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									Office	Bearers	

John Winkett 
     President 

9439 1793 John Brownrigg 
Vice President 

 0409 145516 

Charles Camera 
     Secretary 

9434 2269 
 

Dave Mitchell 
    Treasurer 

9436 4916 

Committee	Members	

Keith Hawkins                       9432 6751 Tony Orbe 0407 050723  
 

Steve Mitchener 0409 003487 Bruce Jackson 9717 4802 

Lorraine Kruger 9436 1742   
All correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary, P.O. Box 701, Eltham, 3095 or email 
     secretary@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

Newsletter	Editor	
Beryl Watling 9439 6860 editor@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

The deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is the Tuesday the week before our meeting.  Please email the item 
in Word or text format. 
 
Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 1st November, 2017 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 
Raffle	Tickets	–	Peter	Davey 	
The sold and unsold tickets plus money collected need to be returned at the November meeting or in 
the interim they can be posted to: 
  
The Secretary 
Eltham & District Woodworkers 
PO Box 701, Eltham 3095  
  
2017	Annual	Exhibition	–	Geoff	Oliver	
This year’s exhibition is fast approaching and will be back at the revamped Nillumbik community 
centre with the following schedule: 
 
Exhibit Entries 
All entries to be submitted by the November general meeting (1st November) 
 
Set-up Thursday 9th November 
Delivery of exhibits between 7.00am and 10.30am followed by the set-up which will again be done 
by Isobelle Clement. We will need members to stay around to assist with the set-up. 

 
Reg Number  A 0025947P 
 



           Page 2    
        

 
Official Opening 7.00pm Friday 10th November 
All members and partners urged to attend 
Members with surname starting with A-K to bring a plate of sweets, and those starting L-Z savouries 
 
Exhibition Sat 11th and Sunday 12th November (9.00am – 5.00pm) 
8.ooam Saturday set up demonstration area. Exhibition opens to public at 9.00am 
 
Assistance of members required throughout the weekend to help with Wes’s workshop, sales table, 
selling raffle tickets etc. 
 
 Xmas	Function	- all those planning to come along to the Xmas function and 30th Anniversary 
celebration, if you have not yet confirmed your places, please let me know how many tickets you 
need for the 10th of December. Come along and enjoy the company of your fellow members. Let 
any objections you might have fall away and support your club. You might even have fun! 
 
Box	Making	- we are working out which dates are best suited to take in a weekend and will advise 
shortly. If you are interested in box making for either the weekday or the weekend session, just drop 
me a mail to confirm. If I don't hear from you, I can't allow for your preferences. 
Regards, 
John Brownrigg 
phone: 0409 145 516    email: jbrownrigg@bigpond.com 
                                                                                                                                                             
Club	Member	Teamwork	

 
 

Some time ago, Llew Williams a long-term club member 
turned up a wooden vase out of Mulberry. He did not actually 
finish the vase and as he lives in Liscombe House at Leith Park 
Retirement Village these days the opportunity to finish it off is 
not there. Llew would dearly love to have a lathe in his room, 
but apparently this is not allowed. 
 
However, enter Graeme Deany at stage left who contacted the 
star of the show, Graham Skinner. Graham spent quite a bit of 
time on the Mulberry masterpiece, and it is now finished to 
Llew’s satisfaction. The smile on his face when presented with 
it was something to behold. The rumour has it that he takes it 
to bed with him each night.  
 
Congratulations to Graeme and Graham for taking the trouble 
to finish the job and looking after a fellow member in this way. 

Around	the	workshop	–	Charles	Camera	-		October	
 

This month we again welcome another two new 
members –   Tony Romley and Talal Makdesi.  Tony 
is interested in box making (how many box makers do 
we now have?) and reckons he knows how to get some 
good recycled timber.  Talal is starting out again after 
being forced to leave behind a very busy cabinet and 
window making business in Syria.  Talal’s main 
preoccupation right now is leaning to speak English 
better but is already busy working some magic 
alongside Barry Lay.  At the recent AGM of the 
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Council of Woodworking Clubs (https://www.councilwoodworkclubs.org/) there was much talk of the 
number of clubs that were closing because of declining membership and it was remarked that EDWC 
was a standout exception as one of the few with growing membership.  We are now just short of 110 
members! 
 
The Monday beginners group is in full flight with chief mentor Dave Mitchell along with Steve 
Mitchener, Martin Lawley and yours truly helping some, as it turns out rather talented, newer 
members get up to speed on safety and machine competency.  The beginners group will have some 
more new members starting in the next few weeks as the current batch get more self sufficient. 
	
Think	of	Your	Mates!	
I recently had a need to use the Makita belt sander belonging to the club. It was not hooked up to the 
vacuum so I made sure that it was, and set to start the vacuum when the tool was started. Now this 
was not of much use because when I started to sand dust went everywhere, including all over my 
Sunday best clothing. 
 
The suction on the vac was good so I reasoned that there was a blockage somewhere. So, the power 
was disconnected and a total of four screws undone. Lo and behold a wad of newspaper and sand 
paper were jammed in place to stop the airflow. I hooked this out and replaced the four screws, started 
the sander, and dust free bliss was the result. 
 
A previous user had obviously sanded paper on a glue joint, and this was what had jammed up the 
works.  Would this blocking up have been obvious? London to a brick it would have been. Now it 
took me, slow and old that I am, all of five minutes to make it work properly. So, previous user, what 
were you thinking when you left the tool in this condition? There are many other examples of similar 
actions [or inactions] when we look around, and we need to think of the next user. 
 
If it is not in your capacity to make an item right there are plenty of willing helpers I am sure. 
 
Barry Lay [Not Happy Jan] 
	
Mentoring	Monday	Report	–	Dave	Mitchel	
The new beginners’ sessions have been going for 3 weeks and is going very well. 
 
Jennifer is making a hot box (my terminology) which is an insulated box to keep food warm before 
serving, Stevo is giving her a helping hand. 
 
Steve H is making a tool box for his woodturning tools. 
Andrew Borg is making a candle holder. 
Charles is helping these guys. 
 
Batoul is making a lazy person, can't call it a lazy susan these days. 
Dave R is making a bedside cabinet with drawer. 
Martin is helping these guys. 
 
David B and Mario are making a step stool, you know who is helping these guys. 
 
We are about to bring another 2 beginners on board as Andrew and Steve H are needing less support 
from Charles now. 
 
These sessions are settling down well and working as I anticipated but this could not happen without 
Stevo, Martin and Charles, many thanks guys. 
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Carving	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-		29/9/2017.	
Making use of the fifth Friday this month, the group decided to convene for another day of Carving. 
 
Sandra worked mainly on her amputee lady figure in Cypress Pine. But at the same time directed the 
efforts of another carver in regards to a Melalueca branch which was converted into a small offset 
hammer. (The usefulness of this item was the topic of some serious debate during the morning.) 
 
The carver helping Sandra out by supply copious labour to affect this conversion from branch to 
hammer, was Alwyn. He had brought his carving tools along, but had left the new project he was 
carving at home. (ooops!) Alwyn stripped the bark, cut where directed, and cleaned up said hammer 
to Sandra’s satisfaction. Then proceeded to machine up some timber for Sandra to carve a sign into 
for another Club Member. 
 
Neil was replacing parts of his giant ginger jar, which weren’t working out according to his original 
plan. This seemed a more prudent course of action than restarting the entire project. 
 
I plodded along quietly(?) finishing the detailing of the hair and beard of my small Wood Spirit. 
 
And we will be back next Friday (the first one in October), to do some more carving. Except Alwyn. 
He can’t get a “permission slip” to come along, because Management says “he comes too often as it 
is.” Enough said! 
 
Box	Making	–	Steve	Mitchener	-		4/10/2017.	
Technology is a wonderful thing; however, it is not without its faults and drawbacks. Apparently JB 
sent out an email yesterday cancelling today’s box making, however I had finished checking my 
emails TWO HOURS before it was sent, so missed it altogether. (Funny that!) ED My fault Steve. 
 
Being early as usual, and oblivious to the cancellation, I was working on a BIG wood spirit to fill in 
the time. Sandra joined me (doesn’t do email at all) and prepared some timber for a farm stool which 
will have a carved top to suit the human form. 
 
I had my portable small router table with me, and routered some wide slots in drawer sides for a small 
four drawer chest Sandra planned to make. It’s in Myrtle and will stand about 270mm high, 240mm 
wide and be 140mm deep with an over-lapping top piece. 
 
Bernie was here putting the finishing touches to his lidded Tassie Oak box. Also started to make 
another hinged top box in Cherry, which is 30 years old. It will be about 110mm wide and 230mm 
long, depending on how construction goes. Today Bernie machined the timber and cut it to the various 
lengths after due discussion. Then he had quite a workout trying to do the 45 degree mitres on my 
shooting board.  
 
We decided to short-cut the process by cutting the mitres on the drop saw close to the line, and then 
finish by hand. But the wood was so hard the cuts angled away from the top due to blade flex. More 
work-outs ahead Bernie! 
 
So even though we weren’t supposed to be here, we still got heaps done… 
 
Carving	Group	-	Steve	Mitchener	–6/10/2017	
Seems like we were only here yesterday, but it was actually a week ago. As mentioned then, we have 
one apology for today’s effort, Alwyn. (And I have no more to say on the matter!) 
 
Sandra was working on her amputee lady in Cypress Pine. And started doing the rough layout for the 
sign she has to do. 
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And Batoul is back from her European adventures, and worked on her Goose in King Billy Pine. 
 
David ‘here again this week’ Green also worked on his Goose in King Billy Pine. David is working 
on the finishing touches to his animal, and with the finer sanding the grain is coming out remarkably 
well. (We explained to Batoul that the grain in hers will stand out like in David’s once she starts to 
do the finishing and sanding. Was a bit concerned she had copped a dodgy bit of King Billy!) 
 
Neil was shaping his large ginger jar by hand. It has 16 facets around the jar to give it the shape. And 
with the size of the thing, it will be very impressive when finished. 
 
The revelation of the week!! 
Neil told us he was advised that this was actually a Chinese Funerary Urn to accommodate large 
families. (Sorry Neil. Just couldn’t keep that to myself!)  But seriously, Neil would still like to 
consider it a Giant Ginger Jar. (That way it will fit in with his current collection.) 
 
Since I had my gear here again, I ran some more slots with a finer bit for drawer bottoms and a rebate 
on the back of the carcass for Sandra’s Myrtle four drawer chest. You remember the one, 270mm 
high, 240mm wide and 140mm deep with an over-lapping top piece. 
 
And I didn’t carve a thing all day. I just sanded a finished piece to look busy between helping (or 
hindering) everyone else. 
 
Scrollsaw	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	–	7/10/2017	
I had received four apologies before I even got here today. Beryl, Maike, Roz and Ron all unable to 
make it for various reasons. And Joe seems to have forgotten when and where we meet. But to make 
up for this, we had a couple of visitors who put a different spin on the day. 
 
I was in and set up early, and managed to make a few cuts, knowing it was going to get busy later on. 
 
Graham was here working on the same dog sign he was starting last time. It’s a fair size, and he’s in 
no hurry. 
 
And Jennifer brought in all the pieces for her Scrollsaw table that we had made last month. We spent 
a good bit of time drilling and assembling the legs to finish it off. Then Jennifer quickly settled down 
to her new machine and started to scroll a guitar. (Settle down Mark! They’re only 110mm long!) 
 
In the interim I had Andrea with us getting some tips and guidance on routering a sign into a piece of 
Red gum. Andrea carefully plotted the lettering and laid it out, we will organise another time to do 
the actual routering. 
 
And Tony Orbe joined us to learn the art of scrollsawing. A quick tutorial on the basics, an 
explanation on the methodology of cutting, and away he went. Only broke one blade as he worked 
his way through his first set of training patterns. (But in fairness, it was in the machine and had seen 
some use. And the damn things do break easily. Just ask any scroller.) And you can’t call yourself a 
‘scroller’ until you have broken at least one blade.  
 
With all this happening at once, minus morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea, and chat time, the day was 
over before I got anything else cut. Ah well, I’ll catch up tomorrow (Sunday) at home. 
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Sign	Making	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	–	11/10/17	

Just kidding! There is no “Sign Making Group”. 
 
Andrea and I came up here today (Wednesday morning) to rout the sign that she had laboriously laid 
out on Saturday at the Scrollsaw Group. I knew that no-one else would be here to be disturbed by the 
scream of the router. 
 
Using a laminate trimmer with a small bit, Andrea was quickly cutting the letters close to the line. 
Managed to get more than half the lettering done in the time available to us. (There are always other 
commitments!) 
 
Will schedule another day, and cut the rest out. Then a quick clean up of the edges, and Andrea will 
be able to paint in the letters and seal the sign. Job done! And it is shaping up really well for a ‘first 
effort’. (And I am claiming that is due to “expert tuition and guidance”.) 
  
While Andrea did the real work, I sat there with my hearing protection on and did some small carving 
pieces I have for ‘fill-ins’. So, we both achieved something. 
 
Sign	Making	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-	15/10/2017	
Following the first session on the 11th, Andrea was keen to get this job finished. So, we arranged to 
come up today (Sunday) for a final run at it. Again, I donned ear protection and did some little 
carvings to occupy my time, while Andrea fired up the router and got stuck into the Redgum. 
 
It didn’t seem to take long at all to finish the last few letters. And with her new-found router skills, 
Andrea cleaned up the earlier letters and was satisfied with the results. And for a first sign making 
effort, I was also impressed with the finished product. Well done Andrea. Great effort. 
  
All that’s needed now is a splash of paint in the bottom of the letters, a couple of coats of sealer of 
some description, and a means to hang it fixed to the back. Then Andrea can proudly hang her very 
own ‘hand-made’ sign. (And I can honestly say that I didn’t do any of it! From design, to lay-out, 
free hand routering and the final finishing, it is all Andrea’s own work.) 
 
And now that this particular project is finished, as far as sign making goes, I happily declare this 
particular Group disbanded. 
 
Report	on	Carving	Group	–	Steve	Mitchener	-	20/10/2017	
There was a lot going on in the Clubrooms today. Sandra trimmed down a block of wood and cut a 
Rhino outline on the bandsaw. (It’s an African Rhino, not an Indian Rhino, in case you are interested.) 
Sandra then moved onto carving a small rustic cup from a piece of Silver Birch, using the branch 
offshoot as a handle. 
 
Neil was smoothing the sixteen facets on the surface of his funerary urn. And in discussions today 
told us how he was going to finish it and decorate it. This will indeed, be a very impressive piece 
when it’s finished. 
 
David ‘I’m here again this week’ Green was working on the block to go with the gavel he has made 
for the Mayor. There was much discussion and debate about that through the morning. David 
eventually sanded his Goose smooth ready for finishing. 
 
Barry Lay and Talal were in the workshop making a hall table for the Exhibition. The pressure is 
really on those two if they want to get it finished in time. 
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Batoul, between translating for Barry and Talal, spent considerable time sanding a fruit bowl from 
home which needs a re-dressing. This is a good way to learn about proper finishing and preparation 
of an object without the effort of making it in the first place. (Wish I had thought of that!) 
And Batoul spent the last part of her day carving her goose in King Billy Pine into shape. 
 
As for me, apart from writing notes and offering valuable advice to all and sundry, I did a bit on my 
Echidna, my lizard, and a jewellery pendant piece I have been working on. I didn’t get bored…. 
 
And since Barry and Talal will be back next Friday, we decided that we will too. Productive time is 
running out for everybody…. 
	
Upcoming	Events:	

• 18th October – 11th November – Victorian Woodworkers Association Exhibition, Fine 
Woodworking and Create from A Crate.  Manningham Art Gallery. 

• 10th December – Club Christmas Lunch and 30th Anniversary – St Margaret’s Church Eltham 
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EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar       
Box Making 1st Wednesday 1.00 pm John Brownrigg 
Carving Group 
 

1st & 3rd Friday 9.00 am Sandra Dean 

Open / Cabinet 
Workshop 

Tuesday 9.30 am Key Holder 
2nd & 4th Saturday 9.30 am Mark Thompson 
Thursday 9.30 am Key Holder 

Mentoring Monday Monday 9.30 am Dave Mitchell 
Pyrography Group 
 

4th Sunday 9.30 am Peter Davies 

Scroll Saw Group 
 

1st Saturday 9.00 am Steve Mitchener 

Woodturning 
 

1st, 3rd & 5th 
Tuesday 

7.30 pm Graeme Deany 

Committee Meeting 
 

3rd Wednesday 7.30 pm Committee 

Exhibition Committee 
 

4th Wednesday 1.00 pm Geoff Oliver  

General Meeting 
 

1st Wednesday 8.00 pm In CFA Hall 

Beginners’ Group 
 

Sunday except 4th 
Sunday 

9.30 am Dave Mitchell 

General 
 

Wednesday 9.00 am 
– 12noon 

Wes Weight 

 
These dates do not take into account public holidays. Please check. 
Note 1.  All members are encouraged to make full use of the clubrooms.  However, the nominated 
activity groups have the dedicated use of the premises during their time slots.  Please consult these 
groups beforehand if there is a special reason to use the workshop during these allotted sessions. 
Note 2.  Daytime cabinet and open workshops generally commence at 10am but if no one arrives by 
11am the member rostered can close-up.  If you cannot arrive by 11am contact the rostered member 
to make other arrangements. 
Note 3.  Long weekend key holders have the option to cancel.  Members must confirm prior to 
attendance. 
 
Club Key Holders 
The following people are key holders and can be contacted to gain access to the workshop at 
reasonable times outside the regular opening times.  It is a commitment for all key holders to ensure 
club rules and regulations are maintained, including signing in and out in the attendance book, 
cleaning up, checking dust extractor bags, etc. For safety reasons a minimum of two people MUST 
be on site when using workshop equipment. 
J. Winkett,   B. Jackson,   D. Mitchell,   B. Vaughan,  
S. Mitchener,   J. Brownrigg,   L. Kruger,   C. Camera,  
B. Lay,   B. McDonald,   G. Oliver,   S. Dean,  
G. Deany,   M. Thompson,  K. Hawkins  D. Green, 
A. Wainwright. 
 
  


