge 
• 8th – 10th September – Working with Wood Show – Caulfield Racecourse 
• 10th December – Club Christmas Lunch and 30th Anniversary – St Margaret’s Church 

Eltham 
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EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar       
Box Making 1st Wednesday 1.00 pm John Brownrigg 

3rd Monday 7.00 pm John Brownrigg 
Carving Group 
 

1st & 3rd Friday 9.00 am Sandra Dean 

Open / Cabinet 
Workshop 

Tuesday 9.30 am Key Holder 
2nd & 4th Saturday 9.30 am Mark Thompson 
Thursday 9.30 am Key Holder 

Mentoring Monday Monday 9.30 am Dave Mitchell 
Pyrography Group 
 

4th Sunday 9.30 am Peter Davies 

Scroll Saw Group 
 

1st Saturday 9.00 am Steve Mitchener 

Woodturning 
 

1st & 3rd Tuesday 7.30 pm Graeme Deany 

Committee Meeting 
 

3rd Wednesday 7.30 pm Committee 

Exhibition Committee 
 

4th Wednesday 1.00 pm Geoff Oliver  

General Meeting 
 

1st Wednesday 8.00 pm In CFA Hall 

Beginners’ Group 
 

Sunday except 4th 
Sunday 

9.30 am Dave Mitchell 

General 
 

Wednesday 9.00 am 
– 12noon 

Wes Weight 

 
These dates do not take into account public holidays. Please check. 
Note 1.  All members are encouraged to make full use of the clubrooms.  However, the nominated 
activity groups have the dedicated use of the premises during their time slots.  Please consult these 
groups beforehand if there is a special reason to use the workshop during these allotted sessions. 
Note 2.  Daytime cabinet and open workshops generally commence at 10am but if no one arrives by 
11am the member rostered can close-up.  If you cannot arrive by 11am contact the rostered member 
to make other arrangements. 
Note 3.  Long weekend key holders have the option to cancel.  Members must confirm prior to 
attendance. 
 
Club Key Holders 
The following people are key holders and can be contacted to gain access to the workshop at 
reasonable times outside the regular opening times.  It is a commitment for all key holders to ensure 
club rules and regulations are maintained, including signing in and out in the attendance book, 
cleaning up, checking dust extractor bags, etc. For safety reasons a minimum of two people MUST 
be on site when using workshop equipment. 
J. Winkett,   B. Jackson,   D. Mitchell,   B. Vaughan,  
S. Mitchener,   J. Brownrigg,   L. Kruger,   C. Camera,  
B. Lay,   B. McDonald,   G. Oliver,   S. Dean,  
G. Deany,   M. Thompson,  K. Hawkins  D. Green, 
A. Wainwright. 
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