
 

The Eltham Woodworker 

November 2018 

         Office Bearers 

John Winkett 
     President 

9439 1793 Tony Orbe  
Vice President 

0407 050723  
 

Charles Camera 
     Secretary 

9434 2269 
 

Dave Mitchell 
    Treasurer 

9436 4916 

Committee Members 

Keith Hawkins                       9432 6751 Martin Lawley 0412 385184 

Steve Mitchener 0409 003487 Bruce Jackson 9717 4802 

Lorraine Kruger 9436 1742   
All correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary, P.O. Box 701, Eltham, 3095 or email 
     secretary@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

Almoner 
Alwyn Wainwright         9455 2187 

Newsletter Editor 
Beryl Watling 0421 086361 editor@elthamwoodworkers.org.au 

The deadline for inclusion in the newsletter is the Tuesday the week before our meeting.  Please email the item 
in Word or text format. 
 
Next Monthly Club Meeting Wednesday 31st October, 2018 at 8pm 
At the CFA Hall, next door to the Clubhouse, War Memorial Park  
448 Ironbark Rd Cnr De Fredericks Rd) Yarrambat, Melways map, page 184 G8,  
Phone: - 9436 1907   
 
2018 Annual Exhibition - Geoff Oliver 
This year’s exhibition is fast approaching  
 
Exhibit Entries 
All entries to be submitted by the 31st October. 
 
Set-up Thursday 8th November 
Delivery of exhibits between 7.00am and 10.30am followed by the set-up which will again be done 
by Isabelle Clement. We will need members to stay around to assist with the set-up. 
 
Official Opening 7.00pm Friday 9th November 
All members and partners urged to attend 
Members with surname starting with A-K to bring a plate of sweets, and those starting L-Z 
savouries 
Exhibition Sat 10th and Sunday 11th November (9.00am – 5.00pm) 
8.00am Saturday set up demonstration area. Exhibition opens to public at 9.00am 
Assistance of members required throughout the weekend to help with Wes’s workshop, sales table, 
selling raffle tickets, assisting public etc. 

 
Reg Number  A 0025947P 
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Members Health and Well Being 
A few weeks ago, I met with one of our members for a coffee. During our meeting he told me that he 
had been sexually abused as a child. To reveal this was a very brave and difficult thing for him to do. 
He also told me that he has been given enormous help by NCASA, the Northern Centre Against 
Sexual Assault. 
 
His primary objective in talking with me was to make Club Members aware of the wonderful help 
that is available through NCASA. 
 
As a Club we try and look after our members’ health and wellbeing particularly through our safety 
training program and the work of our Almoner Alwyn Wainwright. However, this recent discussion 
has made us realise that there may well be other issues that are affecting some of our members and 
we thought it might be helpful if we listed some contact details of various organizations that may be 
able to assist you: - 
NCASA       Beyondblue 
Northern Centre against Sexual Assault   www.beyondblue.org.au 
www.austin.org.au/northerncasa    1300 22 4636 
03 9496 2240 
Lifeline       SANE 
www.lifeline.org.au      www.sane.org 
13 11 14       03 9682 5933 
Veterans and Veterans families’ counselling service Men’s Line 
www.vvcs.gov.au      www.mensline.org.au 
1800 011 046       1300 789 978 
 
Our member has written about his experiences and in particular the help he received from NCASA 
and has generously offered to make the piece available to any member.  If you would like a copy 
please contact me and I will send you one and please be assured that your privacy will be respected. 
 
John Winkett 
winkettjohn@gmail.com     04045194092    
 
Box Making Group –Steve Mitchener - 3/10/2018 
It was a real mixed bag at Box Making today. We had people working in three different rooms rushing 
to get things finished for the Exhibition. Either this year or next years, depending on how much effort 
they exerted in the next couple of weeks. This year’s Exhibition is rushing towards us at a frantic 
pace. 
 
There was Barry in the kitchen working on the cabinet. Progress is slow, but there is no doubt about 
the quality of the work. 
 
Then there was Maike in the machine room cutting pieces of ply to suit some existing frames acquired 
from the op shop. At a couple of Dollars each, it’s a cheap way to frame her wonderful artworks. 
 
- In the back room there was Sandra measuring, marking and assembling pieces for a small box to 
suit a craved lid in African Mahogany. 
- Batoul was recycling some small bowls by sanding the finish off them to re-use them for display 
stands. There were several attempts to dissuade her from this course, as the bowls lacked substance 
and mass to be recycled in this way.  
- Bernie was making a toggle catch for the drop down holder in the lid of his work box. Also fitted 
the internal supports/bracing in the corners for the drop in drawer/shelves. 
- And the other Steve was working on a small Redgum box. 



           Page 3    
        

- And this Steve (the author of this article), between offering advice to all the others in the back room, 
managed to get some carving done. It was on the turned newel post topper which I am recycling into 
a “work of art”. It may be the first of next year’s Exhibition pieces for me, because I definitely won’t 
get it finished by the end of this month. 
 
Carving Group - Steve Mitchener -5/10/2018 
Alwyn and John Mentha were both an apology for this session, and David ‘Nomad’ Green was 
conspicuous by his absence as he was travelling again. (Honestly, I don’t think his children moved 
interstate because they wanted too. I suspect he sent them to give himself a reason to travel to avoid 
doing any serious woodwork. This is just a suspicion, but I think it’s a rumour worth starting.) 
 
Batoul spent half a day making legs for her fat bird, out of rusty fencing wire, and fitting it to the 
driftwood stand. This operation was ably supported by Sandra and myself with loads of extremely 
good advice and suggestions. Having completed this to a satisfactory level, Batoul then started to 
clean-up and level out a large piece of She-Oak by hand. 
 
Sandra, between interruptions, was carving another large Wombat in White Cypress. [I just don’t get 
this overwhelming fixation on fat, rotund, obese, and overweight animals with members of this group. 
I am getting the desire to carve some anorexic figures as a counter-measure.] 
 
Maike was carving a low relief of a pair of Dolphins in the end grain of some Huon Pine. (And finding 
it is not an easy task.) 
 
John Leahy was working on some walking sticks by removing the outer covering of some slender 
stems to suit this function. Then he spent some time sanding the Leopard Head. 
 
Neil was still manufacturing a thickness gauge for his cello. 
 
I managed to spend some time carving the figure into the newel post topper, then switched to my 
‘whimsical piece’ for a change of pace. Neither will make this year’s Exhibition, so there is no stress 
involved for me. Merely a calming, therapeutic and relaxing use of my time between proffering advice 
and witty retorts. 
 
Scrollsaw Group – Steve Mitchener – 6/10/2018 
Beryl, Roz and Jennifer were all apologies for this group. And I was pleasantly surprised to find Keith 
Binch waiting for me to turn up after a lengthy absence.  
 
Keith has been missing for a while due to health concerns, a recuperative few weeks, and a holiday 
away for a couple of weeks. But he’s back with fierce determination and a vengeance. Keith is cutting 
a multitude of pieces to make a large truck. Having seen the pile of plans involved in this project, I 
can hardly wait to see it evolve from the pile of timber he has prepared. 
 
Tony was cutting a jigsaw of a double decker bus. Explained he had learned the hard way about 
contact spray adhesive when affixing the photo to the wood. [This trap was explained to him early 
on, but now he has experienced it first hand, he will never make the same mistake again.] 
 
Raman was with us for a while, and did some sanding of pieces he had already cut. Then he headed 
off for another event he had to attend. 
 
Maike cut out some reindeer to make up a mobile, and then cut out her first compound cut piece 
which was a Dolphin. The second one turned out better than the first. So between us we manufactured 
a ‘compound cutting jig’ so Maike can practise at home. 
 
Graham was also compound cutting, and produced a bear, and started the ‘love wood’ sign. 
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I was also compound cutting, mainly swans and small birds. The birds are for items I am producing 
for this year’s Exhibition. The swans I am refining, as I want to cut them at the exhibition. (They 
were quite a crowd pleaser at the Wattle Festival in August, which got me started on compound 
cutting again.) 
 
I spent some time explaining the entire technique to Maike, Graham and Tony. And the discussion 
was ably supported by several very different miniature compound cut pieces I have made since 
August and brought along for a ‘show and tell’. I am currently making a display stand for them all to 
put into the exhibition. Keep an eye out for it. 
 
Carving Group - Steve Mitchener -19/10/2018 
Carving is an unusual pastime. Sometimes you can get quite a lot of work done, and see virtually 
“instant” results. Other times, you can work all day and see very little outcome for the effort. Today 
was such a day within this small group. Some saw “instant” results, while most of the others saw very 
little change in their projects. 
 
John Leahy, for instance, was cleaning a stick to be the shaft for a walking stick. With the use of a 
drawknife, a spoke shave and sandpaper he completed the job to the point he shaped the top to take 
the ferrule to screw the handle on to. An “instant” outcome. 
 
Maike finished carving the background for her low relief Dolphin carving, did some finishing 
touches, and started on final sanding. Another good result. 
 
Alwyn worked on his wood carver figure. As it’s shaping up now, the progress is slow and tedious. 
And the response I solicited from Alwyn was: “I’ll be glad when this is finished.” But he didn’t get 
there today, so it wasn’t a great outcome for him either. 
 
Sandra spent most of the morning searching through magazines for inspiration to apply to a nice block 
of Huon Pine she had brought along. Sandra finished the day preparing to do some repairs to a horse 
figure that had become a tripod, and carved the background down in another box lid. Also, not a great 
outcome for the time invested. 
 
And David “Nomad” Green, and his piece called “Skittle”, made very little mess and even less 
progress. 
 
As for me, I fiddled with the newel post figure I am working on, and got it to a point where I will use 
a Dremel at home to add some detail before I sand and finish it. Then I added to my pile of chips by 
whittling some off my whimsical piece, and then cleaned up a Celtic Knot piece just for a change of 
pace. So, there was no major “outcomes” for me either. Like I said, carving is a funny pastime. But I 
do find it very therapeutic and relaxing, whatever the outcome. 
 
Box Making Group - Steve Mitchener – 20/10/2018 
Sandra used some bamboo skewers to make dowels to refit a replacement leg to her tripod horse. 
(The block now needs to be appropriately carved to finish the repair.) Sandra them machined some 
chunky pieces of Oregon prior to breaking them down to suitable sizes for a project. (Which has yet 
to be decided.) 
 
Bernie worked on finishing the details on his work box. Marked out and prepared to fit the handles, 
then decided to purchase shorter bolts to facilitate this action without shortening the long bolts 
provided. Thus, at an impasse, he went home extra early. 
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Steve Hood rebated and fitted some small hinges to a small Redgum box, and then proceeded to finish 
it off. A gentle bevel here, a little sanding there, little steps in progressing towards a very nice finished 
product. 
 
John Mentha popped in to drill some holes and say hello. Then disappeared again to work at home. 
 
And we were joined by Paul La Motte for the first time. Too wet for golf, so to make better use of his 
day, Paul decided to come and machine down a piece of Redgum for the lid of a ring box he is making 
for an upcoming family wedding in Hawaii. And I was pleased to notice Paul was working to a plan 
he had drawn up, complete with dimensions. Always a good starting point when making a box. 
 
And we had Charlie with us for a while doing maintenance on the lathes. I am unable to print the 
phrases Charlie was using to describe the heavy-handed turners within this Club. The Editor would 
delete them automatically. 
 
And I managed a little “fill-in” carving through the day. The rest of the time I was dispensing quick 
wit and good advice. (As usual.) 
 
Market Place 
For sale 
 
Triton router and jig saw table on Carbatec mobile trolley. 
In excellent condition.    
 
$100 the lot – will not separate 
 
John Harrington 9434 7793 or 0418 392 651 
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EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar 
Box Making 1st Wednesday 

3rd Saturday 
 

1 pm 
9.30 am 

Steve Mitchener 

Carving Group 
 

1st & 3rd Friday 9.00 am Sandra Dean 

Open Workshop Tuesday 9.30 am Key Holder 
2nd & 4th Saturday 9.30 am Mark Thompson 
Thursday 
 

9.30 am Key Holder 

Mentoring Monday Monday 
 

9.30 am Dave Mitchell 

Pyrography Group 
 

4th Sunday except 
29th April, 29th July 
 

9.30 am Peter Davies 

Scroll Saw Group 
 

1st Saturday 9.00 am Steve Mitchener 

Woodturning 
 

1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday 
Thursday 
2nd & 4th Friday 
 

7.30 pm 
1.00pm 
9.00 am 

Graeme Deany 
Graham Skinner 
David Cowan 

Committee Meeting 
 

3rd Wednesday 7.30 pm Committee 

Exhibition Committee 
 

4th Wednesday 1.00 pm Geoff Oliver  

General Meeting 
 

1st Wednesday 8.00 pm In CFA Hall 

Wes’ Workshop 
 

Wednesday 9.00 am Wes Weight 

 
These dates do not consider public holidays. Please check. 
Note 1.  All members are encouraged to make full use of the clubrooms.  However, the nominated 
activity groups have the dedicated use of the premises during their time slots.  Please consult these 
groups beforehand if there is a special reason to use the workshop during these allotted sessions. 
Note 2. Open workshops generally commence at 9.30 am but if no one arrives by 10.30 am the 
member rostered can close-up.  If you cannot arrive by 10.30 am contact the rostered member to make 
other arrangements. 
Note 3.  Long weekend key holders have the option to cancel.  Members must confirm prior to 
attendance. 
 
Club Key Holders 
The following people are key holders and can be contacted to gain access to the workshop at 
reasonable times outside the regular opening times.  It is a commitment for all key holders to ensure 
club rules and regulations are maintained, including signing in and out in the attendance book, 
cleaning up, checking dust extractor bags, etc. For safety reasons a minimum of two people MUST 
be on site when using workshop equipment. 
J. Winkett,   B. Jackson,   D. Mitchell,   B. Vaughan,  
S. Mitchener,   G Skinner,  L. Kruger,   C. Camera,  
B. Lay,   B. McDonald,   G. Oliver,   S. Dean,  
G. Deany,   M. Thompson,  K. Hawkins  D. Green, 
A. Wainwright. S Watson    


