
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  

to all club members for your participation and 
support during 2018. All members of the com-
mittee have taken on various responsibilities 
and this is why the club has run smoothly. 
Members other than committee have also tak-
en on extra responsibilities to keep the club 
running smoothly. I mention especially, Alan 

Morcombe for organizing the Bunnings BBQs, Ron Snooks, 
Ray Oram, Robert Millard, David McNaughton and Harry 
Smith who have been responsible for coordinating some of the 
activity groups. 

  

In 2019, when we return to our various activity groups, some 
changes and some new equipment will be apparent. Familiar-
ize yourself with the changes. 

 

One more thing to look forward to in 2019; resulting from a 
suggestion at a recent committee meeting, general meetings 
will conclude with a demonstration, a guest speaker or some 
other form of entertainment. Our October meeting was the first 
of these and our February meeting will conclude with John 
DiStefano demonstrating how he makes his three-cornered 
bowls. Alan Hurst is coordinating this activity so if you have 
any suggestions or can be of assistance, speak to Alan. Also 
remember that there is a free sausage sizzle prior to each 
general meeting. 

 

  

   

 

 

Hartley. 

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE YOUR COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT:  

  Hartley Tobin  - (03) 5997 6328 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  

   Neil Bateman - (03) 5672 3229 

SECRETARY:  

   Lex Van Saane - (03) 5674 6634 

TREASURER: 

   John DiStefano - 0481 480 812 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

   Neil Lenne  - (03) 5678 5736 

  Grant Crocker - 0418 121 592 

  Syd Gordon  - 0434 614 573 

  Tony Stephens - (03) 5662 2957 

  Lionel Wood - 0487 298 299 

  Alan Hurst  - 0427 393 234 

Club Email - wonthaggiwoodcrafters@gmail.com 

Website      - www.wonthaggiwoodcrafters.com.au 

Facebook   - www.facebook.com/wonthaggiwoodcraftersinc 

Secretary   - woodiessec@gmail.com 

Newsletter - woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

DIARY… 2018 

December 23rd Bunnings BBQ 
January 28th Workshops recommence 
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WOODIES WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

WOODTURNING:      Regular Sessions 

Monday  9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328, Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

Monday  5 pm – 8 pm Contact John DiStefano: 0481 480 812 

Wednesday  1pm – 4pm    Contact Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

Friday   9 am – 12 noon Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 Neil Bateman: 5672 3229 or Neil Lenne: 5678 5736 

SEGMENTED TURNING:  Regular Sessions  

Friday     9am to 12 noon   Contact Alan McNaught: 5674 2457 

WOODTURNING:      On-demand Sessions 

Friday (project based) 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Hartley Tobin: 5997 6328 

TOY GROUP:              Regular Sessions 

Tuesday  9 am – 4 pm Contact Ron Snooks: 0429 722 113 

PYROGRAPHY:         Regular Sessions 

Friday                 1 pm – 4 pm Contact Michael Bladen: 0428 270 850 

SCROLL SAWING:    Regular Sessions 

Wednesday    9 am – 12 noon   Contact Ray Oram: 5662 4181 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029  

BANDSAW BOX MAKING:    On-demand Sessions 

Monday      1 pm – 4 pm Contact Marion Kerry: 0409 010 843 or 5672 3553 

JOINERY & SMALL FURNITURE MAKING: Regular Sessions    

Thursday  9am - 12 noon   Contact David McNaughton: 0425 786 381 

CARVING:    Regular Sessions        

Friday   9am – 12 noon Contact Harry Smith: 5674 8078 or Lionel Wood: 5672 2029 

 
As a courtesy to workshop supervisors and other participants 

please notify them in advance if you are unable to attend your regular session. 

 MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER 

A very happy birthday during the month of December to the following Members – Gavin Avery, 

Steven Dennett, Don Kennedy, Marion Kerry, Jim Kilpatrick and Harry Smith. 

There are still some birthdays not on our records. If we’ve missed you, please let Syd 

Gordon know or email woodies.newsletter@gmail.com  

SAVINGS ON EXPENDABLES 

The club has expendable items (sandpaper, super glue, etc) for sale at cost price. If you are interested 

in purchasing any of these items see your supervisor. Check the noticeboard for details and cost.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

December 23
rd

 - Bunnings BBQ. 
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MEMBER PROFILE 

I was born and grew up in Paris, at a time when it was still 
nice and relatively safe. 

We lived in a small apartment in a building where all the neighbours 
were very friendly. 

As we were the first to get a television, the neighbours would bring 
their chairs and watch with us when there was something important (like the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth). 

I am the youngest of 3 children (2 girls and a boy in the middle). 

My father’s family comes from the Loire Valley, and my mother’s from Burgundy.  

My father worked for Renault and my mother stayed home. We spent our holidays visiting my parents families, or in 
Brittany, on the seaside. 

Unfortunately, I have now lost both my parents, as well as my siblings. 

I started my working life as a secretary. After a few years, I decided to go to England to improve my English, to advance my 
career. I ended up staying in London for a couple of years, working in hospitality, where I shared house with a group of 
Australians. With them I travelled around the U.K. and Europe, until I decided to visit Australia for a few months. 

On my arrival in Sydney, I was offered a job working as a secretary at the French Consulate, and ended up staying in Aus-
tralia for 2 and a half years. During that time, I also travelled around, working on the Gold Coast, then Darwin and finally 
in the rain forest, inland from Tully. 

On my return to France, after backpacking through Asia, I worked again as a secretary, but I hated life in Paris, so I went to 
help a friend of mine who had a restaurant in Munich. After about a year another friend and I opened a French wine cellar 
and wine bar there. I also got married in Munich with a French Chef, but I missed Australia so much that I convinced him 
to migrate to Australia. 

Because of friends I still had from London, we ended up in Yea, where we acquired an old run down Chinese general store 
dating from the gold rush day, which was due for demolition. We restored it (It is now classified by the National Trust) and 
started a French restaurant there which we sold after 6 years. 

My last job was working as a volunteer for the Australian Jazz Museum, as an office administrator. 

I moved to Wonthaggi in May 2017. A friend of mine had a house in Inverloch, where I would sometimes spend time dur-
ing the summer holidays. I always wanted to live near the sea, so I decided on Wonthaggi, as I found Inverloch too busy in 
summer, and too quiet the rest of the time. 

I love the proximity to the sea, the beautiful countryside but especially the people who are so friendly. I made more 
friends in over a year here than I made in 15 years in Melbourne. 

I love cooking, gardening, craft (quilting, sewing…), playing ukulele, singing, keeping fit (walking, swimming…) and just 
being with friends. 

I always wanting to learn to work with timber and use the tools. While living in Yea, I joined the woodwork class in the 
local high school where I made a hall stand coat rack. I tried to join several Men shed when I moved to Boronia, but none 
of them wanted ladies in their midst. 

I joined Wonthaggi Woodies after I saw it advertised (can’t remember where). I wanted to do furniture making, but after 
talking to Lex, it was decided that starting with wood turning would be the best move. I have really enjoyed learning it 
with John on Monday nights. I have also just started pyrography with Michael which I found quite relaxing. 

I am not sure what improvements might be needed, as I have found that the club is very well run, and offers so much 
more than I expected.  Also the people coaching are especially skilled, knowledgeable and patient. 

 

Michelle Walter 

Michelle 
Walter 



ANNOUNCEMENTS ETC: 

Woodworking matters 
 It's more than a pastime or hobby - being a woodworker means that you know 

the satisfaction and pride that comes from using your hands and mind to build 

beautiful, functional objects, and that you're as interested in the process as the 

outcome. Amid the speed and chaos of the modern world, woodworking gives us 

a place where we can slow down, pay attention, and take the time to do things 

right. 

 
~Aimé Ontario Fraser, Your First Workshop: A Practical Guide to What You Really Need, 2005 ~ 

Congratulations to Michael and Doreen Barnes 

on reaching  60 years of wedded bliss. 

A note about club Equipment  

It is no secret that the club has a vast array of equipment and tools. We also have a considerable amount 

of storage systems in ALL of the workshops. These systems range from drawers and cupboards to 

shadow boards and hooks for hanging things. The principle behind these systems is quite simple: 

 

“There is a place for everything and everything should be in it’s place” 

 

It has been brought to our attention that all-too-often equipment and tools are not being put back in their 

place or put back in the wrong place, or indeed just left lying on a bench. This makes it very difficult for 

others to find stuff! 

 

Please! Please! be diligent and make sure the tools that you use are 

returned to their designated home. 

 



CLUB AWARDS 

Congratulations to our club winners and commiserations to those that missed out. 

Don’t be discouraged though, next year will soon be upon us and the powers that be 

will be looking for more entries. All members should consider entering their work.  

Presidents Award 

Scroll Sawed Jewellery Box - Michael Barnes 

Harry Oats Award 

Riendeer cut from solid timber - Janice Aucot 

Okke Huitema Award 

Segmented Turning - Kaye Illingworth 



 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or 

buy, or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18
th 

of the month, to be in-

cluded in the next Newsletter.  

 

WOODIES CLASSIFIEDS 

 

 

This is a new section for the exclusive use of members - and it’s is free! Actually there are two sections here. “For Sale” if you 

have any tools or equipment you want to liquidate, and “wanted” for those of you who are looking for preloved tools or 

equipment that other members may be willing to part with. 

All you need to do to get an advert in is write a short description (including contact details) of the item that you are selling, or 

wish to buy and send it to woodies.newsletter@gmail.com along with any photographs where appropriate. 

Note: Entries must be received by 18th of the month to be included in the next newsletter. 

FOR SALE WANTED 

 

ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW NEWSLETTER SEGMENTS? 

AND if you have any funny stories, articles, Tips & Tricks, items to sell or 

buy, or interesting websites, send them to -    woodies.newsletter@gmail.com 

Articles must be received no later than the 18
th 

of the month, to be in-
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WOODIES CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Okke Huitema still has some equipment for sale. The prices indicated are 

negotiable. If you are interested in any of this equipment please negotiate 

directly with Okke on - 03 5672 1460 

This is a new section for the exclusive use of members - and it’s is free! Actually there are two sections here “For Sale” if you 

have any tools or equipment you want to liquidate, and “wanted” for those of you who are looking for preloved tools or 

equipment that other members might be willing to part with. All you need to do is write a short description (including 

contact details) of the item that you are selling, or wish to buy, and send it to woodies.newsletter@gmail.com along with any 

photographs where appropriate. 

Note: Entries must be received by 18th of the month to be included in the next newsletter. Items will appear in two 

consecutive newsletters unless otherwise requested. 

FOR SALE WANTED 

Durden Lathe Thicknesser Bandsaw 

Dust Extractor 

Selection of Router Bits 

Workbench 
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45-61 McKenzie St, Wonthaggi 

10b/286-288 Maroondah Hwy, Chirnside Park 

Ph:  9727 0611 
33 -35 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 

23 Inverloch Road, 

Wonthaggi 

THANKS TO WONTHAGGI WOODIES’ SPONSORS 

 

>>>>>> They support us, please support them <<<<<< 

Unit 2, 10-14 Capital Drive, Grovedale 

80-82 Osborne Ave Springvale Victoria 3171

(03) 8549 9999 

U6/3b Newlands Road 
Reservoir, VIC 3073 

Phone: 03 9448 8300 
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